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Editorial  
Signs of spring heralding signs of hope 

The days are getting longer and there are signs of spring in the air with the 
sound of birds singing and some early daffodils and snowdrops starting to 
appear. With vaccines being rolled out, starting with the most vulnerable among 
us, there is at least some light at the end of a very long tunnel.  

That gentle drift towards normality in the run-up to Christmas seems like a 
lifetime ago now. It seemed as though things had taken a turn for the better 
(they had, with two vaccines approved in December), but we all had another 
bump in the road to navigate  

At least the national lockdown simplified some curious regional anomalies, such 
as East Grinstead sitting in Tier 2, within a sea of Tier 4, hence the busy streets, 
and ‘local’ shoppers seemingly unaware of the location of Waitrose and 
Sainsbury’s in the last few days before Christmas.  

Our local businesses have done so much to make themselves Covid-compliant: 
shops use screens, social distancing, separate entry and exit points, or offer 
home delivery; service businesses change what they offer and how they can 
work safely with their customers. They're doing all the things needed to try and 
stay operational whilst keeping staff and customers safe and we salute them. 

And we hear countless accounts of how locals throughout the villages continue 
to support family, friends and neighbours whilst keeping safe. Whether it’s 
making scrubs, keeping Meals on Wheels going, collecting prescriptions and 
food, or just calling someone to say, ‘How are you?’, your efforts are what make 
this community amazing. We salute every one of you too.  

East Grinstead Foodbank 

The East Grinstead Foodbank continues to provide food to local people in need. 
However, in light of the rise in coronavirus infection rates in the South East, it 
has changed the way it operates including closing the Foodbank Reception 
Area. Please refer to page 5 of this online edition for updated information on 
how to get help.  

You can support the foodbank by giving money, if you can. Visit its fundraising 
page on www.give.net – search for East Grinstead Foodbank. To donate by 
post please make your cheque payable to East Grinstead Foodbank and send 
to: East Grinstead Foodbank, Jubilee Community Centre, Charlwoods Road, 
East Grinstead, West Sussex, RH19 2HL 

Gun Pond 

Let’s hope we’re out of the most serious restrictions by the middle of March, so 
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work can start on our local pond, removing silt and rubbish, and checking for 
leaks. It’s such a nice place to sit on a summer’s evening, and, like everything 
else, looks so much better when it’s clean.  

Lingfield Nature Reserves 

Despite the difficulties of last year, hedge and shrub planting continued apace, 
and the new pond in the Butterfly Garden and the meadow experiment in the 
Quiet Garden are becoming well established. True, neither area looks that great 
at the moment, but the pay off will come with a beautiful display of nature in the 
late spring. How lucky we are to have this to enjoy.  

Dormansland Carnival  

Please make a note – a provisional date of Saturday, 26th June has been 
revealed for 2021’s Dormansland Carnival. The Carnival Committee has all their 
fingers and toes crossed, hoping to be able to bring you the return of the much-
loved event this summer.  

Fairtrade Lingfield & Dormansland 

Fairtrade Lingfield & Dormansland is starting to build a schedule of events for 
2021, and has arranged a Fairtrade Virtual Fabulous February Quiz Nite, 
courtesy of ZOOM, in aid of the Fairtrade Foundation. Join them on Saturday, 
27th February at 7.30pm in the comfort of your own homes, with Quiz Inquisitor, 
Paul Pirie, for the sum of £10 per family/group/couple/singleton. 

Online edition for Spring 

This is a special online only edition, as we did for the Summer 2020 edition. We 
are not producing a printed version for Spring 2021 as we do not want to put our 
volunteers at risk. If anyone has elderly Neighbours with no internet access 
please consider printing out a copy for them. 

Join the Gang 

Fancy yourself as a bit of a writer? Want to come and join the CN team and help 
put together this wonderful little publication? Please put pen to paper and tell us 
about what’s on your mind, as we’re always happy to receive contributions of 
any sort. We’d also like to ask if anybody out there would like to help us with 
CN’s distribution and delivery? Please get in touch if you’re interested.  

That just leaves us, the CN team, to say once again a Great Big Thank You to 
you, our readers, advertisers, contributors, deliverers, friends, and associates. 
Stay safe, help each other, and we’ll see you guys again in the Summer, when 
we hope to produce a printed edition again. 

The Community News Team
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FOODBANK 
and  
Covid-19

Call 0785 6864251
alternatively, you can contact us by E-mail at

crisis@eastgrinstead.foodbank.org.uk

We are no longer conducting face-to-face sessions so you need 
to contact us via phone or email in all cases. We are moving 
to a Pick-Up system where you can collect by car without 
entering the building

Please call the number below and leave a clear message,  
with your name and number and we will call you back,  
take your details and discuss your circumstances to determine what 
you need

Access to the foodbank is by referral. A list of the agencies 
who can issue you with a voucher can be found on our website 
- or please contact us for further information. Many agencies 
can now issue e-vouchers which are sent directly to us. 

If you cannot leave your home to pick-up, we will deliver to you, 
We’ll ring or knock then step back to maintain distance 

Signposting, support and advice, will be via phone at this time 

We want to continue to provide our services and we want to keep 
both you, and our volunteers, safe.
We would be grateful for your support and understanding, whilst 
we continue to supply emergency food to those who need it most 
in these uncertain times.
The changes in the way we operate are as follows:

We are having to make these changes to our service
due to the effect of government regulations regarding
self-isolation, social distancing & hygiene practices.

Thank you for your understanding Please stay safe
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A welcome Lingfield Surgery update from Liz 
Lockwood    
How the local medical staff are dealing with the coronavirus pandemic, 

and how they’re going to help you get vaccinated 

Hello everyone!  

Thought you might like to have an update for those registered with Lingfield 
Surgery, as I have been in touch with them to answer the questions I have been 
getting from residents about what is happening – and hopefully this will answer 
many of the questions people are phoning the surgery for, thus letting the 
surgery get on with contacting patients to make bookings. 

Please feel free to forward this, or print it off for neighbours who are not online. 

For details about where you are in the hierarchy for the roll out of vaccines, the 
NHS website is:  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-

vaccination/coronavirus-vaccine/ 

There is also a scam circulating via phone text message – asking for your bank 
details to confirm a vaccination booking. You will never be asked by the NHS for 
this – the vaccine is free to NHS patients. 

It is worth remembering that both types of vaccine (Oxford AZ and Pfizer 
BioNtech) are quite fragile and should not be moved more than is necessary. 
There is always a level of wastage with every transportation, so once it’s in 
Oxted, moving it again adds to the losses, which is why Oxted is the nearest 
vaccination centre for us at the moment. The main points are:  

The surgery is phoning everyone on their register over 80 in turn, and it is 1
taking time to go through its patient list. Therefore, some 80-year-olds may 
get called before 90-year-olds. This is just how the list is made up.  

Where the patient has additional needs, these are being included in the or-2
ganisation of the calls. They will complete the over 80-year-olds and extremely 
clinically vulnerable patients first before going onto the next level. 

Appointments are being booked by speaking to residents, or their relatives if 3
necessary. The appointment is not booked until the patient confirms they can get 
to Oxted, and the surgery is providing support for those who need it to get there.  

Parking at Oxted is in the council offices car park accessed on Gresham Road 4



7

(before the Library/Oxted Clinic) and marshals will direct patients into the 
council offices along a short one-way system inside the building, while help 
is available for people who have mobility difficulties. There are disabled park-
ing bays in front of the council offices. 

Lingfield Surgery staff will be working at Oxted, so there are familiar faces 5
for residents to see and they are being supported by volunteers who are 
registered with both the Lingfield and Oxted practices. So far, all appointments 
are being filled according to the criteria set out by NHS England but if patients 
are being contacted for other appointments (such as blood tests) they are 
being offered appointments for the vaccine. These patients are on the highest 
levels for priority for vaccination anyway, it just saves a bit of time. The 
surgery will try not to use mobile phone text messages for setting appoint-
ments as they are keen to make sure that if an appointment is offered, the 
patient can get there. 

