
Community News is 100% volunteer-run and distributed FREE to over 4,000 homes and 
businesses in Lingfield, Crowhurst, Dormansland, Dormans Park, Felcourt and parts of 

Newchapel, Haxted, Horne, and Baldwins Hill

In this edition: 
Events for the rest of Summer inside 
Cost of living: TDC, local MP comment 
Celebrating the Platinum Jubilee 2022

Autumn 2022 Number 224



Cover 

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 2022 Street Party in Lingfield  

Photo: © Christine Skeats 

We are always looking for local seasonal images - if you have 
any that we can use please get in touch!

2

Community News Team 

Contact 
E: mail@communitynewslingfield.co.uk 
A: c/o Lingfield & Dormansland Community Centre, High St, Lingfield, RH7 6AB 
W: www.communitynewslingfield.co.uk 

Editorial Manager / Chairman          Edward Pearcey                    07828 993 376 

Treasurer                                         Michael Pocock                     01342 832 685 

Advertising                                       Edward Pearcey                    07828 993 376 
                                                        Graham Marks                      01342 832 529 

Secretary                                         Gillian Pocock                       01342 832 685 

Editorial team                                   Tracy Lamb 

Distribution                                      Grace Porter                          01342 833 841 

Production                                       Cox and Co Creative             01342 836 564 

The next edition of Community News is the Winter publication. 

The deadline for submissions is Thursday 30th September 2022 

Please send submissions to the email or postal address above.  
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Editorial Comment 

Hello again friends, and welcome to this, our Autumn 2022 edition of 
Community News, bringing you the local news and information you need.  

Autumn? Seems a little odd writing that as I sit here, in hot, still air, the first days 
of what the BBC assures me is going to be a week-long heatwave. But with the 
nights now drawing in, despite the fact it really doesn’t feel that way, looking 
ahead and making plans never hurts.  

Smaller, but just as powerful 
Community News, despite our best efforts, has been unable to shield itself from 
the cost-of-living issues affecting millions of people across the UK. Advertisers 
don’t have as much to spend, and printing costs have markedly risen over the 
past year or so, meaning our financial reserves are depleting fast.  

So, despite the loyal support of our long-standing advertisers, and occasional 
grant and financial contributions from local organisations, we have found 
ourselves needing to make some changes. And one of those will be reducing 
the size of CN from 64 pages to 32, starting with the Winter 2022 issue, CN225.  

This is not a decision we’ve taken lightly, and have been pondering such a 
move for a while, and in the meantime have been absorbing higher costs. But, 
to ensure the viability of the publication, we think this is the right move. Rest 
assured, the editorial content will not be affected (save for some more prudent 
editing on my part), and our loyal advertisers will always have room to promote 
their local services to local people.  

This may not be a permanent change, and we may be able to increase the page 
numbers again soon, but for a while, this will be our new normal.  

As under a green sea … 
So, after several weeks of serious issues with algae in Gun Pond, the problem 
appears to be subsiding, although the water is still far from clear. Moreover, 
several dead fish have now been removed, something I saw first-hand a few 
weeks ago.  

More water is now being added, leading to more oxygenation, and the ducks 
and fish look happier, and there are moves to improve the water’s quality, and 
CN will of course keep you informed of any developments.  
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Fencing breached again 
Despite the best efforts of Lingfield Park, the recently constructed fencing has 
been fully breached (after several unsuccessful attempts almost as soon as the 
barrier appeared). The area beyond the fence, the property of Lingfield Park, is 
being used again by dog walkers and joggers, and once by my good self (purely 
for investigative purposes of course).  

But, we should reiterate that the land is not, and never has been, an area of 
public access, so it probably isn’t advisable to enter it. Community News will 
contact Lingfield Park before the Winter edition to gather some more 
information on the situation.  

Carnival and Jubilee 
What a splendid sight it was to see residents of Lingfield, Crowhurst, 
Dormansland and Felcourt out in force to celebrate both the The Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee, and the Dormansland carnival. These local events are so 
important in helping to bring the communities together, and long may they 
continue. Well done all involved, the events were superb.  

A fond farewell to David Allonby 
It is with the utmost sadness that we report the passing of local resident, and 
former Community News editor and valued member of the editorial team, David 
Allonby. Our thoughts go out to his family, and we hope to provide a full obituary 
in the Winter edition, after consultation with his friends and loved ones.  

Join the team 
Why not give something back to your community and join the gang. Would you 
like to come and join the team and help put together this wonderful little 
publication? . 

We’d also like to ask if anybody out there would like to help us with Community 
News’s distribution and delivery? We could certainly use some more deliverers, 
so if you could spare a few hours every 12 weeks or so, please get in touch. 

That just leaves us to say once again a Great Big Thank You to you, our 
readers, advertisers, contributors, deliverers, friends, and associates.  

Enjoy the rest of the Summer, stay safe, look after each other. 

The Community News Team 
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Our Day Care services for people with dementia at Lingfield & 
Dormansland Community Centre, are every Monday 10am until 4pm  

Please telephone 01883 818 310 to book your free taster session! 

info@dementiafirst.org.uk www.dementiafirst.org.uk  
Follow us on Facebook & Twitter: @dementia1st 

Registered Charity No. 1172242 
Registered Address: The Byre, Pendell Road, Bletchingley, Surrey RH1 4QH



Music, Murder Mystery & Madame 
Butterfly 
As many of us wind down for the summer break, the 
Community Centre team are busy planning an exciting 
programme of activities and events for the Autumn. 

The new season of Flix in the Stix, our community 
cinema, opens on Sunday 10th September at 7.30pm with The Duke, a British 
comedy drama starring Jim Broadbent and Helen Mirren. Flix screenings are 
always on the second Sunday of the month and with tickets at just £5 it gives 
you great value entertainment right on your doorstep.  

Music at the centre is always a popular choice and on Saturday 15th October 
we present an evening of eclectic music from a band of talented, local 
musicians. A mix of folk, blues, R&B and even a bit of soft rock will be on the bill, 
with a licenced bar and ploughman’s supper included in the £12 ticket price. 

Are you interested in getting involved with the Community Centre? We are 
always on the lookout for enthusiastic people who would like to get involved. 
Age doesn’t matter – you just need an interest in your community. If you think 
you can help call Ian on 07788 546261 or talk to Claire in the Centre office. 

What else is going on? 
Citizens Advice Tandridge (0800 144 8848) is now offering outreach 
appointments at the Community Centre for anyone who is unable to get to their 
offices in Oxted.  

We are delighted to welcome Natasha from the Nova School of Dance who 
will be offering preschool dance classes and adult tap and ballet starting in 
September (www.novaschoolofdance.com) 

Registered veterinary surgeon Heather Lucas will be holding Dog First Aid 
Course on Saturday 1st October giving vital advice on dealing with canine 
emergencies. (www.dog-first-aid.com) 

Lingfield Horticultural Society will be holding their Autumn Show at the centre 
on Saturday 10th September, showcasing the talents of their members. 

We also have a variety of rooms to hire for parties, meetings, training and 
events, all at very reasonable rates. Visit our website or call Claire for further 
details.  
W: www.lingfieldcentre.org E: enquiries@lingfieldcentre.org T: 01342 833 893 

Office opening hours: 9am – 4pm, Monday to Thursday (closed Fridays)
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Drive 55: One woman, one car and 55 piers! 
No stranger to adventures, local resident 
Antonia will be setting off on 1 October 2022 
as a 54-year woman with a love of the seaside. 

In just two weeks, she plans to drive her 1955 
Austin A30 some 1,800 miles, visiting all 55 
piers in the UK and finishing on 14 October at 
Brighton’s Palace Pier, her 55th birthday. 

She plans to raise £5500 for Cancer Research UK in memory of her late sister-
in-law who died in 2020 and as a thank you for her husband surviving cancer in 
2012. Any additional amount raised will go to her favourite dog rescue charity, 
GWP Rescue, in memory of her two wonderful Pointers. 

After riding a motorcycle around the coastline of the UK in 1996 and across 
India in 2008, this decade’s challenge will be no mean feat as her Austin, Paddy, 
is 67 years old and tiny compared to modern vehicles with no mod cons. 

With the help of friends, supporters and a lot of fish and chips, Antonia is 
determined to succeed and hopes that you can support her. 

Please visit www.justgiving.com/fundraising/antonia-gallop2 or email 
antonia.gallop@yahoo.com. 

Disability Access: New platform lifts, bridge at 
East Grinstead Station 
Pay attention, all wheelchair-bound, mobility impaired, Dormans and Lingfield 
southbound rail users – the splendid platform bridge and lifts at East Grinstead 
Station should be opening in the early Autumn (after 17 years of campaigning!).  

