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Senor Sclool Open Day
Satudzay 26 September, 2020

Nursey & Prep Open Day
Satuday 10 October 2020

The happinessof all our children is paramount...

www.lingfieldcolle ge.co.ukl 01342 838153



Steam Cleaning
Carpet Shiners

* DIY will ruin your oven and
risk your Health

* Cleaning hob parts and
extractor filters in dishwasher,
you will destroy them.

* Spending a few quids annually

(Minimum charge applies) for a professional clean up will

* We use non-solvent base
bio-degradable cleaning
shampoo to protect the

expand the life of your oven.

* We use FUME free
bio-degradable cleaning

colours of the carpet. agents

East In numbers:

foodbank

People helped by year...

Helping local
individuals and
families in crisis
in East Grinstead
and surrounding
areas who are

in need.

Those less fortunate, in debt, homeless,
unemployed, or those suffering ill-health,

be working but unable to pay their bills.
For more information about the

EG Foodbank please visit
www.eastgrinstead.foodbank
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3 Lingfield Chiropody

‘& Podiatry

Jill Dyer BSc MCPod
Chiropodist /Podiatrist registered with Health and Care Professions Council (HCPC)
CLINICS AT LINGFIELD & DORMANSLAND COMMUNITY CENTRE
HOME VISITS AVAILABLE

Covid-19 UPDATE- the practice is open. As a registrant of the Health and Care
Professions Council | am a keyworker and able to practice during the pandemic. Visit the

website for more information on the many changes that have been made to protect my
patients.

GIVE YOUR FEET A TREAT AND BOOK AN APPOINTMENT

Phone 01342 834738 Mobile 07973 845405
Email info@lingfieldpodiatry.co.uk Website www.lingfieldpodiatry.co.uk




Ling Peld’s coronavirus volunteers: giving time,
showing dedication, and loving the community
By Geoff Ledden, aka The Coordinator

It's Monday, 30t March, and | receive a phone call from a lady at Tandridge
Voluntary Action (TVA), a charity supported by Surrey County Council (SCC)
and Tandridge District Council (TDC).

It knows of volunteers in Linglkeld and Dormansland who are helping vulnerable
people in isolation due to the Covid-19 pandemic and need someone to act as
coordinator and point of contact with TVA and TDC.

My name had been suggested because | run the Comnet email network for
Neighbourhood Watch to publicise community events.

So, I'm in isolation due to age, with time on my hands, and the ready-made
network, so | thought, ‘why not?’ | have already started a temporary magazine
named ‘Caged! to try to alleviate the boredom of isolation, if only for a few
minutes each week.

TVA provides the list of volunteers. | contact them, guidelines and forms of
identity are drafted, agreed with TVA, and then distributed. It quickly became
apparent that money will also be needed to provide a safety net for the
volunteers, who can’t be expected to bear the cost of shopping on behalf of
housebound folk, who run short of cash and don’t use online banking.

The authorities promise help but this is an unprecedented situation and the
private sector can respond faster. | use Comnet and Caged! to launch an
appeal and also contact Rotary Meridian, East Grinstead, who agree to provide
a grant.

Private donations also start to 3ow. A neighbour agrees to act as external
Examiner for the new Covid-19 Fund, for which we agree guidelines. Pro-forma
claim forms are sent out to the volunteers and the hand-made identity forms are
replaced by formal, numbered badges issued by TDC.

| discovered that groups of volunteers have been formed spontaneously, nine of
my neighbours, for example, have banded together, produced a Ryer and
posted it through the letterbox of the 93 houses and retirement [3ats on our
LingPeld estate. They identify the households where help is needed, and assign
a named volunteer to each one.

Another group has made contact with Lingkeld Surgery and Boots offering to
assist with the collection and delivery of prescriptions. Initially, the queues
outside Boots were horrendous; the pharmacy was short-staffed due to the



pandemic, and patients wanted to stock up in case of shortage of supplies.

Some volunteers queued for up to three hours but a good working relationship
soon evolved, the queues shortened and waiting times decreased.

Lingkeld Runners offered their services to collect medications which go into a
backpack and off they speed. A young lady behind the counter pops a red paper
heart into prescription bags to cheer people up.

Lingkeld Parish Council provided emergency funding and applied to TDC for a
grant which is approved when funds are released by SCC. The Lingkeld Parish
Clerk sends a letter to 100-plus households in Lingkeld providing contact details
should they need help.