There is no charge for the vaccine and no way to get ahead of your priority 6
level, not even by paying for it.  

The surgery is finding it is getting so many calls from people who think they 7
may have been ‘missed out’ that it is stopping them from contacting people 
on their list for that day's appointments. If it is from someone who would 
have been contacted in the next few days, they will book an appointment for 
them if they can. The delivery of the vaccine is very variable, to save having 
to change appointments or cause disappointment, the surgery is only calling 
people they have sufficient vaccine supplies for. 

Please be patient, and please do not call the surgery – the staff there will call 8
you.  

Take care,  

Liz Lockwood, Councillor for Lingfield & Crowhurst 

Editor’s note:  

This was written early in January 2021, so please note there may be changes 
to some information. CN kept this in because there’s still lots of helpful 
information for those receiving their vaccinations over the coming months. 
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Staying positive 

As we enter the third – and hopefully the last – 
Covid-19 lockdown, many of our regular activities 
are on hold again, waiting to restart once the 
vaccine programme begins to take effect. In the 
meantime, we are staying positive and planning 
ahead. 

Since last March, we have kept in touch with all our group leaders and those 
who run activities at the Centre and the good news is that most of them plan to 
resume their activities when it is safe to do so. 

We are cautiously looking at other activities such as our film club, Flix in the Stix, 
and theatre events and have some ideas on the back burner for later in the year.   

We are also aware that the many groups who use the centre to socialise and 
meet up with friends have missed these vital opportunities to connect with 
others. 

We look forward to being able to resume our lunch clubs, coffee mornings and 
other groups which support members of our community, particularly the elderly. 
Of course our plans are all dependent on getting the virus under control but we 
remain optimistic. 

Although the Centre office is currently closed but we are monitoring emails and 
phone calls so can still help with information, enquiries and bookings. We are 
also still issuing NHS hearing aid batteries so if you need some please get in 
touch and we will arrange to get them to you. Further information and any news 
on reopening can be found on our website www.lingfieldcentre.org.  

We are grateful to our community for the support and good wishes we have 
received and for the financial support provided by the government, local 
authorities and the Coop Community Fund, which has enabled us to stay afloat 
during these difficult times. 

We look forward to being able to reopen our doors once again. Let’s hope that 
day is not too far away. 

Claire Thomas, Centre Manager 

W: www.lingfieldcentre.org T: 01342 833893  E: enquiries@lingfieldcentre.org 
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Twelve new trees for Dormansland in 2020 – 
so what’s next? 

In addition to the nine trees that were planted in November, three more were 
donated and planted in December on behalf of local families. I would like to say 
a big ‘thank you’ to all the donations so far. 

Sarah Goudge and Kathy Tillott have donated two beech trees, planted at the 
junction of Hollow Lane and New Farthingdale, in memory of their parents, John 
Goudge (1921-2009) and Elizabeth Goudge (1923-2020). The family have lived 
in Dormansland since 1958.  

Susan Hodge and family donated a cherry tree which has been planted at the 
corner of West Street and Dormans Road, in memory of her brother who 
passed away recently. 

I have had interest from other people, so hopefully they will progress soon. In 
addition I am in contact with the Tandridge Council Community office to look 
where else they may allow planting and Surrey County Council has expressed 
interest in planting trees – so the more offerings the better. 

As mentioned before if you would like to donate a tree for whatever reason 
please contact me on fiona.thompson@ft-property.co.uk. Wishing you all a 
safe and healthy 2021! 

Fiona French, Dormansland Tree Warden 

        Missed our deadlines? 

Get a reminder a week before our editorial deadline by subscribing to 

our mailing list on our website communitynewslingfield.co.uk 
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Lingfield Parish Council News 

Covid-19  

As I write this, the Prime Minister is announcing another 
national lock down so I want to remind residents that Geoff Ledden is still co-
ordinating the volunteer response to Covid-19 in the village.  

If you are struggling as a result of the virus – for example if you are self-isolating and 
need help with the shopping or prescriptions – do contact him on 01342 836 775. 

Inspector’s report 

The Inspector looking at Tandridge District Council’s local Plan has now reported his 
preliminary conclusions and advice. He was sharply critical of the Garden Village 
scheme and raised doubts as to whether the overall plan could be made sound.  

He gave a strong indication that TDC should start again with a new plan. A new plan 
would mean further public consultation and the opportunity for Lingfield residents to 
register their objections to such proposals as the one relating to Star Fields. 

Star Fields, the area between New Place and the Star public house, is one of the 
few sites mentioned specifically by the Inspector in his letter.  

He has asked for a heritage assessment to be carried out, recognising the points 
that have been made to him about the many listed buildings surrounding the site and 
the adverse impact on the setting, were this site ever to be developed. 

While this may sound like good news, we wait to hear how TDC is going to respond 
to his comments. We understand TDC’s Planning Policy Committee will consider its 
response at a meeting in the next few weeks. It may decide to try to amend the 
overall plan or to go back to square one and come up with a new one. We are due to 
debate our response to the Inspector’s comments in a few days’ time. 

Gun Pond 

Weather permitting, work will start on Friday 12th March at Gun Pond to remove silt 
and check for leaks. Fencing will be erected around the pond while the work takes 
place. It is expected to take around 10 days. 

Grants 

Local organisations in need of grants should be aware that the Parish Council has 
funds remaining this financial year. Would-be applicants should contact the Parish 
Clerk, Fay Elwood – details at the foot of this column – who will supply an application 
form. 

Litter Bins 

The Parish Council has stepped in to help Tandridge District Council with its public 
litter bin replacement programme in Lingfield. We are providing extra cash so more 
bins can be replaced in the High Street, East Grinstead Road and Godstone Road.  
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STOP PRESS 

At the EGM held on 12th January, Lingfield Parish Council took the decision to 
set aside a budget to pay for a Conservation Area Assessment of Star Fields to 
defend the site against developer interests. The money will come from the funds 
originally allocated for Lingfest as it has become clear that the event cannot 
take place this year because of Covid-19. The precept will remain at £60,000 
which is virtually the same as last year. 

Vivien Hepworth, Chairman 
The Lingfield Parish Council office is situated in Lingfield and Dormansland 
Community Centre and is usually open to the public between 10am and 12 noon on 
Monday to Thursday.  

During the period of the national lockdown the clerk will be working from home and 
checking the answer phone every few days. The best way to make contact is by 
email. 

Contact details: 
Parish Clerk: Mrs Fay Elwood, Lingfield and Dormansland Community Centre, 
High Street, Lingfield, Surrey RH7 6AB T: 01342 835 557 
E: lingfieldpc@gmail.com W: www.lingfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk

The Bloomin’ Arts chosen by the Co-op Local 
Community Fund 

Dear Lingfield Community,  

This year, Bloomin’ Arts has been chosen to benefit from the Co-op Local 
Community Fund. At a time when funds for charitable organisations are 
becoming more difficult to access, we’re incredibly grateful for this opportunity 
to make a real difference in Lingfield. 

We are raising funds for Bloomin’ Arts 

Bloomin’ Arts supports learning disabled adults to enjoy, develop skills, perform 
and work in the arts. Based in Shawlands Court in Lingfield, Bloomin’ Arts 
provides high quality artistic tutors and staff to nurture and value each individual 
to fulfil their creative personal ambitions and talents in an accessible way at 
whatever level they choose. 

Taking part, training, performing or working as an artist 

Supporting each individual to develop and expand their personal power, social, 
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emotional and 
practical life skills to 
take greater control 
of their own 
independence and 
lives. 

Covid-19 has seen 
the demand for our 
service increase as 
we support around 
100 young disabled 
adults in Lingfield 
and the surrounding 
districts, who 90% 
are on the extremely 
clinically vulnerable 
list and have been 
shielding since 
March 2020. 