Until such time as measures are put in place to make Lingfield a fully accessible 
station for the disabled, likely to be some years ahead, this gives assurance for 
those travelling back to either Lingfield or Dormans that they need not find 
themselves stranded on the down platform. They will soon be able to travel onto 
East Grinstead and know that they can board a train on either platform at East 
Grinstead to return on the accessible platform to exit their station. 

Back in April 2018, CN reported that plans to build a large footbridge at the 
south end of Lingfield Station resurfaced late in 2017, but were quickly quashed 
by the recommendations of a Surrey County Council Local Committee 
(Tandridge) meeting. 

A report published in early December 2017 resolved to agree that the 
application from Network Rail (dated 3rd November 2016) to “divert Public 
Footpath No. 381, Lingfield onto the existing station footbridge [is] refused”. 

Paul Johnson, Chairman, Disability Access East Grinstead Area
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44th Lingfield Art Exhibition 
24th – 30th October 2022 

The Lingfield Art Exhibition has been showcasing 
the work of local artists for over 40 years. We 
had a very successful event last year, following a 
two-year gap due to the pandemic. There must 
have been many artists who had that ‘bit of extra 
time’ during lockdown, to produce some 
excellent pieces of artworks! 

The exhibition, as always, will be held in the light and attractive surroundings of 
the Lingfield and Dormansland Community Centre on the High Street in 
Lingfield. In previous years we have had some 300 paintings, sculptures, and 
ceramics on display, and for sale at affordable prices. We hope that this year 
will be no exception. There is no vetting procedure for the art on display, so the 
work of new and aspiring artists is hung alongside that of established painters 
with many years’ experience. 

In addition to the work displayed on the walls, there will be a selection of 
unframed drawings and paintings which you can browse through; and if you 
cannot afford the original work then you may be lucky to find that you can 
purchase a greetings card with a print of the same painting.  

We have always prided ourselves that this is a community event and in line with 
those over recent years we have held a competition for students studying art at 
some of the local schools. 

This has proved a great success and has tapped into the amazing talent of the 
next generation of artists.  

The paintings of the Prize Winners and the runners-up will be on display 
throughout the exhibition. 

The exhibition is free to the public and is open daily from 10.00am, so come 
along and see what is on offer.  

Tea, coffee and homemade cakes will be available daily, so you can sit down 
and admire the art whilst deciding which one to buy! You may even be able to 
pick up an unusual early Christmas present. 

We look forward to seeing you at the exhibition. Further details can be found on 
the Lingfield Art website at www.lingfieldart.org. 
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Support Fairtrade in Lingfield and 
Dormansland and everywhere  
Promoting Fairtrade for producers in the Developing 
World and Fair Trade for Local Producers 

Hello everyone! Our Group, Fairtrade Lingfield & Dormansland, met recently in 
the sunshine to catch up on events we might host in the Autumn (and to meet 
the copy date for Community News). We hope for a good harvest to supply so 
much food for the needs of the world! 

In reality, may we quote a recent text of the situation: “People in many countries 
are in great need due to climate change and the three-dimentional crisis of food, 
energy and finance, with devastating impacts on the world’s most vulnerable 
people and economies.  

All this comes at a time when developing countries are already struggling with 
cascading challenges not of their making: pandemic, climate crisis and 
inadequate resources amidst persistent and growing inequalities.” 

Fairtrade is one way to assist farmers and growers in developing countries sell 
their products and have a livelihood. Co-operatives of farmers and growers 
receive a good price for their goods and a ‘premium’ (extra payment on quantity 
sold) that is used by them to the benefit of their community. Fairtrade is a fair 
system that guarantees a fair price to the farmers and growers. 

We rely on Fairtrade products to offer you Stir Up Sunday Christmas pudding 
event, to be held on Sunday 20 November at SS Peter & Paul Church 
(maybe a little way off but worth mentioning).  

We will purchase Fairtrade mixed fruit, apricots and dates, with almonds, sugar 
and spices from Fairtrade farmers, and lemons and apples; weigh and 
assemble for you to mix with egg, and fruit juice or rum – a delicious mix for you 
to take home, cook and store.  

At the event there will also be a selection of Fairtrade foods and Traidcraft, 
perfect for Christmas gifts. Please contact Gill on 01342 833994. 

Just to Add: 
Saturday, 2 July Dormansland Carnival received our gift of Fairtrade tea and •
coffee for the WI tent, any remaining to Crawley Open House for homeless 
people 

Thursday 7 July, World Chocolate Day, highlighting the needs of growers •
around the world for better wages 
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Future Events: 
Saturday, 13 August, Open Garden for Quicken Trust, Old Town House, 2-5pm •

Sunday, 11 September, 11.30-4pm Open Day at Claridge House. Fairtrade will •
have a stall there 

Saturday, 8 October, Fairtrade L&D will be hosting Fairtrade Autumn Big Brew •
at Lingfield & Dormansland Community Centre, 10-12pm, with coffee & tea, 
cakes for sale, Traidcraft foods and craft. Entry free. Please join us, it’s a repeat 
of the Spring Big Brew! 

Saturday, 26 November, Christmas Lingfield Day, L&D Community Centre •

Lots of organisations use volunteers to further their reach, Community News 
and Fairtrade Foundation too, so thanks to all of them who help further the 
news. Thank you. 

Saying a sad farewell to Marlene Hughes 

In May, a very special person, Marlene Hughes, passed away after struggling 
with ill health. 

Marlene and her husband, John, moved to the area twenty-two years ago, 
returning to their roots in Surrey from San Diego where Marlene had run her 
own pre-school for many years.  

Over the years, Marlene was a mainstay of Dormans Evening WI, where she 
served in many roles, including President, and latterly as Secretary.  

Marlene was a greatly valued Trustee of the Cavendish House Trust and was 
the Volunteer Manager of the much-loved charity shop in Lingfield. 

She was also Clerk to the Lingfield United Trust, she cooked for Meals on 
Wheels for many years and was involved with the Parkinson’s support group.  

Marlene will be sorely missed by all who knew her. 
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Lingfield Parish Council News 

Jubilee Event 
Over 600 people took part in the street party in 
Church Road on 2nd June to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. This was 
followed by a torch light procession to the lighting of the beacon. We were 
blessed with good weather and the atmosphere was amazing. It was good to 
see so many people having fun! 

Neighbourhood Plan 
The Neighbourhood Plan Steering group held a successful public consultation 
on Saturday 18th June to update everyone with what has been done so far.  

The next stage of the Neighbourhood Plan is to incorporate the views collected 
from the consultation and ask the Parish Council to do a full public consultation 
of the whole of our plan, which will help refine the final version which will be 
submitted to Tandridge District Council, who then undertake a full and formal 
consultation.  

The next step is for an examination by a planning inspector and if all goes well 
and after including any required modifications, it will be put to the vote for the 
Lingfield electorate to say yes or no.  

We are hoping to get this done for the referendum to take place very early next 
year at the latest.  

A range of development proposals has been identified in the draft plan, which 
can be viewed, along with all the other documents, in the ‘Downloads’ section of 
the Lingfield Neighbourhood Plan website, here www.lingfield.info. 

A planning application has been submitted to build retirement homes on one of 
the proposed sites in East Grinstead Road.  

The Neighbourhood Plan consultation revealed this site has a lot of support from 
residents, as it fits in with the broad scheme of a combination of sites to deliver 
the range of housing the village needs.  

As with all developments the support is not unanimous, however, and the 
application will be determined by Tandridge Council and it will evaluate it 
according to the planning rules and consider the comments submitted.  

Gun Pond 
The water in the village pond has been a strange shade of green/brown recently, 
and the pond committee took advice and treated the pond with a natural product 
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to reduce the algae. A side effect of this product was to reduce the amount of 
oxygen in the water and the fish began to struggle.  

The pond committee followed professional advice to turn on the tap to introduce 
oxygen to keep the fish alive until a more permanent solution could be fitted.  

The initial results, at time of writing, are looking positive. Our thanks go to the 
very hard-working pond committee volunteers who have worked tirelessly to do 
the best for our village pond. 

Vandalism at the Allotments 
We are disappointed to receive reports of vandalism at Centenary Fields 
allotments. It is extremely upsetting for allotment holders to have all their hard 
work destroyed in this way.  

We are looking at ways to make the site more secure but please report any 
suspicious activity in the area to Surrey Police online, dial 101 or message 
Tandridge Beat on Facebook.  

Our local police team are aware of the situation and have increased their patrols 
around the area. 

Grants 
We have a small fund available for discretionary grants. If you are involved in a 
local organisation and need funds for a capital project, please contact the clerk 
for an application form. 