TDC identibed 114 properties where there might be vulnerable people and
Lingkeld volunteers were (and still are) tasked with contacting each one by
phone or house calls. Fourteen volunteers collect masks and gloves from my
porch, before making house calls.

As | write, the restrictions on our freedom are easing, albeit slowly. We can form
bubbles with loved ones; supermarkets are providing more delivery slots; many
people have signed up with online pharmacies; and even toilet rolls are
available.

Caged! magazine has run its course after 12 editions (now all available on the
Community News website and destined to be included in the Hayward History
archives in LingPeld Library).

The Lingkeld Marathon Minibus, which normally takes the elderly and disabled
to Oxted and Crawley to shop, is preparing to resume service when it is
deemed safe to do so, thanks to a donation from the Covid-19 Fund for
essential PPE for drivers and any passengers who don’t have their own.

However, this is not the end of the story. The shoppers are still shopping;
prescriptions are still being delivered; bedlinen converted into masks; and
volunteers are on standby for emergencies and in case of a second wave of the
wretched virus.

How many volunteers? Well, who knows? Some have given their services every
day, others have been called upon only occasionally. Some have Btted shopping
in between the demands of young families, some in the evenings, and some
after work.

They certainly number more than 100 in the two villages, and they all have one
thing in common: utter selRBessness. Without a doubt, the communities owe
them a massive debt of gratitude. We thank them all. Stay safe everybody.



Ling Peld Community Library gearing up for a
September reopening

We hope to open at the beginning of September after risk assessments by
Surrey County Council. In the meantime, our nearest open library is Oxted. We
will advertise the opening date on our website (www.ling Peldlibrary.org.uk ),
the Community Facebook pages, and Nextdoor.

As we anticipate that as
a large number of books
will be returned initially —
all of which have to be
guarantined for 72 hours
— we may open the Drop
Box for returns earlier.
The Drop Box is
currently closed and
we'll also advertise
about the date for
reopening.

Things will not be quite

the same to start with:

there will be no access

to printing, no

newspapers, and no seating areas. We'll limit the number of people allowed in
at any one time and hand sanitiser and social distance markers will be in
position. You probably know already that all loans, including rental items (for
example, DVDs) have been extended until at least the 4t September 2020.

As some of our volunteers will still be shielding, we may also have to open
reduced hours (subject to approval), and these will be given in our re-opening
announcement.

Surrey Libraries has also introduced a new ‘Ready Reads’ service, where you
can tell them what you like to read and their team will handpick books for you,
ready to collect from your nearest open library. You have to be a Surrey
Libraries member and can access the service on line.

Children’s activities have been provided digitally, and we do hope that the little
ones have been watching. Not only the regulars like Rhymetime and Storytime,
but Lego Club and Craft and others.



Pebble Rhymetime
Rhymetime sessions for all children to enjoy! We hope everyone gets involved
and sings along! Every Monday and Friday from 10.30am.

Crafts for children
Looking for ideas to keep children entertained? Lots of craft activities that are
quick, easy and no mess! Every Tuesday at 10.30am

Storytime
Who is ready for a story? Get comfy and relax while listening to staff read their
favourite picture book. Every Wednesday at 10.30am.

Summer Reading Challenge: Join the Silly Squad!

Sadly, we're not involved with this ourselves but it is still going ahead, and
children can join by going to the website,
www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk

What a great way to HI some of those long summer days.

All of us at Lingbeld Community Library hope you are keeping safe and we very
much look forward to seeing you at the library soon!

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

CROWHURST ALMSHOUSE VACANCY

Available September 2020

One bedroom, self-contained, single storey, terraced cottage available in
Crowhurst, Lingbeld. Applicants should either be living in the Parish of
Crowhurst or surrounding Parishes or have originated from the area.

Unfortunately, the cottage is unsuitable for wheelchair users and it should
be noted that the cottage is in a rural area with very limited public transport.

Applicants must be able to live independently.

Please contact the Clerk to the Trustees:
EMAIL: crowhurstcharities@yahoo.com
or in writing to
1 Brick Kiln Cottages, Crowhurst Lane End, Oxted, RH8 9NT for an
application form and more detail

_______________________________________________________________________________________________



Editorial

Hello again friends, and welcome to this, our Autumn 2020 edition of
Community News, bringing you the local news and information you need.