To help us raise vital 
funds, we’ll be 
relying on Co-op shoppers. Every time they buy Co-op own-brand products they 
get a 5% reward for themselves, and a further 1% goes to local causes like ours. 
Co-op members can decide which local group they would like to back by going 
online www.coop.co.uk/membership.  

We really hope that people will visit the website and choose to support us. 

If you’re not a member and would like to support us, you can join at your local 
store or online at www.coop.co.uk. 

When a community comes together we’re able to achieve great things, so we 
hope you can help promote our project. For more information about us, please 
visit www.bloominarts.org.uk  

Contact us  

W: https://bloominarts.org.uk E: info@bloominarts.org.uk T: 01342 836 785 
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Lingfield Cricket Club: holding 
out hope for an April restart 

Will we, won’t we?  

With another lockdown underway, we have had to 
cancel or at least postpone our Winter Training 
Programmes, while the Indoor Cricket Leagues has 
also been cancelled.  

The hope now is that we will be able to actually play cricket come April. 

We have submitted our entries into the Surrey Junior Leagues and will be doing 
something similar soon for Sussex. We have entered a girl’s competition as well 
so will try to recruit more girls in order to enlarge the squad. 

None of the usual end of season presentations were possible, nor the annual 
dinner. 

There was quite a furore late in the year when the Sussex League at their 
virtual AGM voted to remove the obligation on home teams to provide teas!  

This became National news and many letters were published in the press 
lamenting this. The League then canvassed all clubs, including those that had 
not attended the (Zoom) AGM and the result was that the decision was reversed 
by a narrow majority. 

Sandwiches, cakes and scones will continue in 2021 – if we play. 

Our normal revenue stream was of course devastated by not playing. However, 
thanks to some generous donations and grants we have remained solvent and 
been able to commission the renovation of our practice nets. This work is 
booked to take place in April in time for use at the start of the season – if we 
play. 

Unfortunately, although we have not quite completely given up hope, the cost of 
installing electricity to the Newchapel ground remains exorbitantly expensive, 
and it would seem to be beyond our means for the foreseeable future. 

Any new members will be welcome. See our website for more information: 
www.lingfield.play-cricket.com
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Down on the Allotment: Take pleasure in the 
first signs of spring – and wait for a 
vaccination 

Well, it’s lockdown again. Our homes have become our 
entire world once more. Where once we might have 
enjoyed expeditions to far-flung places to see new sights, 
now we take daily walks around the garden. We see 
daffodils poking fat heads up through the mud, the first 
buds opening on the overgrown tangle of clematis, and the 
fresh green stalks of onion and garlic bulbs. 

Viewing the wildlife in their local habitat is not a Safari in 
Kenya, but rather the garden birds (of which we now have 
several thousand), who wait impatiently each morning for 
the feeders to be refilled.  

One sight I’d like to see is the local fox, who evidently found a tasty piece of 
minced pork (Christmas day stuffing) and decided to hide it in the middle of one 

of my vegetable beds. 

Sure enough, and with much digging, our dogs 
uncovered the morsel and now the poor fox returns 
each night, digging about for his lost treat, clearly 
wondering if he is having memory problems.  

The only solution I can think of is to buy some more 
minced pork and to hide it for him to discover so that 
he can leave my vegetable beds alone once and for 
all! 

Thinking of my own memory problems, one of my Christmas gifts this year was 
a large magnetic whiteboard on which I have written down one side all the 
vegetables I intend to grow this year, and months across the top to form a grid. 

I will use magnetic discs to indicate whether I have sown that month and, if so, I 
will move the disc across to the next cell – rather like a plotter board in a World 
War Two RAF control room. 

This is my cunning plan to make sure that I successfully sow vegetables such 
as lettuces and radishes, rather than having a huge glut at the start of the 
season and none thereafter. 
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All the extra lockdown time, plus not having to commute to work each day, 
means that I now have big, clear vegetable beds ready and waiting for crops – 
but it’ll still be another two months before they start to get filled with those early 
stalwarts of allotment gardens, parsnips and broad beans. 

After that, I’ll be planting up crops from sunnier climes like chillies, tomatoes 
and aubergines so that, when the sun shines, I can pretend I am in a Greek 
taverna. I won’t go the whole hog of bathing trunks though, as I wouldn’t want to 
be the one to force my neighbours to flee their homes during lockdown. 

Right now, we can only look forward to being vaccinated, to returning to normal, 
to seeing friends and family. In the meantime, I’ll take pleasure in the little signs 
of spring both in the garden and on the plot and, if my new sowing regime fails, I 
may well be rooting around for that piece of minced pork. 

Stay healthy, stay hopeful. 

Adrian Colombini 

CROWHURST ALMSHOUSE VACANCY – Available January 2021 

One bedroom, self-contained, single storey, terraced cottage suitable for  
single occupancy, is available in Crowhurst, Lingfield.  

Applicants should either be living in the Parish of Crowhurst or surrounding  
Parishes or have originated from the area.  

Unfortunately, the cottage is unsuitable for wheelchair users and it should  
be noted that the cottage is in a rural area with very limited public transport.  

It has a shared garden. 

Applicants must be able to live independently. 

Please contact the Clerk to the Trustees:  
E: crowhurstcharities@yahoo.com, or in writing to  

1 Brick Kiln Cottages, Crowhurst Lane End, Oxted RH8 9NT  
for an application form and more details.
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5  

Food Standard Agency Rating 
Registered Charity No 1165840 

 

We are pleased that our delivery service has continued to run at full 
capacity since the beginning of the pandemic. With many willing 
volunteers and very careful planning we have been able to offer a Covid 
safe service to our clients. Strict hygiene measures have been put in place 
to ensure the safety of our cooks, deliverers and clients.  

We continue to offer a wide variety of tasty, highly nutritious meals all 
prepared in our dedicated kitchen. We use local suppliers for our fresh fruit 
and vegetables, meat and fish. In addition to this, we are pleased that the 
Lingfield Fish & Chip shop supplies freshly cooked portions of fish & chips 
for us to deliver every Friday lunchtime.  

We delivered a full Christmas lunch to everyone on the 9th December along 
with a small hamper of special treats to enjoy over the festive period. 

During the last few months we have had some lovely feedback from 
clients who have been very grateful for the service during the difficult 
months of lockdown. Here are a few of the comments: 

“We are so grateful to see a friendly face every day and the meals are 
delicious” 

“Thank you for delivering such lovely meals to my mum and making 
sure that she is safe each day” 

“We really look forward to our fish & chips every Friday. It’s always 
freshly cooked and nice and hot”  

“My Christmas lunch was the best yet and I enjoyed it with a glass of 
wine as a special treat”  
We would like to express our heartfelt thanks to a local resident who kindly 
donated the proceeds from her Christmas light display and Santa visits to 
MOW and to Waitrose East Grinstead who has supported us with a 
generous donation in the last few months. 

We still have capacity to accept new clients and we offer flexibility for 
those that do not require meals every day. If you are interested in our 
service, please ring our dedicated MOW phone for a chat. If we are unable 
to take your call immediately, please leave us a message and we will 
return your call, on 07504 481 289.
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Dormansland Carnival offers a glimmer of 
hope for 2021 
Make a note – a provisional date of Saturday, 26th June has been revealed!  

To all Lingfield Community News readers.   

We hope we find you well as we start to see – maybe only slowly – some light 
at the end of this rather long dark tunnel, as the third lockdown (slowing the 
infection rate) and the new vaccines (protecting care workers and the most 
vulnerable) start to take effect. 

The Carnival Committee has all their fingers and toes crossed, hoping we will 
be able to bring you the return of the Dormansland Carnival this summer. 

At the time of writing, and being totally realistic, going ahead or not is very likely 
to be a late call. 

Please keep your firm pencil booking of our provisional date of Saturday, 26th 
June, 2021 in the diary, then keep across the latest news updates published on 
various social media outlets, namely the Carnival Facebook & Website pages, 
local Community Facebook groups, the Community News publications, The 
Village Voice and notices posted around the village. 