Cath Hearnden, Lingfield Parish Council Chairman 

The parish council office is situated in Lingfield and Dormansland Community 
Centre, and is usually open to the public between 10am and 12 noon on 
Monday to Thursday. 

Contact details: Parish Clerk: Mrs Fay Elwood, Lingfield and Dormansland 
Community Centre, High Street, Lingfield, Surrey RH76AB 
T: 01342 835557 
E: lingfieldpc@gmail.com 
W: www. lingfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Dormansland Parish Council 
News and Events 

We have had some changes at Dormansland Parish Council since our last 
update, we are delighted to welcome Angela Baker and Rodabe Rudin, who 
have been our locum clerks at the Parish Council since May.  

We also welcomed a new councillor Mr Richard Dandy in June, at the time of 
writing have three more vacancies for Parish Councillors. 

In June, Councillor Bright presented to Tandridge Council a bid to secure 
funding to upgrade the bridleway between Mill Lane and West Street. 

The bid was unsuccessful on the grounds that Dormansland has had a relatively 
small amount of development growth in that location with greater priorities of 
growth elsewhere in the district.  

The Parish Council is aware that this proposal took some residents by surprise. 

Our aim will be to consult more, and a comments/suggestion box will now be 
available in our monthly meetings, and we encourage as many residents as 
possible to come to the meetings and have your say on the items on the 
agenda.  

As well as in meetings you can also email us at dormansclerk@outlook.com. 
We also now have a new PO box if you would prefer to write. 

Dormansland PC 
PO Box 196 
EDENBRIDGE 
TN8 9EG 

More information is available at www.dormansland.org.uk. 

                 Advertise in  

Advertising rates and sizes can be found on our website 
communitynewslingfield.co.uk 
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Crowhurst Parish News and Events 

Platinum Jubilee 
Crowhurst celebrated the Platinum Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II, 
joining the nation in lighting a beacon on Thursday 2 June, and co-
ordinating our own annual Hog Roast event with a ‘Jubilee Picnic’ on 5 June. 
Crowhurstians celebrated this fantastic milestone with Her Majesty the Queen in 
true style, with strong support for both events. Thank you to the organisers and 
thanks to everyone for making it an occasion to remember. 

Meetings of the Parish Council are held in the Village Hall and start at 19:30 
with 15 minutes for questions or comments from the public. The dates of the 
next meetings are: 

19th September 2022 •

21st November 2022 •

Please come along to make your contribution to your community. 

Outdoor gym 
Following consultation with the parishioners of Crowhurst, we will be adding an 
outdoor gym to the village hall field. The gym will provide a variety of body 
weight machines to help gain and maintain an overall level of fitness, it is 
suitable for all adults and has the benefit of great ventilation to remove the 
concern of virus infection. 

Phone box and defibrillator 
We have now replaced the parish telephone box and are adding a new 
defibrillator. The defibrillator will be donated by residents and maintained by the 
Parish Council. Parishioners are reminded that there is another defibrillator, 
previously in the old Phone box, but now outside the Village Hall. 

Ditch and tree maintenance 
As Autumn approaches residents are reminded of their responsibility to keep 
their ditches clear, to avoid flooding, and to ensure that their trees are well 
maintained so that we avoid the risk of damage to overhead cables and to life in 
high winds. 

Footpath accessibility 
Landowners are responsible for maintaining footpaths on their land and any 
stiles/gates. Should walkers identify any issues, please ensure that you notify 
the Council. The Council will be working with landowners over the coming 
months to replace some stiles with gates in order to increase accessibility to 
land, with a focus on more commonly used footpaths. If you have your favourite 
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footpath and would like to see its accessibility improved, please let the Parish 
Council know. 

Councillors 
Crowhurst Parish Council runs on a four-year term and this is due in 2023. 
Whether the Councillors have served the full four years or were co-opted mid-
term, they will be up for election, and this gives everyone an opportunity to step 
forward. Could you make a difference to your community by becoming a Parish 
Councillor? Anyone who is interested can contact the Parish clerk for more 
information on clerk@crowhurstonline.uk.  

Communication 
If we don’t have your email address, you may be missing out on communication 
from your Parish Council. If you would like to receive relevant information in 
relation to Crowhurst, please pass your email address to the Parish Clerk at 
clerk@crowhurstonline.uk.  

Your feedback 
As always, if you have any comments or questions for the Parish Council, 
please come along to one of our meetings or email our Clerk, or the Chairman 
on lisa@crowhurstonline.uk we would be happy to receive your input.
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The RH7 History Group  

I am pleased to report that our delayed 2020 Exhibition, “Who Do You Think 
They Were—Local Lives Remembered” was well attended when it finally took 
place at the end of May. Our visitor’s book was full of compliments. We also 
received several queries that we are now following up on.  

Our participation in the Dormansland Jubilee events was well received and we 
are looking to see whether we can stage similar events in future.  

Unfortunately, the scheduled speaker for our July talk, Robin Hull, was forced to 
cancel due to illness. Hopefully we will be able to reschedule the talk on Ralph 
Hancock, an internationally renowned landscape gardener who lived locally, as 
many people were looking forward to the talk.  

Fortunately, our old friend and member, Bob Evans, was able to step in at short 
notice to give us a talk on Martello Towers. 

Our next scheduled events are:  
12th Sept AGM followed by talk about Gordon Jenner         Sue Macdonald 

14th Nov A String of Pearls: Villages, Hamlets and features along the A25 
Ridge from Nutfield to Westerham                       Bob Evans 

Membership fees are £10 single or £12 joint (for members at the same address). 
There is a charge of £2.50 for visitors to our meetings. 

Members of the group are encouraged to undertake research of their area, 
house, or any local history subject they choose. 

There is a wealth of information about many aspects of local history at the 
Hayward History Centre at Lingfield Library. If you need assistance with a 
particular topic, then contact us via our website and then one of our team will 
arrange to meet you at the library.  

Please note that on our website, www.rh7.org, there are details of our events 
through the year, and 83 factsheets on local history available for you to read for 
free. 

More information can be found on our website, or please contact the Chairman 
at billfstevenson@yahoo.co.uk. 
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Down on the Allotment: happily seduced by 
‘Micro Tom’ in the bright summer sun:  

Each morning, even before my first coffee, I head out into 
the garden. I top up the bird feeders with seed, I refill the 
various water baths, I scatter meal worms for the blackbirds. 
I open up the greenhouses, give the tomatoes their first 
water of the day before returning to the house to feed the 
dogs. 

As I stand at the kitchen window, long awaited coffee in 
hand, I delight in seeing sparrows and tits on the feeder 
and the blackbirds hopping across the lawn. It’s 
currently the end of June, the season has been great 
so far and the vegetable beds are full to bursting.  

Broad beans have been plentiful for over a month now, in fact I could really do 
with the bed they occupy – so anything I can surreptitiously add a few broad 
beans to – I do! Mangetout peas seem to have had a mix up: normally they 
grow to about four feet and the pods stay ‘pealess’ for a while, giving plenty of 
time to pick them. This year they have grown to seven feet, requiring a ladder to 
reach, and unless picked within twenty minutes of the pods forming become 
stringy. Evidently not a mangetout at all then, but a standard pea variety which I 
don’t grow due to the tedious shelling that’s required. 

Tomatoes and cucumbers are being very productive, with the first red tomatoes 
now appearing. As tempting as it is to pick them, I like to leave 
the first ones on the vine to ‘teach the others how to ripen’ (it’s 
actually the ethylene coming from the ripe fruit that ‘spreads 
the word’). 

I was seduced by a new variety called ‘Micro Tom’ the seed 
catalogue showed pictures of tiny plants about 10” high 

covered in pea-sized tomatoes. 

I gave away lots of spare plants to flat-dwellers saying that they could grow 
them on their windowsills. 

Mine are currently four feet across so if you do see anyone in Lingfield with 
what looks suspiciously like a Cannabis farm through their windows then do ask 
them how their tomatoes are getting on! 

Things look good for cropping for the rest of the summer and into autumn, 
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French and runner beans, carrots, beetroot, cabbages, sprouting broccoli, and 
for the first time an autumn cropping broad bean (if we’ve managed to eat our 

way through the spring ones by then). 

I do not need to worry about any gluts though. The hungry masses 
that I charitably feed every morning return once they have depleted 
their feeders for their ‘five a day’. 

The sparrows must have read on Facebook about the wonders of beetroot 
leaves and every afternoon congregate in their scores. 

The blackbirds dig huge holes in the woodchip paths looking for grubs until they 
spot the exact moment that the gooseberries are ripe and then strip every last 
fruit. 

The entire plot is covered with every defence known, an obstacle course of 
netting, fleece and gates, only the broad beans are exposed – and annoyingly 
untouched! 