Well, where do we start, and what a few months it's been for all of us.
Lockdowns, social distancing, face masks, shops closing, homeworking, and so
much more.

This is also our return to the world of print, having decided not to print the last
issue and publish it online only. We decided to follow social distancing rules,
and not place our deliverers in danger. We also set up a page on the CN
website sharing which local businesses were operating during lockdown.

We really have to mention our local advertisers and businesses, and the
support they’ve given us over the lockdown, sticking by us when we went wholly
online for the last issue. We really couldn’t keep going without the support of our
local advertisers, and their support over the years, so a big ‘thank you’ to you all.
We've included some of their stories in this issue, so please enjoy the read.

So, this could be called our ‘Comeback Issue’, and we think it's a good one. As
we come out of lockdown, and things return to at least a form of normality,
we’'ve decided to talk about our positive experiences.

You'll read comments and contributions from local residents and businesses,
giving their unique perspectives on how things have changed, and how a truly
terrible event has been made into something positive.

There are so many people who need to be thanked for the work (paid and
unpaid) they've carried out during the lockdown. For example, the Dormansland
Diamonds Sewing Group has been providing ‘designer’ face masks for the
volunteers who help sort and deliver the hard copies of Community News, as
well as making other sizable contributions to the community (you can read about
that later). Disposable gloves were provided by local resident Geoff Ledden.

In fact, Geoff has gone above and beyond the call of duty by producing a
wonderful local publication called ‘Caged!’, providing more than a little relief
during a very difpcult time, something he talks about in greater detail inside.

There are also untold people in and around the village who’ve helped
neighbours get food and medicines, been there for a chat, help with a minor
repair, or simply kept an eye out for each other. We all deserve a collective pat
on the back.

So what was the village like during the dark days of the early lockdown? It was
certainly one of the strangest experiences of my life walking around Jenners
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Field in early April, maintaining at least 100 meters of social distancing and
having half-shouted conversations with whatever other human beings happened
to be in the vicinity.

| also had a couple of two-hour waits outside Boots to get my wife’s and mother-
in-law’s medication. Happy to do it, and once inside the service was very quick
and polite, so a tip of the hat to Boots.

From a personal perspective, food shortages were never really a problem, aside
from toilet rolls in the early days, and we have to say a massive ‘thank you’ to
the staff of Co-op, Tesco and McColl’s for their diligence and hard work.

We also need to give a big shout out to our local pubs and restaurants, almost
all of whom have adapted to the crisis by offering takeaway food. Not quite the
same as a nice meal out, but still a close second, and if it keeps them in
business until we return to some form of normality, all the better.

It's nice to see the shops in the village opening again (albeit slowly), and | can
at least get a good haircut for myself, and did so last week. Without a doubt,
there is certainly more of a ‘buzz’ around the village now, something that we can
build upon as the lockdown continues to ease by shopping local when we can.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson has already announced a gradual easing of
coronavirus restrictions (use of public transport, return to ofbces, etc) over the next
few weeks, leading to a "signilkcant return to normality” by Christmas. Any plans
remain "remains conditional" on continued progress in controlling the virus and
preventing a second wave of infections. Fingers crossed that the worst is over.

As part of this extended editorial comment, we’d also like to share the
experiences of some of the Community News team, all of whom are long-
standing local residents. Here’s Michael and his wife Gill Pocock :

The period of lockdown has brought many benebts, besides Pghting the spread
of this terrible pandemic.

First of all, a sudden realisation that we would be spending more time at home — a
blessing for many who decided to take part in spring cleaning, turning out their
surplus books, clothes etc., (only to suddenly realise there was nowhere to take it!).

Anyone lucky enough to have a garden has toiled in the knowledge that food
which did not have to be queued for would be a bonus to both them, their
neighbours, family, and friends. Parents had the daunting prospect that children
were to be schooled at home, whilst juggling working from home in many cases.

We have realised the importance of looking out for each other and spending
time on what really matters. Luxury items were not important, but ‘staying safe’
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and well was. It was also the knowledge that someone would help you get that
loaf of bread, prescription, or just chat if you were unable to venture out,
because of self-isolation or shielding.

The show of solidarity to the NHS, key workers and all who tried their utmost to
make life a little better for mankind, has been phenomenal. We shall never
forget the sacribce made by many during this time. The love of family and
friends, even if it had to be from a distance, has been aided by technology.
Virtual hugs and phone calls were the order of the day.