Having sufficient volunteers could be a game changer on any late decision, so if 
you are willing to lend a helping hand on the day don’t delay, ‘get in touch’ – the 
contact details are below.  

Luckily, 2021 will definitely see the return of the Scarecrows regardless, and 
anything goes. They don’t need to be complicated. They can be made using 
items readily found in any home (cardboard, newspaper, old clothes, wire, old 
hats, etc.). Make them as big or as small as you like, but please display them 
where people can enjoy your handiwork from a social distance. 

It is such fun seeing them pop up all over the village in early June. A sign that 
summer is back, and certainly brings joy and laughter to those warm long 
evening strolls.   

Stay safe, stay well … 

The Dormansland Carnival Committee 

Get in touch: 
W: www.dormanslandcarnival.org E: info@dormanslandcarnival.org,  
F: www.facebook.com/DormanslandCarnival

Breaking news  
31st Jan 2021 - Post Publication 

Dormansland Carnival Committee has 

had to make the decision to cancel 

the carnival for 2021 due to the 

uncertainties of the pandemic. More 

information on their website and 

Facebook Group.
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Tandridge District Council: don’t 
take coronavirus home with you 

There are not many places to go shopping at the moment, 
which can mean our local supermarket and corner shops are busy. 

Approximately 1 in 3 people who have coronavirus have no symptoms, and 
could be spreading it without realising it. Please act like you’ve got coronavirus.  

To reduce the risk of catching coronavirus and make sure you don’t take it home 
with you, please shop alone and always remember hands – face – space. 

Hands: wash your hands regularly and for at least 20 seconds. 

Face: wear a face covering in indoor settings where social distancing may be 
difficult and where you will come into contact with people you do not normally 
meet. 

Space: stay two metres apart from people you do not live with where possible, 
or one metre with extra precautions in place (such as wearing face coverings). 

Why not book an online delivery or use click and collect instead of going to the 
shops? 

Thank you to everyone who has been working in our supermarkets and local 
stores throughout the pandemic. You have helped keep stores safe, shelves 
stocked and families fed.
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Helping improve employment 
opportunities for young people 
Local businesses are being encouraged to help improve 
the employment prospects of local young unemployed 
people by working with the Gatwick Diamond Employability Youth Hub. 

Businesses are invited to a digital launch event on Wednesday, 3rd February, 
from 11:30am to 2pm, to find out how they can work with the hub to support 
young people in the Tandridge district and surrounding areas. 

The hub, which will be available online and physically in the Tandridge district 
when it is safe to do so, is being set up to help young unemployed people aged 
18-24 overcome barriers to finding work, while helping local employers find hard 
working, enthusiastic and innovative people to join their organisations. 

Employers can register their interest here 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/gatwick-diamond-youth-hubs-launch-event-

tickets-133824826659 for the launch event online. 

Tandridge District Council is pleased to work with the Department for Work and 
Pensions, East Surrey College, Reigate & Banstead Borough Council, Crawley 
Borough Council and Horsham District Council to support the Hub. 

Tandridge Voluntary Action’s 
befriending scheme helps 
connect people 
Tandridge Voluntary Action’s befriending scheme provides 
ongoing friendship and conversational support to residents who are lonely or 
isolated. 

The scheme matches a volunteer friend based on shared interests and then 
regular get-togethers are arranged. 

While these catch-ups have to be over the phone at the moment, due to current 
restrictions, meeting face-to-face is a priority once it is safe to do so. 

A recent survey shows the importance of the scheme, with 97% of respondents 
saying they look forward to a visit or contact with their friend, and 94% saying 
their friend cheers them up and gives them positive feelings of hope and 
something to look forward to. 

If you’d like to know more about the scheme, or know someone you think might 
benefit from it, please contact the scheme’s coordinator, Lucy Darlow,  
on 07796 307 286 or at befriending@tva.org.uk.
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Tandridge District Council: 
Covid-19 vaccination centre 
opens in Oxted 

The Council Offices in Oxted will be used as a Covid-19 vaccination centre. 
Vaccinations are strictly by appointment only. No one will be admitted without an 
appointment. 

GP surgeries will invite those who are currently eligible for a vaccination, with 
the aim of vaccinating about 1,000 people a week. NHS staff and fully trained 
experts will carry out the vaccinations. 

Anyone attending for a vaccination should use the main entrance to the building, 
follow the one way system and comply with Covid-19 guidelines. Volunteer 
marshals will help with patient flow inside the building from the entrance to exit. 

Parking is available in the main Council Offices car park for those attending the 
centre. If you have an appointment, please access this car park on Gresham 
Road in between the Council Offices and the Oxted Health Centre. Volunteer 
marshals will be there to give directions. Disabled badge holders can also use 
the disabled bays outside the main entrance. 

If you have any Covid-19 symptoms or are self-isolating, please do not attend, 
but contact your GP practice using the details on your appointment confirmation 
to make them aware. 

Please help the NHS by being patient: 

Please do not contact your GP practice to seek a vaccine – they will contact 1
you. When they do contact you, please attend your booked appointments.  

Please continue to follow all the guidance to control the virus and save lives. 2

Due to the current Covid-19 lockdown, the reception area in the Council 3
Offices is closed. 

Residents should stay at home and only visit the Council Offices if they have 4
an appointment. 

The vaccination appointment service is not being run by the Council, so please 5
do not call our Customer Services team as we will not be able to help with any 
enquiries.
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Lingfield Nature Reserves – a 
summary of 2020’s highlights  

Despite the difficulties and hardships brought by Covid-19, 2020 has been an 
exciting year for the Lingfield Nature Reserves. Not only was it a landmark year, 
25 years after the reserves were created, but a great deal has been achieved 
and there is more to look forward to in 2021. Our most exciting project was our 
recent hedge planting. 

Over 40 people attended and got digging, planting 500 hawthorn, blackthorn, 
buckthorn and spindle whips. It was heartening to see babies, toddlers, children, 
teenagers and recent graduates among a variety of new faces alongside our 
dependable and loyal regulars. It all bodes well for the future. 

We can’t wait to see the hedge covered in blossom then berries and sloes in a 
few years’ time. The hedge planting seems to have generated new interest in 
the village as our New Year’s Day work party attracted more than 20 hardy 
volunteers who braved the cold to help.  

Our efforts and the flourishing wildlife have also been noticed and we have had 
visits to see what we are doing from our local MP Claire Coutinho, BBC Surrey 
and the Caterham and District Independent. The Lingfield Library donated 
plants from its new wildflower garden. 

We now have a twitter account: Lingfield Wildlife Area @AreaWildlife, and a 
Facebook group, where we will try to keep anyone interested updated with 
news on wildlife sightings on the reserves. 

Two projects which progressed well this year are the pond in the Butterfly 
Garden and the meadow experiment in the Quiet Garden. The pond was made 
possible with the help of Surrey County Councillor Lesley Steeds who found 
some funding for us.  

We have already seen a grass snake, egg laying dragonflies and great diving 
beetles.  

The little wildflower meadow next door has exceeded expectations and over 50 
species of wildflower have been counted in its modest 100 square metres. Next 
year we will hopefully be treated to a host insects and butterflies as we allow it 
to flower for the first time. 

A less obvious initiative is our tree and wildflower nursery in the allotment.  
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A local family have volunteered to look after it and have produced a wonderful 
design which includes a pond, compost heap, tree nursery, wild flower section, 
bug hotel and cottage garden among other things.  

In a couple of years we hope to be planting out home grown wildflowers in the 
reserve and maybe offering them to anyone who is interested in wildflower 
gardening. It is early days but watch this space. 

A project which should be noticeable in spring is our introductions of woodland 
flora into Coldharbour Copse. We coppiced and pollarded some trees to let 
more light into this wood last Winter and sowed those areas with the seed of 
woodland wildflowers.  