Adrian Colombini

Lingfield Horticultural Society 
Affiliated to The Royal Horticultural Society and The 
National Dahlia Society 

July 2022 
I think most people would agree that this year, so far, has 
been a good year for gardening. We have had some spells 
of very hot weather but there has usually been the odd shower to go with them, 
thus avoiding our gardens looking too parched and at least we have been able 
to use a hosepipe when absolutely necessary.  

We hope this all means we will get lots of entries in our shows. 

By the time you read this we will have had our Summer Show, and we don’t 
have a meeting in August as so many of our members go away at this time of 
year, but there is still our Autumn Show to look forward to on Saturday 10th 
September.  

This is usually an evening show, but this year, as an experiment to try to attract 
more visitors, we will be holding it in the afternoon. 

The show will be held in the Community Centre and is open to all, members and 
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non-members. If you are not a member and would like to put some entries in, 
please phone or email me and I will let you have a copy of the show schedule 
giving all the details you need regarding classes, staging times, etc.  

For this show you don’t need to give us details of your entries in advance, just 
bring them along on the day of the show at 12.30pm. While judging is taking 
place we will have our usual light-hearted General Knowledge/Horticultural Quiz, 
starting at 1.30pm and then at 2.30pm you will be free to inspect the exhibits 
and enjoy a cup of tea and maybe a slice of cake, with the results being 
announced at the end of the afternoon.  

At our October meeting on Friday 7, we will have Mick Lynn with a talk entitled 
“Plants and Crime”. We have had Mick before with subjects such as “Bees” and 
“Climate Change”. His talks are usually quirky and very entertaining and I am 
sure this one will be no exception.  

This meeting will be held in the Jennings Hall, starting at 8pm. Visitors very 
welcome. 

If you would like to join our Society, or find out more about it, please contact me, 
Alan Reynolds, Membership Secretary, on 01342 833 155 or 
reynolds265@btinternet.com 

China Restoration Group 

China Restoration Group is a very small group of enthusiastic China 
restorers. We normally meet at 10am on Thursdays during term time.  

We really look forward to people coming into see us and hearing the stories 
about their broken plates, cups, figurines, as well as their delight when they 
see the items restored, where possible, to their former glory!  

For further info call Angela Kirk – 01342 835 266

www.faulknersbuilders.co.uk

martin@faulknersbuilders.co.uk 

Call: 01342 836 718
Mob. 07775 070503

All building work undertaken       find

us on
§
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Claire Coutinho MP: Tackling the cost-of-
living crisis 

Over the past few weeks, I’ve continued to be contacted by constituents who 
are unhappy with rail services in East Surrey. At my end, I am continuing to 
meet with GTR, alongside local Conservative councillors, to represent residents’ 
views and push for better services. 

The main issue the railways face is that the number of passengers is currently 
running at about eighty per cent of pre-pandemic levels, and revenues are 
running at closer to sixty per cent of pre-pandemic levels. 

That means that out of £20 billion of income generated in the industry last year, 
£16 billion came from the taxpayer, over three times as much as pre-pandemic 
levels. 

That is why I was so disappointed with the strike action, which the unions called 
before negotiations had even properly begun. The question is: what is the best 
way to achieve sustainable pay rises in the long term? The answer can only be 
to improve productivity and increase passenger volumes. Strikes won’t achieve 
that. 

I understand the cost-of-living challenge is tough. But low-paid rail workers will 
receive at least £1,200 of government support this year. 

This is on top of changes to national insurance thresholds, which will save 
workers an average of £330 a year, and the changes made to the Universal 
Credit taper rate, which will leave almost two million of the lowest-paid in-work 
claimants £1,000 a year better off.  

Last month, I was delighted to be called forward to present a Private Members’ 
Bill (PMB), which is a way that backbench MPs like myself can pass their own 
legislation. My PMB is called the Child Support (Enforcement) Bill. 

Far too often in this job, I've heard from single parents – mostly single mums – 
who are struggling to get child maintenance payments from their former 
partners. As a result, they find themselves disempowered, in poverty, and 
struggling to make ends meet. 

Sixty per cent of all families in poverty in this country are single-parent families. 
If they could get hold of the child maintenance payments they’re owed, 60 per 
cent of those families would be lifted out of poverty. This would make a material 
difference to their lives. 
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Another highlight of last month was my visit to the Men-in-Sheds at the 
Woodhouse Centre in Oxted. Founded in 1971 by Mrs Betty Woodhouse, the 
centre was established to provide employment and a sense of companionship 
for local retired and disabled people. 

Lastly, reflecting on our local Platinum Jubilee celebrations, I feel incredibly 
proud to be your MP. From Crowhurst to Caterham, from Lingfield to Limpsfield, 
from Tatsfield to Whyteleafe, I went to 24 resident-led street parties across East 
Surrey. 

Everywhere I visited, I met a couple of exhausted people who had given 
everything they had to put together these tremendous events for their friends 
and family, and I met hundreds and hundreds of people having a glorious time. I 
want to put on record my thanks to everyone who was involved in these 
wonderful celebrations. I hope you all take enormous pride in the joy you 
brought to our neighbourhoods. 

Claire Coutinho

Meals On Wheels Needs You! Drivers 
and helpers required on Fridays and 
Wednesdays 

Meals On Wheels is urgently looking for volunteer DRIVERS to 
deliver fish and chip meals once monthly on Fridays 11:30-1:30pm, or to help 
PREPARE VEGETABLES bi-monthly on Wednesdays from 2pm. 

If you'd like to support this invaluable community service for the elderly or 
housebound, why not volunteer? You would be part of an amazing team helping 
members of the community keep their independence and remain in their homes.  

For more information or to help your community by signing up, email 
julia@tva.org.uk or call 07741 657 190.  

Our service is one of the few independent Meals on Wheels services in the 
country which is run entirely by volunteers.  

Our team of 150 dedicated cooks and deliverers provide healthy and nutritious 
meals to housebound residents of Lingfield, Dormansland, 
Felcourt and Crowhurst every week of the year.  

All meals are freshly cooked in our designated kitchen in the 
Jennings Hall at the Community Centre.
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The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 2022  
Lingfield Beacon lighting

A large crowd arrived by 
torchlit procession from the 
community street party in 
Church Road to Beacon 
Field in Lingfield Nature 
Reserves. 

The Lingfield Silver Band 
played as people 
assembled, and 
accompanied everyone in a 
rousing chorus of ‘God 
Save The Queen’ as the 
Beacon blazed. 

A fireman from Lingfield fire 
station lit the Beacon. 

Crowhurst Beacon could 
be seen in the distance.
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Felcourt families gathered 
together to celebrate with 
a picnic at Kingsley Farm 
on Blackberry Road. After 
voting for their favourite in 
the Jubilee cake 
competition, locals shared 
a slice – or two! Yum!  

Thanks to organisers, 
Anne, Elaine and Peter 
(pictured right)

The winning Platinum Jubilee cakeThe cake competition top three winners

Felcourt Jubilee picnic
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Financial help towards the rising 
cost of living from Tandridge 
District Council 

We have just launched two government funded schemes for residents to help 
ease the financial pressure from the rising cost of living. 

Anyone aged 16 to 65 years old, or turned 66 after 1 April 2022, can apply 
online to Tandridge District Council for the Tandridge Household Support Fund 
for up to £300 in food vouchers. 

This grant is not a loan, does not need to be repaid, and is in addition to the 
£150 council tax energy rebate.  

Once all the funds have been allocated, we will close the application process.  

You can apply online at www.tandridge.gov.uk/supportfund.  

You'll need your National Insurance number, bank account details, address, and 
proof of any benefits you are claiming.  

Once your form has been submitted, we will check you are eligible and make a 
payment within ten working days. 
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We have also created a dedicated webpage, so please visit 
www.tandridge.gov.uk/support for more information, or you can  
call 01883 722 000 if you do not have internet access.  

Tandridge District Council 
The Council Offices 
8 Station Road East 
Oxted, Surrey 
RH8 0BT
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Lingfield Community Library 
The Summer Reading Challenge, for under 11s, started in July 

Saturday 9 July until Saturday 17 September, come to the library and register 
your children! Main challenge for 4 to 11 years old, and the Mini Challenge for 
the under 4s. 

DON’T FORGET – EVERY THURSDAY THROUGHOUT THE SUMMER HOLIDAYS 
Rhyme Time - 10.15 AND Story Time 15.30 will be fun activities for your 
children to enjoy. Check the Lingfield Community Library website for 
information! 