As we start to come out of lockdown, let us still be mindful of the suffering of
those who caught the virus and the lives that have been lost, and the worry of
lost employment or debt. We can and will Pght this, if we remain the caring
community that we have proved we can be.

And here’s our very own Grace Porter , and her lasting memories of lockdown:

Smiles! It might be that we’ve had more time and not been in such a rush, but
everyone has smiled more and had a cheery word for each other! There’s always
been a strong community spirit but the response for volunteers has been fantastic
and also the support that individuals have provided for neighbours — whether it
was a friendly word over the garden fence, a phone call to check they were alright,
adding their shopping to their online order (if they were so lucky to get a delivery
slot!), providing pillow cases and thread for volunteers making masks.

Our local shops have been great, extending their stock to provide items we
would normally buy elsewhere and the staff have maintained a friendly service
under very stressful conditions.

We must not forget all the other members of the community who continued to
work during the lockdown, all the NHS staff, care workers, key workers and
those who could not work at home. Life must have been very diflcult for them
and should be acknowledged.

| hope that everyone will remember our local shops and businesses in the future
— they were there when we needed them and now they need our support.

Paula and Simon of Cox and Co were expecting a quieter work life:

Our work is digital and we had no idea if we'd lose clients (whose businesses
aren’t digital). So we planned to spend lots of time in the garden and bnally get
round to bxing stuff in the house. It's true to say that Paula was more excited
about that than Simon!

But our clients amazed us with their 'never give up' attitude. Many pivoted their
businesses to offer new products and services, or took the time for a refresh.
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They needed our support. So our garden is the worst it's looked for years, and
all those house jobs remain untouched.

A daily walk before work boosts us for the day and connects us with nature's
beauty on our local patch. And we spend precious time off with loved ones of all
ages daily over Zoom. Everything from celebrations to cook-alongs, quizzes to
woodwork. We share worries and laughs at the virtual kitchen table in the same
way we do when we're all together.

Here are the thoughts of one of our local residents, Pamela Cunniffe from the
East Surrey Walkers:

I hope you're all well and have found interesting ways to spend the past 100-
plus days since the start of lockdown. It's been a weird experience, hasn't it,
with some people bnding it strangely peaceful with a lack of stress, while others
have been struggling with home-schooling, lack of money and food, or
loneliness.

My way of getting through it has been by concentrating on my allotment,
growing everything from seed for the brst time, and looking after the garden (all
neat and tidy for the brst time) as well as keeping in touch with friends and
neighbours, brst by Zoom and later by socially distant meetups.

The wonderful friends we have made in East Surrey Walkers have been very
supportive of each other and we realise just how important it is to have a good
network of friends to help in diffcult times.

As an organisation, we have been unable to meet up for our regular walks, but
we are hopeful that with lockdown easing we will soon be able to enjoy walking
and talking with each other again. Many thanks and keep safe.

Why not give something back to your community and join the gang. Fancy
yourself as a bit of a writer? Want to come and join the team and help put
together this wonderful little publication? Anything about developments within
the local area make you angry or happy? Please put pen to paper and tell us
about it, as we're always happy to receive contributions of any sort.

We’'d also like to ask if anybody out there would like to help us with Community
News’s distribution and delivery? We could certainly use some more deliverers,
so if you could spare a few hours every 12 weeks or so, please get in touch.

That just leaves us to say once again a Great Big Thank You to you, our
readers, advertisers, contributors, deliverers, friends, and associates. Enjoy the
rest of the summer, stay safe, look after each other, and we’ll see you guys
again in October.

The Community News Team
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GARNER CONSTRUCTION

Carpenter, Joiner, Feature Brickwork, Traditional Work in Green Oak, Garden
Decking, Painting and Decorating

75, Tanyard Way, Horley, Surrey, RH69PF

TEL: 01293 771 690
MOB: 07751 551 072

WEBSITE: www.garnerconstruction.co.uk/

I'm a carpenter, joiner and general builder by trade. | work closely with the house owner to ensure their
wishes are taken into account, and will project manage if necessary to see the work through to completion.
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HOUSE/ PET
SITTING
SERVICE

Mature, experienced lady
available for housesitting and
looking after pets. Excellent
References available.