This appears to be working well and red campion, wild foxglove, nettle leaved 
bellflower and wood sage have appeared. Hopefully more species will 
germinate and they should provide a colourful show in the spring along with the 
bluebells we have been seeding into the copse for many years now. Which 
brings us to the wildlife. How is it doing?  

The group of animals we know the most about is butterflies. The good news is 
that despite lockdowns curtailing our surveys and against a background of 
nationwide butterfly declines, most species on the reserve did well and some 
showed continued increases in 2020.  

Small copper, brown argus, ringlet, brown hairstreak and clouded yellow seem 
to have had their best year ever. Dingy skipper, common blue, small/essex 
skipper and meadow brown are all showing sustained higher numbers which 
correlates with our programme of digging ditches and seeding wildflowers which 
started about 10 years ago.  

The small heath, which is a species of conservation concern, has colonised 
over the last couple of years. As butterflies are good indicators of the health of 
the environment we can assume other insects are doing equally well. This is all 
good news. 

We have had other interesting sightings and reports: ravens, kingfishers, 
yellowhammers, hobbies, wasp spiders and many more. It is not unusual to see 
buzzard, red kite, sparrowhawk and kestrel in the space of twenty minutes on 
the reserve if you scan the skies. It is wonderful we have so much on our 
doorstep. 

To help appreciate this wildlife, we are considering offering free guided walks 
around the reserves starting sometime in the New Year and subject to the latest 
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Covid-19 advice. The idea is to point out any birds, plants, insects etc spotted 
during the walk and to explain what we are doing to increase our biodiversity.  

It would be on a weekday morning and involve maybe half a dozen people. 
Booking would be on a first-come-first-serve basis with the aim of making the 
experience inclusive for all levels of knowledge.  

All that would be required is an interest in learning more about our wildlife. If 
you would like to hear more please contact: 
enquiries@lingfieldreserves.org.uk. 

If getting involved with the reserves appeals to you, please come along to one 
of our monthly work parties and see if you enjoy it. Feel free to ring John 
Madden on 01342 835 698 or Anne Richards on 01342 870 200. Alternatively 
please email enquiries@lingfieldreserves.og.uk and one of the committee 
will happily make contact.  

Our work parties are held on the last Sunday of every month and we meet in the 
wildlife area outside the allotment gates at 10am. 

Supporting Fairtrade in Lingfield, 
Dormansland and everywhere 
Promoting Fairtrade for producers in the Developing 

World and Fair Trade for Local Producers 

Hello Everyone.  

So glad that Community News is here, letting us all know about local events in 
our community, this time online, Thank You! 

Fairtrade Lingfield & Dormansland is starting to build a schedule of events for 
2021, but just before we go on we’d really like to tell you about the success of 
our Fairtrade Stir Up Christmas pudding party at home. 

Paul, our chairman writes: “It’s great that over 50 Fairtrade Christmas puddings 
were made at home in November. We were thrilled with this level of community 
support”. It worked a treat! We also donated £250 to Traidcraft Exchange charity. 

We now invite you to come and join our Fairtrade Virtual Fabulous February 
Quiz Nite, courtesy of ZOOM, in aid of the Fairtrade Foundation. Join us on 

Saturday, 27th February at 7.30pm in the comfort of your own homes, with 
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Quiz Inquisitor, Paul Pirie, for the sum of £10 per family/group/couple/singleton. 

Please book your place with Gill at gillwilliams2000@yahoo.co.uk, or 
telephone 01342 833 994. On booking, full details of the virtual quiz will be sent. 

If you would like to order a Fairtrade Snack Box/Supper to be delivered to your 
home on 27th February please let us know when you book. The Virtual Fairtrade 
Quiz falls in the middle of Fairtrade Fortnight, 22nd February – 7th March, a 
national drive in support of our partners, producers and farmers in the 
developing world.  

We hope the Fairtrade Quiz is a way to help them. 

We have now decided to launch a new seasonal event – A Fairtrade Easter 
Cake Bake at Home. Our Fairtrade Simnel cake will be an ideal Mothering 
Sunday gift (14th March) or an Easter treat (4th April).  

Most ingredients will be included in the kit with full instructions, and you’ll need 
a 7-inch tin, add eggs, flour, butter, lemon zest. Please note that the kit will not 
be suitable for those with nut allergies. Order by 1st March from Gill 
(gillwilliams2000@yahoo.co.uk), or call 01342 833 994, for delivery to your 
doorstep on Friday, 12th March. 

We are also hoping to have our Fairtrade Big Brew and Spring Market on Saturday, 
6th March at the Community Centre – more publicity and information soon. 

Fairtrade Lingfield & Dormansland became a Fairtrade Zone in March 2005, 
and we’ve been involved in many local community activities since. When you 
choose to buy Fairtrade you generate Fairtrade Premium funds. Then, the 
farmers and workers behind those products democratically decide how best to 
invest funds locally. 

During last year, many Fairtrade co-operatives used the funds to protect the 
most vulnerable in their communities. Rural farmers and workers in low income 
countries have done the least to cause the climate crisis, but they are already 
feeling the worst effects.  

And because of unjust global trade they aren’t earning enough to adapt to 
increasingly erratic weather patterns, more rampant plant disease and declining 
soil quality. 

This year during Fairtrade Fortnight we will be hearing much more about why the 
climate crisis means it’s more important than ever that farmers and workers earn 
enough to build a sustainable future. See www.fairtrade.org.uk for more details. 

Thank you all so much!
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Lingfield Evening WI – meetings 
taking place on Zoom 

LEWI usually meets in the Jennings Hall in Lingfield on the 
third Wednesday of the month. However, due to current 
coronavirus restrictions we are still unable to meet together as a group but we 
have for the past few months held our meetings on Zoom. 

In October, Andy Thomas talked to us about the famous bonfire night 
celebrations in Lewes. His presentation was full of fascinating information and 
we are looking forward to possibly being able to visit in person some time in the 
future!  

In November we held our AGM followed by a presentation by Alison Hoyland 
who entertained us with her Style Workout. We had great fun thinking about the 
shapes and colours of the clothes we wear and how wearing more cheerful 
colours can make us feel more positive, especially in these difficult times!   

Our Christmas celebration in December may not have been the usual festive 
get-together but we nevertheless enjoyed the craft demonstrations, quiz, 
Christmas poems, and music provided by members of our group. 

Our 2021 meetings will continue to be on Zoom until we are able to meet again 
in person – hopefully in the not too far distant future!   

20th January – ‘Reports from Coastal Stations – Journeys around the ‘Shipping 
Forecast’ by Geoff Saunders 

17th February – ‘Horsley Place’ by June Davey 

17th March – ‘From Titanic to Cruella, the highs and lows of a stuntwoman’s life’ 
by Lucy Allen 

21st April – ‘Freewheeling … around Chile and Argentina, including the 
Lakeland of northern Patagonia’ by Paul Gillingham  

We are very much looking forward to seeing everyone who is able to join us, 
even if it is on a computer screen. 

If you would like to join us or want to find out more information please call Jane 
Chitty on 01342 834 051.
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News from the YWI Dormansland – 
still Zooming along 

The YWI normally meets in the Parish Rooms on the 2nd 
Tuesday of the month, but at the moment we are continuing 
our meeting schedule successfully on Zoom. 

At our AGM in November, following the formalities of electing our committee for 
the coming year, we had a make-along craft session and made new name 
badges in the form of a flower brooch.  

Similarly, in December we made Nordic gnomes from odd socks. Materials were 
supplied to members ahead of the sessions and the results were great. Check 
out our website to see them! They’re wonderful!  

Our two book groups have continued to meet on Zoom but our planned post-
Christmas six-man strolls had to be cancelled due to Tier 4 restrictions, very sad. 
However, as soon as we’re allowed we’ll be back out enjoying the company and 
our lovely countryside. 

By the time this goes to print, we’ll have listened to a talk by a Liverpudlian ex-
policewoman turned author, Gina Kirkham, and in February our members will be 
treated to a facial pamper session courtesy of Neal’s Yard Remedies. 