The Library is open: 
Wednesday 2pm – 5pm •

Thursday 10am – 5pm •

Friday 2pm – 5pm •

Saturday 10am – 2pm •

You can visit the garden when the Library is 
open and we’re hoping to run activities for 
children there over the summer. Further details 
from the Library, on our website, 
www.lingfieldlibrary.org.uk and on our 
Facebook page. We look forward to seeing you 
soon.
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QVH Macmillan Centre 
celebrates a decade of 
cancer support 
Back in 2012 Queen Victoria Hospital and Macmillan Cancer Support founded a 
special centre in East Grinstead to ensure that people living with cancer had the 
right information and support.  

A decade later, they are celebrating the support the centre's staff and volunteers 
have provided to thousands of people with cancer, their friends, families and 
healthcare professionals. 

The QVH Macmillan Cancer Information & Support Centre provides a safe space 
for patients to explore and understand their feelings whilst on their cancer journey, 
as well as a range of complementary therapies and psychological support.  

Importantly the centre is there for anyone affected by cancer – not just the 
hospital's patients – offering holistic care and a listening ear. 

Jenny has had cancer twice. She now regularly uses the QVH Macmillan 
Centre and takes advantage of the complementary therapy available. She said: 

“Friends and family often think that your cancer is over when you've finished 
your major treatment but it's really not and there are a lot of side effects. The 
staff and volunteers here understand that – you can talk about it or not talk 
about it, whatever you want to do. I also find acupuncture can help with some of 
the side effects of my medication.” 

Nicky Reeves, Chief Nurse at Queen Victoria Hospital, said: “We’re delighted to 
be celebrating the QVH Macmillan Centre's tenth birthday. It helps provide a 
different, more holistic, way of supporting people with cancer which is important. 
The complementary therapy and support offered by our team meets a different 
set of needs to a person’s cancer treatment and means a lot to those who visit 
the centre. Thank you to our staff and volunteers for making the centre a much 
loved and needed local resource.” 

To mark the occasion, the team held a celebratory tea party on Friday 29 April 
and were joined by East Grinstead Town Mayor, Councillor John Dabell. 

You can find out more about the QVH Macmillan Cancer Information & Support 
Centre here www.qvh.nhs.uk/beyond-cancer/Wellbeing and living beyond 
cancer, Queen Victoria Hospital 

If you would like to find out about how you can volunteer at the centre, please 
email qvh.volunteering@nhs.net.  

QVH is a leading specialist centre for reconstructive surgery and rehabilitation, 
helping people who have been damaged or disfigured through accidents or 
disease.
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Care in East Grinstead and 
Lingfield 
CARE, our local “Good Neighbour” scheme, is well 
known in our community for the assistance we give to 
our (mainly elderly) clients who need transport to 
medical appointments at doctors and hospitals. We 
have 342 clients, of whom 95 are from Lingfield and 
Dormansland.  

WE DESPERATELY NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS to enable us to continue the 
service our clients have come to rely on. 

We need DRIVERS who, using their own cars, take our clients to local doctors 
and to hospitals. Drivers decide how often they would like to drive and the 
distances they want to travel. 

We also need DUTY OFFICERS who work from home one full day per month, 
9am to 5.00pm, taking calls from clients and finding volunteers who can help 
them using our fully computerized system. Full training is given. All our 
volunteers are DBS checked which CARE pays for.  

Volunteering with us is totally flexible and very rewarding.  

In the words of one of our clients: “Thank you to all the volunteers who have 
taken me to my appointments recently. I simply would not have been able 
to get to the hospitals without your help.” 

Do you have some time to spare? Could YOU help us? 

You will find more information about our work at: 
www.careineastgrinstead.co.uk.  
or email: volmanager@careineastgrinstead.co.uk.  

Our phone number is 01342 410 086 where the Duty Officer will be pleased to 
help you. 

                 Advertise in  

Advertising rates and sizes can be found on our website 
communitynewslingfield.co.uk 



The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations 
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Lingfield locals celebrate at the Jubilee Street Party in Church Street (photo Christine Skeats)

The Queen looks down from The Star! Dormansland Jubilee maypole and flag
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Dormansland Carnival Scarecrow competition  
Once again, Dormansland locals showed their creativity as 
scarecrows popped up all over the village in the lead up to 
Dormansland Carnival. 

The theme for 2022 was ‘Anything Goes’, with the winning 
scarecrow, ‘Del Boy from Only Fools and Horses’, seen in 
New Farthingdale (pictured top left). 

Photography by Grace Porter



38

ESTABLISHED OVER 150 YEARS

HEAD & SOUTHON
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL BUILDING CONTRACTORS

ALL TYPES OF BUILDING WORK

GENERAL MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS

DECORATING PLUMBING

SMALL JOBS VERY WELCOME

18 EAST GRINSTEAD ROAD, LINGFIELD, SURREY, RH7 6EP

TELEPHONE: 01342 833833 EMAIL headandsouthon@supanet.com
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LINGFIELD ROOFING
Est. 1970

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING AND 
EXTERNAL DECORATING UNDERTAKEN

Fully Insured

Tel. 01342 835 247
Mob: 07889 845 052

Email: l ingfieldroofing1@gmail .com
www.lingfieldroofing.co.uk

52 Saxbys Lane, Lingfield, Surrey, RH7 6DR
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5  

Food Standard Agency Rating 
Registered Charity No 1165840 

 

CAN YOU HELP? 
We are an independent charity run entirely by volunteers, providing 

freshly cooked meals to the elderly and disabled in the local parishes 
for over 40 years. We operate from the kitchen at the Jennings Hall 

attached to the Community Centre in Lingfield. Our important service 
ensures that these groups of people receive a hot meal and see a 

friendly face every day. 

We are currently seeking new volunteers to help 
cope with increased demand for our service. 

Are you able to spare 2-3 hours once every four weeks? You can 
volunteer for a variety of different roles including delivery, cooking, 

preparing vegetables or even washing up. Full training will be provided. 
We reimburse petrol costs for volunteer drivers. 

You could volunteer with a friend and become a delivery team together. 
You can shadow a team for the first few weeks until you are familiar 

with the route. 

Alternatively, you could join an established team in the kitchen and use 
your cooking skills. The menus are planned and  

recipes are tried and tested. 

Perhaps you prefer to work alone or just with a friend. If you have an 
hour to spare in the afternoon preparing vegetables for the following 

day, then there is a role for you too. 

If you would like to contribute to helping the more vulnerable residents 
in our local community, then call one of our friendly committee members 

and have a chat about any of these roles. 

Julie Cleaver: 07887 930473 

Joanne Powell: 07952 662388
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Lingfield Evening Women’s Institute – 
making the most of the summer season 

We have very much enjoyed making the most of the sunny 
summer weather, with visits organised to local gardens open under the National 
Garden Scheme, walks around the area planned by one of our members, and 
meeting up for a cup of coffee and a chat.  

Several of our members, some with their partners, gathered to celebrate the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee at the Lingfield Street Party, which was a wonderful 
and very memorable occasion. 

We try to plan a wide variety of regular activities, including Games Evenings, a 
Crafty Ladies group, and a Reading Group. Lots of our members enjoy coming 
along to events organised during the weeks between our monthly meetings. We 
usually meet on the third Wednesday of each month at 8pm in the Jennings Hall 
in Lingfield (behind the Community Centre) and we are always very happy to 
welcome visitors and new members. 

At most of our monthly meetings we have a speaker followed by a cup of tea or 
coffee and an opportunity to chat before a short business meeting. In our 
annual programme we aim to include talks on a wide variety of topics.  

In June we enjoyed listening to Sarah Slater, a Guide Lecturer at Hampton 
Court Palace, who gave us a fascinating talk about the history of the Palace and 
the ghosts that are said to haunt it.  

Future meetings: 
17th August – Our Summer Social will be an afternoon visit - details to be 
confirmed nearer the time 

21st September – Workshop by Garden Room crafts of East Grinstead 

19th October – ‘Why we should capture our Family Memories’ – Sarah Lott 

We are always happy to welcome visitors and new members to our meetings.  

If you would like to find out more about LEWI or come to one of our meetings 
please call our President, Mary Neville, on 01342 835 064.
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YWI Dormansland enjoys the 
glorious summer sun 

We’ve had a busy and packed agenda during the summer 
months. In June, our walking group enjoyed a Saturday morning ramble 
finishing at Dormansland Baptist Church for its inaugural pop-up brunch, which 
comes highly recommended! YWI was proud to enter a float again at this year's 
Dormansland Carnival Procession. We loved meeting some of you at our YWI 
Membership Stand so thank you for taking the time to chat to us to find out 
more about our friendly group.  

Our late summer to autumn programme includes a Platinum Jubilee themed 
garden party at one of our member's beautiful landscaped garden and an 
entertaining talk by local carriage driver, Antonia Gallop taking us through the 
history of carriage driving. 