TEL.Joanna,07815 302 316,

or

EMAIL. mac acint aol.co

Foot Health Practice

Member of Briti sh Assoc iation
of Foot Health P rofessionals

Step by Step provides a highly professional
foot care service, which is fully mobile,
attending to all your foot care needs within
the comfort of your own home.

For an appointment or more
information telephone:

™ 07786 038 149

Michelle Hogan MCFHP
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Ling beld Parish Council News

What a wonderful volunteer effort! Thank you so
much!

Huge thanks are due to Geoff Ledden for co-ordinating the volunteer effort in
LingPeld during the pandemic and to all those who have freely given their time
carrying out a wide range of tasks including shopping, collecting prescriptions,
and making scrubs and masks.

Those of us who have benebted — and | am one of them, having been in self-
isolation during this time — are enormously grateful to this army of volunteers
who have stepped in and made it possible for us to be protected. Thank you to
each and every one of you who has carried out this vital work.

The Parish Council
The Parish Council has adapted as best it can to the new ways of working while
we have all been affected by the Coronavirus pandemic.

While the Community Centre is closed, our clerk Fay Elwood has been working
from home. When the Centre re-opens — which we hope won't be too far away —
she will resume working at her offce there.

The Parish Council held its brst meeting by Zoom at the end of May, and
another meeting via Zoom will be held at 11am on Tuesday 28th July.

The public are welcome to attend this meeting via Zoom technology and can
contact the clerk for further information as to how to do this. Contact details are
given at the end of this article.

Skate ramp repaired

We are pleased to report that the skate ramp in Jenners Field has been
repaired by a contractor commissioned by Tandridge District Council. It will be
re-opened as soon as the Government says it is safe to do so under Covid-19
regulations.

A public consultation will take place in due course about a new skate ramp, and
we will give details about this on our website as soon as information becomes
available.

Gun Pit pond

We decided against using volunteer help to refurbish the pond — we concluded
it would be too challenging. We are now looking at ways to undertake this
project either later this year, or next year. We need to drain water from the pond,
remove some of the silt, and check for leaks.
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Flowers galore!

We are delighted by the arrival of Bowers in our village centre. As before, our
suppliers have provided hanging baskets on lampposts and Bower troughs
outside the Community Centre — but this year we also have two RRower ‘cubes’ in
the High Street which | hope you agree are lovely.

Vivien Hepworth, Chairman

The parish offce is closed until further notice but the clerk can be contacted on
ling Peldpc@gmail.com or call on 01342 832 181. Please visit our website
www.ling Peldparishcouncil.gov.uk

LingPeld Parish Council

LingPeld and Dormansland Community Centre
High Street, LingPeld, Surrey RH7 6QL

TEL: 01342 835 557

Dormansland Parish Council

www.dormansland.org.uk

Dormansland Parish Council would like to provide the following update to the
community on the steps and actions it has taken to support the community as a
whole, as well as those residents in difbculty during this extremely challenging
period caused by the Covid-19 pandemic.

We would brstly like to thank the many people as well as groups such as
Dormansland Diamonds in our community for the hard work, effort and
dedication they have shown during this pandemic in supporting and helping
those around them who have found themselves in difbculty and requiring aid.

During March and April the Clerk printed approximately 2,000 leal3ets free of
charge which were delivered to the Community Care Group for their distribution.

One of the Parish Councillors has been helping the Community Group with
visiting vulnerable residents and continues to make daily visits to one resident in
particular.

At the beginning of April the Parish Council provided a grant of £500 to St
John’s Church which was for the sole use of the Community Care Group. As per
parish rules and regulations a Pnancial grant can’t be given directly to an
individual or a non-registered organisation. Thus the Parish Council found a
way of providing the funding to the group, via the Church.

At the beginning of May the Parish Council applied to Tandridge District Council
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for a grant of £1,000 for the support of community groups. This grant was awarded
and the £1,000 was also given to the Community Care Group via the Church as
explained above. To date a total of £1,500 has been provided to the group.

Recently two further grant applications were received from the Dormansland
Diamonds. The brst of these was for £1,000 to purchase food for those
residents bnding themselves in hardship. As explained above, the Parish
Council is unable to provide a direct Pnancial grant so agreed to purchase food
for the food bank set up in the village.