In March we will hear the tale from Angela Young of ‘The Aristocrat, the Able 
Seaman and the tragic sinking of RMS Titanic’ which was gleaned from letters 
between her great-grandmother the Countess of Rothes and Able Seaman 
Thomas Jones who survived the famous event. 

Interested?  

A fantastic membership offer is available! You can join until 31st March for just 
£10.75! If you would like any further information or would like to access a 
meeting in the future, please contact Sue Alfrey, our membership coordinator, 
on 07738 247 960. 

Annie Robinson, President 

E: ywidormansland@outlook.com W: www.ywi.org.uk 
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Dormans Evening WI – still 
Zooming, still going strong 
Although faced with another significant coronavirus lockdown 
period DEWI continues to meet up with members and 
implement its programme on a monthly basis, interspersed 
with informal members meetings every two weeks via Zoom. 

In the first three months of 2021 we have speakers on Women and Security, 
Whatever Happened to Christopher Robin and The Jewels and Wardrobe of the 
Duchess of Windsor – diverse subjects to keep us all both educated and 
entertained.  

Our two book clubs continue to meet via Zoom as do our committee. Our 
telephone tree keeps members in touch with each other on a regular basis. 

It takes more than a pandemic to keep the WI out of action, though we are all 
looking forward to face to face contact soon!  

Marlene Hughes 

W: www.dewi.btck.co.uk

Twenty-one this year, twenty-one this year, 
Hearnden has the key of the door, never been 
twenty-one before! 

At the risk of repetition, it’s fair to say 2020 did not pan out the way any of us 
thought it would. It seems extraordinary, looking back at our last week in the 
office before lockdown in March 2020, that we had no notion of what lay ahead 
of us. 

We had a Business Continuity Plan, albeit one for dealing with a computer virus 
rather than a physical one and congratulated ourselves that we had set up a 
WhatsApp Business Continuity Plan group a year or two earlier so we could 
easily communicate. How little we knew! We closed the office with the exception 
of our receptionist, Moira, and swung into working from home mode – after all, it 
was only going to be for three weeks!  

Fast forward to January 2021 and the opportunity to reflect on what we have 
learned during the last year. So many things; that the strength of Hearnden 
Associates lies not only in the quality of the advice it delivers but the resilience, 
fortitude and loyalty of its clients and staff. 
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Hearnden Associates was established in early 2000 by Cath Hearnden, Paul 
Hearnden and Stuart Inman who between them already had 35 years’ 
experience as financial advisers.  

The company started with Cath 
and Paul converting a dining room 
into an office and sharing the child-
care of their two young sons and 
Stuart working from his home 
office. Within a year, there were 
two part-time administrators, sitting in the same dining room, vying for use of a 
computer, whenever an adviser was out at a meeting.  

The company grew. The volume of business demanded office premises, so in 
2003 Hearnden Associates moved into The Press in Mount Pleasant Road and 
the business flourished. Soon Alison and Emma, the original administrators, 
were joined by Claire, Sandra and Gemma, our first full-time member of staff. If 
these names are familiar to you it is because they are still with us, except 
Sandra who retired a few years ago.  

We continued to build the business and then the world’s financial markets 
crashed in 2008. We tightened our belts, adjusted our business model, and 
invested time in improving the breadth of services we could provide whilst, at 
the same time, making sure we were there for each and every client.  

Although the mortgage side of our business understandably slumped during this 
period our redesigned and improved investment process proved its value to our 
clients and we weathered the storm and came out stronger the other side.  

Hearnden Associates has continued to develop its relationships with clients, the 
community, investment houses and mortgage lenders and as the years have 
passed, we have remodelled the office more than once as the business has 
continued to expand. We brought in a fourth adviser, Simon Blackman, and in 
2015 recruited our first apprentice paraplanner.  

The part-time administrators employed by Hearnden Associates back in 2001 
had been recruited at the school gates of Lingfield Primary School.  

Our trainee paraplanner is the son of one of the mothers at those same school 
gates. Harry Cox, who we first knew as a very small boy, is now six foot six 
inches tall and is set to become one of the youngest Chartered Financial 
Planners in the country, having passed all his qualifying exams with flying 
colours. 

In 2017, we achieved Chartered Financial Planner status, considered by the 
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Chartered Institute of Insurers as the gold standard of financial planning, an 
achievement of which we are immensely proud. Cath Hearnden and Paul 
Hearnden are also Chartered Financial Planners in their own right.  

Due to the success of both our investment process and mortgage and 
insurance business we have recruited several more members of staff, all local 
residents, within the last three years, four of whom are undertaking 
apprenticeships in varying aspects of financial services. 

None of our achievements would have been possible without the wonderful 
relationships cultivated between our clients and everyone at Hearnden 
Associates; advisers, paraplanners and administrators.  

We were as proud then as we are now to grow our business overwhelmingly on 
the strength of referred business from existing clients. It is rewarding to help 
multiple generations of families, their friends and colleagues and we look 
forward to this continuing in the future.  

We passionately believe in home-grown talent. We also believe in letting people 
fly the nest. There is no better example of this than Chris Isaac who, having left 
us in November 2019 to work in Australia for a year, is now back with the 
company. This brings an unexpected challenge which was evident even before 
Chris announced his homecoming.  

We have outgrown our nest and, short of digging out the basement or building a 
staircase to access our loft space, we cannot accommodate the twenty 
members of staff now employed by Hearnden Associates.  

A year ago, it would have been inconceivable that our staff could work from 
home but having been galvanised into action by circumstances far beyond our 
control, everyone successfully rose to the challenge.  

Our next hurdle is how to successfully combine our office presence with working 
from home into the new year and beyond. If the last twenty-one years have 
taught us anything it is that change is to be embraced.  

Pandemic allowing, we look forward to celebrating the success of Hearnden 
Associates in 2021. 

Contact: 
W: www.hearndenifa.com T: 01342 837412
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Your Letters 
Dear Community News,  
29th December 2020 

Happy New Year to you all and our readers. 

At the end of October, it was very windy out walking, the leaves were 
falling fast and blowing past me. I love kicking through the leaves but 
must be careful as some dog walkers are still not picking up dog poo, 
which makes it bad for those that do. 

Some people are throwing down their face masks instead of taking them home 
and disposing of them properly. Please think of other people.    

On a more upbeat subject, before the second lockdown, my son came up and 
took me down to Somerset. It was nice to get a change of scenery, I went for 
some lovely walks by the river and saw a swan every day in different parts. 

At the end of my walk was a bridge which had different containers with herbs, 
flowers, and tomatoes in, hanging between each rail. At the end of the bridge 
was a box with plants which said “Please help yourself”. A school had done it, 
what a lovely idea, as it brightens everyone up. 

On coming home, we went into a second lockdown. I think a hedgehog decided 
it was a lockdown for him too. I did not see a hedgehog all through the summer 
but time for hibernation, this one knew where to come for its last few meals and 
a nice, cosy house to go into for hibernation. Hopefully, I will see it in the spring.  

I’m so pleased Dormansland is planting trees, what a lovely idea. My husband 
was born and bred there, we were married there, all in his beloved 
Dormansland. Appropriately, the tree warden planted a cherry tree for me and 
my family the day after the anniversary of Harold’s death. We thanked her so 
much as she did not know that Harold’s mother said she knew when Harold had 
been scrumping cherries, as the juice was all down his jumper. Happy days! 

Christmas has now been and gone, and what a strange one for all of us. No big 
get-togethers, and some people were very lonely. We all have something to 
look forward to. The time will come that we will all be with our families once 
more. Until that time comes, I wish you all a better 2021. Meanwhile, keep safe, 
look forward to when we all receive our jabs. Hooray! 

All the best, 

Mahala Peskett
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The RH7 History Group – March 
meeting still on the cards? 

The current Covid-19 restrictions forced us to cancel our January talk. Hopefully, 
given the age profile of our members, the start of the vaccine programme will 
enable the Group to restart its activities by the beginning of March. 