We are planning a ranger tour with A to Bee Ecology at Chiddinglye Manor 
Estate in September where we hope to learn more from this conservation 
organisation on identifying the varied flora and fauna on the estate as well as 
looking for signs of wildlife. 

We will be holding a SWISHIG Event, open to everyone, on the morning of 
Saturday 15th October in The Parish Rooms, The Platt, Dormansland alongside 
our popular 'YWI Cafe'. Please come and join us for an ethical clothes swap 
shopping experience and grab yourself a new outfit, shoes or accessories as 
well as being part of a community that's doing our bit for the environment. Our 
Remembrance Display will be installed in the village in October. We welcome 
any of your crochet, knitted or stitched red poppies to add to the display. Please 
email us or visit our website to find out more. 

The YWI meets at The Parish Rooms, The Platt, Dormansland at 8pm, usually 
on the 2nd Tuesday of the month and we always welcome new members. If you 
are interested in becoming a member or would like more information, please 
contact me, or Sue Alfrey, our membership co-ordinator at the email address 
below (please note new email address). If you have not been a member before, 
your first meeting is free. 

Liz Mouland, President, on behalf of YWI Dormansland 

EMAIL: infoywidormansland@surreyfedwi.org.uk 
WEBSITE: www.ywidormansland.org.uk 
Follow us: Twitter, Instagram, Facebook @ywidormansland
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Dormans Evening WI  
www.dewi.chessck.co.uk 

We are making the most of the warmer days and longer 
evenings with garden visits, a sharing picnic, fish and chips on the recreational 
ground, a skittles evening with supper, a trip to Watts Gallery, and a picnic and 
show at the open-air theatre at Hever Castle. 

The WI is a very democratic organisation and after a suggestion from a member, 
an almost unanimous majority have voted to start our meetings at the earlier 
time of 7.30 pm, which will begin at our September meeting. 

Our Autumn programme includes a demonstration of weaving and making 
flowers from colourful ribbons in August. The journey of a dancer from dancing 
school to the Royal ballet and beyond in September, and our October speaker 
will tell us about the history of food, drink and table manners.  

We are a very friendly group who always make visitors feel very welcome, so do 
come along to meet us at The Parish Room in Dormansland on the second 
Thursday of the month at 8pm for July and August and from 7.30pm from 
September onwards. 

Please ring me with any queries on 01342 323 241.  

Christine Perkins

Community Support 
CARE for Lingfield, Crowhurst and Dormansland 

If you are elderly or infirm and cannot afford other forms of help when 
needing a lift to a medical appointment, shopping or essential gardening 

jobs done. 
Ring CARE on 01342 410 086 between 9am and 2pm 

Crossroads 
Claire Pealling 
01372 869 970

Lunch Club 
Jean Morrell  

01342 833 079 
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Surrey Coalition of Disabled People 
– reducing digital exclusion 
Do you know somebody that would benefit from some support 
with accessing technology? We run a digital inclusion service that provides 
devices, whether that's an Alexa, a tablet, or access to Wi-Fi, to help people get 
connected. 

If you have a device but struggle to use it, our friendly team can help with that 
too. We provide digital literacy training and confidence-boosting support to 
people from all over Surrey.  

The service is aimed at people who are at the highest risk of digital exclusion: 
people who are disabled, people with a long-term health condition, people with 
mental ill-health, carers, older people and people from minoritised ethnic groups. 

If you're digitally excluded, you are also at much higher risk of loneliness and 
social isolation. People that use the service are excited about the difference that 
it's made to their life.  

We hear stories of people being able to video call family that live in another part 
of the country or a different country altogether.  

Others have been able to access online banking, shopping and medical 
services. While others are now able to enjoy music and watching films.  

For more details and how to apply for the service Tech to Community Connect 
Project visit www.surreycoalition.org.uk/tech-to-community-connect-project/ 
or call 01483 456 558 or text 07780 933 053. 

If you have a few hours per week and would like to help others get online, we'd 
love to hear from you. We're always on the lookout for volunteers, and more 
information can be found on our website: 
www.surreycoalition.org.uk/become-a-volunteer-2/ 

All of our volunteers receive full training, support from our lovely team, and of 
course that happy feeling that you get when you help others! 
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Your Letters 

Bats off to The Queen  
Hello Everyone! I hope you have all kept as well as possible. It 
was good to see so many at the Church Fete once again. 
Things are getting better despite the cost of living. 

Celebrations for our wonderful Queen who has devoted her life 
to many countries and dealt with family problems so well. We 
must try and take a leaf out of her book, I salute her, as we all 
do. I went up at 9pm for the Jubilee torchlight procession. 

People were coming back from the street party, and everyone 
looked as though they had experienced a wonderful time and is 
something the younger generation will never forget. From the 
library to the field, the torchlight procession looked a lovely 
sight. 

While up at the field I noticed a bat flying over the crowd. When I was young, it 
would have been many bats, it has been good to see and hear lots of young 
birds twittering, all this helps to keep us going. 

Everything has begun to grow and appears fresh and green, we have a 
wonderful world, and it is up to us all to lend a helping hand to Mother Nature, 
so that the younger generation will be able to see all the creatures I saw when I 
was a little girl.  

We would not have seen the Jubilee celebrations or some of the nature 
programmes if it was not for the TV – how we have progressed.  

It was with great sadness to hear the loss of Marlene Hughes. She did a great 
deal for the community. It was an honour to have known her and may she rest 
peacefully with her dear husband. 

All the very best to you all. 

Love, Mahala Peskett
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Lingfield Surgery Latest News 

Covid-19 Booster vaccinations update 
Lingfield Surgery is continuing with the Covid vaccination 
booster program as different cohorts become eligible. 

Patients without a mobile number on their medical records will receive a 
telephone call from the practice and will be manually booked into a convenient 
appointment slot or patients can contact the surgery to request a vaccination 
appointment.  

Patients with a mobile number will receive an SMS text invite. 

Please check the gov.uk website for latest updates to Covid booster vaccine 
guidance as this may change with ongoing clinical studies. 

Flu clinics 2022 
The practice will be holding Flu clinics starting in September 2022 for all 
patients in the approved cohorts. We will contact patients by text campaign or 
phone as we get closer to September. Patients will also be offered associated 
healthcare provision such as Shingles vaccination, Pneumococcal vaccination 
and a Covid booster if any of these are due. 

New staff 
The practice is delighted to announce the recruitment of two new salaried GPs 
and a practice nurse which will reduce appointment waiting times for our 
patients. 

Dr Emma Ghali 
We are sad to be saying goodbye to Dr Ghali who has been a valued GP at the 
surgery. Dr Ghali will be leaving on 16 August to take up a new post closer to 
home. 

Staff Training afternoon 
The practice will be closed on Tuesday, 1 November 13:00 to 18:30 for 
mandatory staff training. 
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East Surrey Walkers 
www.eastsurreywalkers.org.uk 

The ESW summer walks programme has now been published 
please ensure you check the website regularly to see 
additional walks or amendments. 

We are always learning and it never fails to amaze me how often when out 
walking you pick up information. Can you identify the connection between an 
attractive village (formerly in Kent now in the London Borough of Bromley), The 
Beagle, pottery and kissing cousins? On a recent walk I learnt of the connection.  

The answer begins with naming the village – Downe which lies on the North 
Downs. It is believed the North Downs connection led to the naming of the 
village probably deriving from the old English word “Dun” meaning hill. Over the 
centuries the spelling of the village name varied ultimately being styled in the 
current form “Downe”.  

The Beagle was, of course, the ship in which Charles Darwin undertook his five 
year voyage (1831 - 1836) gathering information which led to his theories of 
The Origin of the Species and related publications.  

Charles Darwin lived in Down House, Downe with his wife for 40 years, from 
1842 until he died there in 1882. 

Darwin’s Mother was Susannah Darwin (née Wedgwood). Susannah was the 
daughter of Josiah Wedgwood the entrepreneurial founder of the Wedgwood 
Pottery making earthenware, stoneware and ultimately porcelain (china).  

In 1839 Darwin married his cousin Emma Wedgwood (the daughter of Elizabeth 
Wedgwood, Susannah’s sister). 

To complete the brief picture painted by my explanation of the connection, 
Elizabeth (Aunt Bessie) also took up residence in Downe; she, Emma and other 
members of the Wedgwood family are buried in the churchyard of St. Mary’s, 
Downe. Charles had expressed the hope he would be buried in Downe but was 
honoured by being laid to rest in Westminster Abbey.  

You can join our walks without having to assimilate facts you can simply enjoy 
the outdoors, exercise and the company do consider joining us. 