Our next scheduled event is: 
8th March 2021 Talk 10 things you didn’t know about Tandridge, Bob Evans 

Membership fees are £10 single or £12 joint (for members at the same address). 
There is a charge of £2.50 for visitors to our meetings.  

Members are encouraged to undertake research of their area, house or any 
local history subject they choose.  

There is a wealth of information about many aspects of local history at the 
Hayward History Centre at Lingfield Library.  

Normally we would suggest that if you needed assistance with a particular topic, 
to contact us via our website and then one of our team would arrange to meet 
you at the library. 

Obviously, we cannot provide this service at present, but if you do need help 
contact us and we will get back to you once the situation improves. 

Please note that on our website, www.rh7.org, there are 83 factsheets on local 
history available for you to read for free. 

More information can be found on our website or please contact the Chairman 
at billfstevenson@yahoo.co.uk.

                 Advertise in  

Advertising rates and sizes can be found on our website 

communitynewslingfield.co.uk 
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Lingfield Art Exhibition 2021 – carving out a 
niche at Halloween 

For the first time in 40 years, last year’s exhibition had to be cancelled due to 
Covid-19 restrictions. However, the organising team have been meeting (via 
Zoom) to prepare for an exhibition during half-term in October 2021. 

As with previous exhibitions we hope to display a wide variety of affordable, 
original paintings, sculpture, pottery and greetings cards. And of course tea, 
coffee and cakes will be on sale so that you can relax and consider which items 
you might wish to purchase.  

Over recent years, an important part of the exhibition has been the awarding of 
prizes for artwork submitted by pupils from local secondary schools. We are 
very aware of how much disruption of school education has taken place over 
the last year, and the pressure this has placed on students and teachers.  

However, we hope that local schools will continue to encourage students to 
submit work for the competition. We will be contacting the Art Departments of 
the schools in due course with details regarding submissions.  

One eagle-eyed member of the organising team noticed that the final day of the 
exhibition coincided with Halloween, so we have decided to hold a competition 
for junior artists for best carved pumpkin. Details will follow. 

Now that a vaccine has become a reality we are hopeful that this event will take 
place, and as the year progresses we will issue updates on when applications 
will need to be submitted. 

In the meantime, please put the date in your diary, and if you are an artist, now 
is the time to put brush to canvas or start modelling the next sculpture. We are 
especially keen to attract new talent and anyone who has taken up art during 
the lockdown will be warmly welcomed. 

The website, www.lingfieldart.org, has been given a face lift, and will be 
updated with details of the exhibition as the year progresses.  

We hope to see you in October. 

Best wishes from the Organising Team 
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East Surrey Walkers News 

We were hoping that following the November lock down we 
would be able to restore our walks programme. Sadly, this 
was not to be and the imposition of the Tier 4 status on our 
area unfortunately forced us to continue the suspension 
throughout December. 

The Government Review of the 30th December extended the suspension. We 
have a walks programme planned for January and February. Clearly, it is 
impossible to anticipate how our walking activities will be affected. 

ESW will recommence the programme as soon as we are permitted. You will be 
able to check the walks available via our website at 
www.eastsurreywalkers.org.uk. 

Walking provides opportunities to view nature up close and occasionally the odd 
occurrence. Imagine the surprise of a small group of our walkers which came 
across a man attempting to shepherd a swan along a footpath.  

On enquiry the “swanherd” 
explained that the swan was a 
female (pen) and had lived with 
her partner (cob) on a nearby lake 
for a number of years. In recent 
times the couple had begun to 
argue and the pen reacted by 

“walking out”. 

She would set off at a significant 
swan walking/waddling pace, and 
this had occurred on several 
occasions. She uses the same 
route to leave the lake and 
chooses not to fly. It seems having 
made her point she reinforces it by 
apparently reluctantly returning to 
the lake guided by the kindly man. Harmony is restored in the short term until 
the next lovers tiff followed by another swan walk. 

Perhaps we are not the only species that find a walk can help us to manage 
problems as well as providing physical fitness and pleasure? 

W: www.eastsurreywalkers.org.uk. Pamela Cunniffe, Publicity Officer
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News In Brief 
Dormansland 

Diamonds receives 

large order for NHS 

scrubs 

The Dormansland 
Diamonds (www.dor-

manslanddiamonds.org) 
sewing group has received 
a large order for scrubs for 
the NHS. The scrubs are 
going well, said a repre-
sentative of the group, but 
in addition NHS nurses are 
desperately in need of skin 
care products. 

If you have watched the 
news over the next last few 
weeks, you can see the 
dreadful impact wearing 
PPE for over 12 hours a 
day has on our nurses. 
Along with our scrubs and 
masks, the Dormansland 
Diamonds are including 
packs of items that might 
help and these have re-
ceived an overwhelming, 
and frankly humbling, re-
sponse, said the represen-
tative.  

It might not sound like 
much but just having a 
pack of products they can 
use is making such a dif-
ference to morale. We 
could really do with any of 
the following:  

Face •
cream/moisturiser 

Lip balm •

Hand cream •

Shampoo and hair •
conditioner 

Shower gel •

Don’t forget the men – 
please also include any-
thing you have for them! 

All products need to be 
new and unopened. They 
can be dropped off to the 
DD and I will ensure they 
get to where they are 
needed. 

Open days at the The 

Garth  

This year The Garth in 
Lingfield is planning to 
open its grounds for the 
National Gardens Scheme 
on Sunday, 2 May and 
Sunday, 9 May 2021. It is 
also planning to open for 
the Historic Houses 
Association for the week 
of 3-8 May. Opening times 
on all these days are from 
2pm-6pm. Admission will 
be £7 with children free 
and either homemade teas 
and cakes will be available 
subject to Covid rules or 
we could provide picnic 
bags. Visitors would need 
to check the NGS and 
HHA websites before plan-
ning a visit as the Covid-
19 situation may require 
us to cancel our planned 
opening. Parking is avail-
able at Gunpit Road in 
Lingfield. 

Orpheus volunteer 

awarded MBE in New 

Year’s Honours 

A grandmother who began 
volunteering at Godstone 
charity the Orpheus Centre 
20 years ago has been ap-
pointed a Member of the 
Most Excellent Order of the 
British Empire (MBE) in the 
New Year’s Honours List, 
in recognition of her out-
standing service to young 
people with disabilities. 

The 84-year-old from 
Tatsfield, Surrey, said: “I 
am absolutely amazed. I 
cried and laughed in equal 
measure.” 

Ann Lovelace first started 
giving up her free time for 
the charity three years after 
the Orpheus Centre was 
established, directing its 
young disabled students 
in their Christmas perfor-
mance.  

Ann spent several years 
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supporting drama at 
Orpheus, turning her hand 
to anything from stage 
management, voice coach-
ing, costumes to props. 

When she was unable to 
put on a show for the 
Centre this year, due to 
lockdown, Ann instead set 
herself the task of under-
taking a sponsored walk 
around Tatsfield, initially 
aiming to walk a mile for 
each of her 84 years, but 
ultimately walking 100 
miles in aid of Orpheus.  

China Restoration 

Group ready to rebuild 

after Covid 

China Restoration Group 
is a very small group of 
enthusiastic China restor-
ers. We normally meet at 

10am on Thursdays during 
term time.  

We really look forward to 
people coming into see us 
and hearing the stories 
about their broken plates, 
cups, figurines, as well as 
their delight when they see 
the items restored, where 
possible, to their former 
glory! It’s hoped we’ll be 
able to resume our meet-
ings at the Community 
Centre when it's safe to do 
so.  

However, if you wish to dis-
cuss anything in the mean-
time, please give the group 
a ring on 01342 835266. 

Friends of the College 

of St Barnabas 

Unfortunately, due to the 

current Covid-19 restric-
tions, our AGM is post-
poned until May. All mem-
bers will be contacted 
shortly.  

We were not able to have 
our usual Christmas party 
with the residents at the 
College, but did deliver 
gifts to residents and staff.  