ESW wish you happy walking 

Stephen Hanks
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News In Brief 
Tandridge District Council runs a 
surplus  
Tandridge District Council had a budget 
deficit for more than a year – but thanks 
to consistent savings, it now has a 
£458,000 surplus in its revenue budget, 
according to a BBC report. The surplus 
was announced in late June at a meeting 
of the authority's strategy and resources 
committee. The council had previously 
been threatened with bankruptcy as it had 
a near one-million-pound hole in its fi-
nances. The cash is likely to be needed 
to meet challenges in the coming year, 
reported the BBC, with some of the surplus 
also be put into the council's reserves pot, 
for the day-to-day running of services. 

Come and pay tribute at Lingfield 
Rocks 
The Lingfield Rocks music festival will 
be taking place on Sunday 21 August 
2022, at East Bysshe Cross Country 
Course, Newchapel, a “festival in the 
heart of Surrey bringing some of the 
UK’s best tribute bands”. The event 
runs from 11:00am until 11:30pm, with 
last entry at 11:00pm, with no age 
restrictions. Check out 
www.skiddle.com/whats-
on/RedHill/East-Bysshe-Cross-Coun
try-Course/Lingfield-
Rocks/36086925/ for more information 
and tickets. 

Lingfield Chamber of Commerce 
celebrates 30th anniversary 
Lingfield Chamber of Commerce cele-
brates its 30th (Pearl) anniversary this 
year and has teamed with Lingfield Park 
Resort to create the “Preferential 
Employee Active Rebate Loyalty 

Scheme” (PEARLS). The scheme is de-
signed to encourage Lingfield employees 
to spend their money in local Lingfield 
businesses, to the benefit of all. It will 
provide a great staff benefit for the em-
ployees of all participating organisations; 
increase “footfall” and income for the 
village shops and businesses by en-
couraging local employees to “shop lo-
cal”; and create a more successful and 
vibrant village resulting in fewer empty 
premises and a better feeling of general 
prosperity. Is your company a member 
yet? If not, just ask your manager to 
visit www.lingfieldchamberofcom-
merce.co.uk/members/ to join! 

Autumn Charity Feats 2022 
The local Autumn Charity Feast will start 
again in a few weeks, with a good se-
lection od local establishments taking 
part. Some of the restaurants taking 
part will be Tarana, Lingfield (October 
24) and Thai Lounge, Lingfield 
(November 22).Three Course Meal for 
£20.00 per head, of which £6.00 will go 
to the following six charities: Crawley 
Open House, The East Grinstead 
Foodbank, Crawley Prison Fellowship, 
Young Epilepsy, Being Neighbourly, East 
Grinstead & District Mental Health 
Association.  

East Grinstead Choral Society 
performs 
The East Grinstead Choral Society will 
be performing on Thursday 8 September, 
7.30pm to 9.30pm, at St Swithun’s 
Church, East Grinstead. Do you love to 
sing? Join them to celebrate thier 70th 

Jubilee Year. New singers very welcome. 
This season’s music includes Haydn, 
Vaughan Williams and Gilbert and 
Sullivan. Please visit www.egcs.co.uk.
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Lingfield Cricket Club offering a 
little something for the ladies  

As this piece is being written, we are nearing the halfway point 
of the senior league season and substantially through much of 
the junior league programme. Our eight-week All Stars 
programme for 4- to 7-year-olds has finished, but is continuing as Lingfield Mini-
cricket until the end of August. 

Two very significant positive objectives have been achieved. Firstly, we had a 
new record of over 70 children attending All Stars this year with many of them 
trying the sport for the first time, and secondly, we have finally got our ladies 
cricket up and running properly. 

Having decided we really must stop talking about it and get on with this we 
entered a Ladies cricket team, without at the time having any players, into a 
Surrey competition for the summer. We were then extremely fortunate to 
welcome a new resident to the village, Martha Manktelow, who not only has 
played plenty of cricket but is also a qualified coach.  

Marvellous news! We agreed a day, Tuesdays, for training and started to get the 
message out to recruit players. It did not get off to a very promising start when 
only one woman turned up for the first session. Oh dear! However, the next 
week there half a dozen, then a dozen and judging by the laughter that we hear 
each week they are having a whole load of fun. 

Each week we seem to have new people turning up to have a go. There are 
teenage girls, mothers of children at the club, wives and daughters of players, 
and some with no previous connection to the club, almost all have never played 
cricket before, but all are coming along to enjoy themselves. We are actually 
due to host a four-team festival on Sunday, 14 August.  

More players will be hugely welcome just come along on a Tuesday evening or 
get in touch for more information. We also have several girls playing cricket 
both in girls only teams and also in mixed teams. 

All three of our grounds are looking really good thanks to the hard work of our 
volunteer groundspeople, and running matches at the Newchapel ground this 
year has been so much easier now that we have electricity to help. 

Robert Mitchell 

www.lingfield.play-cricket.com 
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When women support each other, amazing 
things happen 

I’m a personal development, wellbeing and empowerment coach with a passion 
for equality and community. Throughout 2020, I had been working with NHS 
nurses and women to support recovery and transition from the impact of the 
pandemic. 

When I read the stat that 25 years of gender equality development would be 
wiped out by the pandemic, I was shocked. And angry. I'll be 40 this year. That 
is my entire adult life of feminism gone. 

My life motto is ‘be the change that you want to see in the world’, so at the end 
of 2021 I set up the non-profit social enterprise, Talk Think Grow, to support 
women explore their potential, fight back against gender inequality and to thrive. 

By enhancing women’s choices, and unlocking their potential, we create 
positive changes in their lives and communities now, and for years to come. 

As a coach I help you search inside yourself for what is right for you and give 
you tools and empowerment to take the next step – based specifically and 
solely on you. I believe mental health and wellbeing is something that should be 
normalised and a connection with the natural world is key.  

I run a free weekly ‘Women’s Wellbeing Walk’ in Lingfield offering a time to 
connect with others, benefit from some coaching support and the wellbeing of 
being outside. I also work in collaboration with a wonderful care farm ‘The 
Garden Army’ designed to support anyone who wants to get outside and 
experience nature to support their health. 

During lockdown, I was also shocked to hear how many children were 
accessing free school meals. With a belief that to create change you need to be 
part of the solution in 2020 I co-founded ‘The Lingfield Larder’ a community 
fridge which provides surplus food at no cost to the community. 

By creating wellbeing support and food access for all, we can address some of 
the fundamentals of equality in our communities. I bring fresh produce from the 
care farm fields to the community fridge so that others can share in the harvest 
and make that important field to fork connection. 

I have close hand experience of the impact of mental health conditions and am 
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driven to support others. As a mother I 
strive to role model principles of 
equality, kindness and sustainability.  

I'm on a mission to support and 
empower ALL women to thrive. Will 
you join me? 

I'd love to have a chat to see if I can 
work with you offering wellbeing and 
coaching support to the community. 

All the best, Laura 

Laura Crow (she/her) 
07957 712 128 
@TalkThinkGrow 
talkthinkgrow@gmail.com 
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He came with biscuits in his hand, 

the dogs he loved they felt so grand. 

With wagging tails and joyous looks 

they sat before him, like a group of rooks. 

The dogs they came from far and wide to 

find their friend, they did not hide, 

Breeds and crossbreeds big and small, 

three legs, four legs, he fed them all. 

Now sadly Mike has gone away the 

dogs seem glum and in disarray, 

They just don’t feel quite the same 

as their friend has gone to a higher plain. 

So, if by chance upon field or street 

a joyous wagging at your feet, 

The biscuit man it well could be, has 

passed by unexpectedly and with a 

twinkle in his eye, a scattering of 

biscuits float down from up high. 

A humble poem from one of the usual 
suspects

Mike the Biscuit Man 
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Brief History of Customs & Excise Duties and Trade 

As civilisation emerged, it soon became apparent that funds and resources 
would have to be obtained from the populace, to supply and maintain services 
and security for all the citizens. By Direct Taxes (eg On income and wealth), or 
Indirect Taxes (eg Purchase/Sales Tax, VAT and Customs Duties). Customs 
already existed in the 3rd Millennium before Christ, in Egypt and The Orient.  

The Romans undoubtedly brought a Customs system of taxation to Britain. It is 
however generally acknowledged that Edward I founded our present Customs 
Service. The “nova costuma” [New Customs], enacted in 1275, legalised what 
had been an ancient but arbitrary means of raising revenue. The triangular 
system of control through the appointment of customers (Collectors), controllers 
to check on the customers and ‘chercheurs‘ (Searchers) to check on both, has 
survived with modifications to the present day. In 1507 the first ‘Book of Rates‘, 
forerunner of the present-day Tariff was produced, for many articles including 
particularly wine and wool were now liable to tax.  

In 1671 King Charles II appointed the first Board of Commissioners to manage 
the Customs on his behalf. Collectors of Customs were appointed at each 
principal Port, with the boundary of each ‘Collection‘ connecting so that the 
entire coastline was covered, and was an attempt to combat smuggling. The 
role of the Collector then, as now, was to assess and collect the proper duties 
and revenue, and the stopping of those goods whose Import or Export was 
prohibited. A new tax, the Excise, was imposed by the Long Parliament during 
the Civil War (1642 - 51). 

This was intended as a temporary tax to pay for the war, but it proved to be an 
effective way of raising more revenue and the law was not repealed when the 
war ended. At first this tax was levied on just a few commodities like beer, cider. 
From then on government’s looked at any items that were either luxury, or some 
essential goods or possessions from which they could raise revenue, here are a 
few of them, some bizarre.  

1) Hearth/Fireplace Tax (1662 - 1689) On how many in the house.  

2) Salt Tax (1693 - 1825) At this time salt was a very valuable commodity. This 
tax in China financed the building of the Great Wall of China.  

3) Window Tax (1696 - 1851) You will find many bricked up windows around 
the country to avoid paying this tax. The saying ‘Daylight Robbery ‘came 
from this.  

4) Candle Tax (1709 - 1831) Chandlery’s were taxed. 
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5) Playing Card & Dice Tax (1710 - 1960) Could only be made by authorised 
makers, who stamped the Ace of Spades, and the pack was in a sealed 
wrapper, which is why the Ace of Spades is the fancy card in the pack even 
today. (Any person printing fake cards, the penalty was hanging)  

6) Wallpaper Tax (1712 - 1836). 

7) Soap Tax (1712) Repealed by William Gladstone in (1853) When he 
realised how much revenue he would lose, he thought up Death 
Duties/Inheritance Tax to balance the books.  

8) Glass Tax (1746 - 1845). 

9) Men’s Hat Tax (1784 - 1811). 

10) Bricks Tax (1784 - 1850) To help pay for the wars in the American Colonies. 
10” x 5” x 3” maximum size at that time became standard. 

11) Glove Tax (1785 - 1794). 

12) Clock Tax (1797 - 1798). 

And believe or not in Russia they had a Beard Tax. 

As you see from above, the tendency is for governments to Tax anything that 
the vast majority of the public enjoy and own. As 95% of households in the UK 
own at least one TV, and one mobile/smart phone, most have more, should the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer tax them ? 

During the second half of the 19th century Customs Duties were removed from 
most items, in pursuance of the policy of Free Trade which existed then. 
Changes were on the horizon, however, due to increasing competition from 
other trading nations. The First World War (1914 - 18) heighten these and there 
was a return to protectionism, for British industry could not survive the 
competition from the duty free entry into the country of foreign goods. A duty of 
10% was imposed on almost all foreign goods in 1932. However goods from the 
British Empire were allowed in duty free, or at a Preferential Rate from 1919.  

Also the way we handled cargo, and distributed it nationally and internationally 
changed and became more efficient. Logistics became a science. A major 
change in the handling of cargo happened after the Second World War.  

Before then goods were packed in a variety of boxes, bags, drums, cartons, 
crates, barrels etc and shipped as such. Starting with the railways it was 
realised that most type of goods destined for the same destination could be all 



56

packed into large strong containers, effectively protected from weather and 
pilferage. And unloaded in one unit from the ship, this saved an enormous 
amount of time and labour, and a much quicker turnaround of the ships. These 
container ships have been gradually increased in size.  

The largest at the time of writing is the ‘OOCL Hong Kong ‘which can carry 
21,413 TEUs. (Containers come in two basic sizes 20ft or 40ft, both 8ft high, 
with respectively 160sqft and 320sqft capacity. TEU stands for Twenty Foot 
Equivalent Unit.  

The ship above can therefore carry 21,413 20ft or 10706 40ft Containers, or a 
mixture of both types. And there are specialist containers for liquids, refrigerated 
units for example.) It will be of no surprise that the unions were up in arms 
about this innovation, but inevitably with the development of specialist cranes 
and handling equipment this is now the norm in all forms of transport.  

Parallel with this transport by road increased using the ubiquitous heavy 
articulated vehicles you now see, again loaded mainly with the standard 
containers as above. The trailer is 40ft/12metres long therefore can either carry 
one or two Containers on a flatbed, or the trailer itself acts as a Container.  

These vehicles can either drive on the ferry or Channel Tunnel with the 
cab/tractor Ro-Ro, or off-load the Containers or disconnect the Trailer, and the 
tractor can go off and pick up another trailer load. NB: Without the development 
of the Autobahn in Germany, and the Motorway Systems on the Continent, and 
the UK in 1958, efficient road transport would have been impossible.  

But the biggest change in modern times is freight by air, which has the advantage 
of speed. Unit Load Devices (ULDs) of aluminium, which normally have one 
rounded side, to fit snugly in the tubular freight hold of any aircraft, are the 
equivalent of Sea/Road Containers. Or cargo may be loaded on aluminium pallets.  

Again they can be off loaded quickly and allow the aircraft to depart: The next 
major changes in our story are that on 1st January 1973 when we joined the 
European Economic Community (EEC) and when we left on 1st January 2021.  

Dennis Evans, former Business Analyst & Training Officer Logistics

                 Advertise in  

Advertising rates and sizes can be found on our website 
communitynewslingfield.co.uk 
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HCPC Registered Chiropodist/Podiatrist

Emma Victoria Westers  BSc. (Hons.) MChS.

01342 834454   www.centre4feet.co.uk
1 Ray Lane, Blindley Heath, Lingfi eld, Surrey  RH7 6LH

Warts & Verrucae?
Treat them with the new quick, precise 

& easy way with Swift®

Available in your local area from

Putting your feet fi rst…
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LINGFIELD PLUMBING
PLUMBING PROBLEM?

Call an expert for a 
no obligation Quotation

30 years experience in Domestic
and Commercial plumbing 

and heating

City and Guild Qualified

Insured

For a professional and 
courteous service

contact

Lingfield Plumbing

Tel: 01342 833 280
07711 434 569

lingfieldplumbing@gmail.com
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Hippocrates said...
 “ ra foorces within us ar rss of disease”.
feeel it’s these natural forces that respond to Acupuncture.

Susan Donald Acupuncture
BSc (Hons) LicAc BAcC member

y RH7 6A Dormansland,Clinic:

07775 634943

info@susandonaldacupuncture.com

d ld

: ,  Surre AWW

www.susandonaldacuupuncture.com



63

What’s the number?  
Emergency – fire, police, ambulance 999 or 112 
Police (Surrey), non emergency 101 
Health  

Lingfield Surgery (8:30am to 6:30pm)                01342 836 327 •
NHS (out of hours service)                                 111 •
Queen Victoria Hospital                                      01342 414 000 •
East Surrey Hospital                                           01737 768 511 •
Boots Chemist, Lingfield                                    01342 833 831 •

Utilities (Emergency numbers)  
Gas                                                                     0800 111 999 •
Waste Water (Southern)                                     0330 303 0277 •
Water (Sutton & East Surrey)                             01737 772 000 •
Electricity (UK Power Networks)                        0800 316 3105 •
Telephone – faults                                              0800 800 151 •

Transport – rail, air, bus, coach  
Gatwick Airport                                                   0844 892 0322 •
Heathrow Airport                                                 0844 335 1801 •
Lingfield Marathon Minibus                                01342 870 261 •
Tandridge Buses 4U                                           01883 732 791 •
National Express Coaches                                 08717 818 181 •
National Rail Enquiries                                       03457 484 950 •

Councils  
Tandridge District Council                                   01883 722 000 •
Lingfield Parish Council Clerk: Fay Elwood       01342 835 557 •
Dormansland Parish Clerk: Lisa Thompson       07395 323 456 •
Surrey County Council                                       03456 009 009 •
Surrey County Council Highways Emergency   0300 200 1003 •

Schools  
Lingfield Primary School                                    01342 832 626 •
Dormansland Primary School                            01342 832 359 •
Oxted School                                                      01883 712 425 •
Lingfield College                                                 01342 832 407 •

Others  
Citizens Advice Bureau (Oxted)                         01883 730 259 •
The Samaritans                                                  116 123 - 24 hours  •
                                                                           01737 248 444 - Reigate  
Childline                                                             0800 1111 •
Lingfield Library                                                  0300 200 1001 •
Lingfield & Dormansland Community Centre     01342 833 893 •
Tandridge Voluntary Action                                 01883 722 593 •
Tandridge Befriending Scheme                          07796 307 286 •
Young Epilepsy (NCYPE)                                   01342 832 243•