In addition, the College’s 
chef produced individual 
tea boxes for everyone on 
our behalf, sponsored by 
the Friends.  

We look forward to resum-
ing personal visits and ac-
tivities when possible, and 
wish all Friends and resi-
dents at the College a hap-
py and healthy 2021.

 

Join the team! 

Did you know that Community News is 100% volunteer run? 

We always need locals to join our team. Can you help us? 

deliver to your neighbours 
find local advertisers 

take local photographs  
write articles of local interest 

If you can help, please contact one of 
the team on page 2.
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Disability access – East Grinstead area 
Charity Number 1079603   

The Disability Access - East Grinstead Area covers the surrounding area for 
East Grinstead, including Dormansland, Lingfield and Felbridge.  

The following information is relevant to residents in the Community News 
delivery area. 

Mobility equipment loan scheme 

The loan scheme does apply to Lingfield. As a charity they do not make a 
charge for the loan of equipment, but ask for a donation (not stipulated) towards 
the costs of maintaining their stock. There is no restriction on the duration of the 
loan, but they check for confirmation that the item(s) are still in use periodically. 
Mobility Scooters, Electric and manual wheelchairs, zimmers, 3 wheelers, 
trollies and rollators are available for loan. Equipment should be kept in good 
working order, in particular the electrically operated wheelchairs and mobility 
scooters, where batteries should be kept suitably charged, as the cost of 
renewing batteries is heavy.  

Applicants should telephone 01342 322 242. Please leave a message if no 
answer, as messages will be picked up and acted upon as soon as possible. 

Problem with taxis for older and disabled passengers 

It has been brought to our attention that some people with a disability or mobility 
problem experience difficulty in getting into the rear of a taxi, only to be told by 
the driver that they cannot sit in the front due to company regulations during the 
pandemic. In some instances, this has resulted in passengers being left 
stranded on the pavement. There is no easy solution to this, but as restrictions 
are likely to be with us for some time we would advise members who cannot get 
into the rear of a vehicle, for the reasons mentioned above, to let the taxi 
company know this when ordering the taxi. This might enable a more suitable 
vehicle to be used and thus avoid the unpleasantness of refusal when the taxi 
arrives.  

Mid Sussex District Council -  taxi regulations 

The MSDC recently published proposed amendments to the taxi licensing 
regulations. Disability Access submitted the following comments to the MSDC 
on those parts of the regulations relevant to elderly and disabled people.  

Section 22 Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle Licence 
A minimum standard of configuration and equipment should be applied to 
ensure that the vehicle is suitable for wheelchairs.  This would include: ensuring 
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sufficient space to load and unload the vehicle; safety and retention of the 
wheelchair inside the vehicle; suitable loading facilities by ramp or hoist; seats 
for the accompanying carers. 

The suitability of the vehicle should be made known to the customer when 
booking the taxi so that they can feel confident that the vehicle will be suitable 
for their wheelchair or mobility scooter. Only vehicles certified to carry 
wheelchairs or mobility scooters should be used and the driver should be 
properly trained to operate the access equipment. 

Section 25 Mandatory Disability Awareness Training 
We supported  the mandatory requirement for Disability Awareness Training. 
Procedures must exist to ensure that drivers maintain their qualification in this 
respect. In addition to physical disability awareness, visual impairment and 
deafness must be part of the training, particularly regarding how the driver acts 
and behaves when picking up the customer.  

Taxi booking agents should have procedures in place to establish whether 
customers booking a taxi require special assistance and if so this must be 
passed on to the driver. 

Amazon smile  

Disability Access has been selected to be a beneficiary of the Amazon Smile 
scheme.  

Amazon Smile is a website operated by Amazon that allows customers to enjoy 
the same range and selection of purchases as Amazon.co.uk but the difference 
is that for every purchase of a qualifying item, Amazon will donate 0.5% of the 
net purchase price, excluding VAT and shipping costs, to the charity selected by 
the customer. Prices of goods on both websites are identical and there is no 
charge to the customer for making the donation. 

If you already have an Amazon account and wish to register for Amazon Smile, 
go to www.smile.amazon.co.uk and log on as you would using your normal 
Amazon log on details. During registration you can select the charity you wish to 
support which, hopefully, will be Disability Access – East Grinstead Area. When 
making future purchases you must log on via the smile.amazon.co.uk website 
otherwise no donations will be made.  

To accrue reasonable benefit, it is obvious that spending has to be a collective 
effort amongst family and friends so please get your family and friends involved 
and ask them to support our charity.  

Beware of the scammer 

We have included an article about scams, as we continually hear about the 
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rising incidents of criminals preying on the lonely, elderly and vulnerable during 
the pandemic.  

Many of you will have received bogus telephone calls purporting to be from 
British telecom, Amazon, Microsoft and many more, including your own bank or 
Credit Card Company.  

People are also reporting scam telephone calls and emails offering medications 
to combat Covid-19. Occasionally there will be a live person on the line but 
more often all you hear is a recorded message.  

If you have any doubts about the call, politely put the receiver down and under 
no circumstances engage in conversation with a criminal whose sole aim is to 
relieve you of your money.  

Scam emails are known as phishing. If you receive an email and you are 
suspicious about its content and the sender, double click on the senders email 
address and a box will open to reveal the senders true email details.  

The National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC), part of GCHQ, launched an email 
reporting service in April 2020 to which anybody can send a suspicious email. 
The email address to use is report@phishing.gov.uk and because emails are 
scanned electronically using an algorithm you should receive a rapid reply.  

If you have been defrauded of money, make an online report to Action Fraud 
which also deals nationwide with such matters.  

If you receive a text message that appears to be a scam, do not reply to it but 
forward it to 7726 which is also part of the NCSC. 

Contact details 

Disability Access – East Grinstead Area, Town Council Offices, East Court, 
College Lane, East Grinstead, West Sussex, RH19 3LT  

W: www.egaccess.co.uk E: office@egaccess.co.uk T: 01342 322 242
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What’s the number?  
Emergency – fire, police, ambulance 999 or 112 
Police (Surrey), non emergency 101 
Health  
• Lingfield Surgery (8:30am to 6:30pm) 01342 836 327 
• NHS (out of hours service) 111 
• Queen Victoria Hospital 01342 414 000 
• East Surrey Hospital 01737 768 511 
• Boots Chemist, Lingfield 01342 833 831 
Utilities (Emergency numbers)  
• Gas 0800 111 999 
• Waste Water (Southern) 0330 303 0277 
• Water (Sutton & East Surrey) 01737 772 000 
• Electricity (UK Power Networks) 0800 316 3105 
• Telephone – faults 0800 800 151 
Transport – rail, air, bus, coach  
• Gatwick Airport 0844 892 0322 
• Heathrow Airport 0844 335 1801 
• Lingfield Marathon Minibus 01342 870 261 
• Tandridge Buses 4U 01883 732 791 
• National Express Coaches 08717 818 181 
• National Rail Enquiries 03457 484 950 
Councils  
• Tandridge District Council 01883 722 000 
• Lingfield Parish Council Clerk: Fay Elwood 01342 835 557 
• Dormansland Parish Clerk: Lisa Liggins 01732 866 149 
• Surrey County Council 03456 009 009 
• Surrey County Council Highways Emergency 0300 200 1003 
Schools  
• Lingfield Primary School 01342 832 626 
• Dormansland Primary School 01342 832 359 
• Oxted School 01883 712 425 
• Lingfield College 01342 832 407 
Others  
• Citizens Advice Bureau (Oxted) 01883 730 259 
• The Samaritans 116 123 - 24 hours  

01737 248 444 - Reigate  
• Childline 0800 1111 
• Lingfield Library 0300 200 1001 
• Lingfield & Dormansland Community Centre 01342 833 893 
• Oxted Volunteer Centre 01883 715 785 
• Young Epilepsy (NCYPE) 01342 832 243



 We must  
 keep on 
protecting 
each other.