This was to the value of £500 with a further £500 should demand outstrip
donations from residents. The Parish Council also offered to help in
encouraging residents to make donations of food to the Food Bank by
producing and delivering leaf3ets.

The second grant was for £1,000 to be used towards, if needed, the breakdown
of washing machines, boilers, water leaks, etc. The Parish Council did not
agree to this again because of Pnancial regulations and also that it was not
considered appropriate use of public money.

The Parish Council has taken advice from Tandridge District Council, the Surrey
and Sussex Association of Local Clerks and auditors to ensure that we are able
to support our community, without breaking any rules.

Trafbc Calming Project

Work on the trafbc calming speed table at the Memorial Hall crossroads has
been delayed due to the Covid-19 pandemic and subsequent gas works to be
carried out in July. Therefore, work is now expected to start in the next few
months.

Planning

Due to the coronavirus pandemic and the subsequent lockdown, the requested
alterations to plans of the Dormansland Memorial Hall and subsequent
submission to Tandridge for approval have been delayed.

The Chairman of the Trustees is arranging a meeting with the developer and the
architect to review the current situation. If all goes well, the Trustees will soon
be in a position where a full planning application can be made to TDC.

Planning permission has been granted for a car park and nine affordable homes
behind Dormans Station. Work on the site has been delayed due to the current
coronavirus situation. For further information on this application please visit
www.tandridge.gov.uk, application TA/2017/212.

Lisa Liggins, Parish Clerk T: 01732 866 149, E: dormansclerk@outlook.com
W: www.dormansland.org.uk
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The Guest House makes the best of the
lockdown, and readies for a full reopening

Each year towards the end of winter, the Directors of the Guest House Trust
arrange for an inspection of the fabric of the building and, if necessary, arrange
for repairs to be carried out. This year there were a few issues but nothing major.

Despite a very wet winter the building has held up well. Due to the Covid-19
pandemic the work was put on hold until the builders and suppliers were back in
business so, during June we were able to complete everything.

The main thing everyone will notice as they pass by or come into the library,
which hopefully will be open by the time you read this, is the new handrail and
balustrade. The old one was decidedly rickety and dangerous. The new one of
green oak will weather down over the next couple of years similar to the silver
grey of the main timbers of the building.

We also had to seal the gaps between the timbers and the pebbledash panels
on the back walls to prevent water getting behind the panels and replace
sections of lime mortar on the front walls where the existing mortar was
crumbling away. One of the small buttresses needed a replacement block of
sandstone and luckily we had one which was cut to size and shape.

With lockdown the garden could have become a wilderness. However, we have
the real benebt of new tenants in the maisonette and Paul has been absolutely
marvellous, keeping all the existing plants going and planting up new shrubs
and perennials so the main borders at the back of the property are developing
brilliantly.

During July the front garden will have been created into a rose border to
complement the ramblers along the fence, and over the front arch. We have
also started to develop a wild3ower patch at the rear.

At the time of writing, late June, we have to re-lay the patio area and then
create a rockery above it. | hope by the time you read this, these jobs have also
moved on. The garden is available for you to enjoy when the library is open.

In late September and early October we would appreciate some help cutting
down the perennials and generally tidying up the garden for the winter. Please
contact me on 01342 834 648 or rjr28@btinternet.com if you can spare us a
couple of hours or so. We will supply refreshments during the day.

The inside of the building was Pne — no work needed this time. We have moved
some furniture out of the children’s room to make more space for extra
bookcases which are needed to take the new books bought by the CPL with
money from Tesco’s Community Fund.

Rita Russell, Director, Lingbeld Guest House Trustee
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LINGFIELD PLUMBING
PLUMBING PROBLEM?

Call an expert for a
no obligation Quotation

30 years experience in Domestic
and Commercial plumbing
and heating

City and Guild Quali“ed
Insured

For a professional and
courteous service

contact
Ling“eld Plumbing

Tel: 01342 833 280
07711 434 569

ling“eldplumbing@gmail.com

,-----\

| H20 Plumbing

I General Plumbing Service
Alterations
& Bathroom Installations

No job too small
City & Guild Trained
Call Richard on
Tel: 01883 712 523

Mob: 07876 450 420
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COUNTIES
PEST
CONTROL

Established 1993

The pest control service for

KENT, SURREY AND SUSSEX
-Solutions for all your pest problemsZ

Contractors to Kent, Surrey & West Sussex County Councils

PHONE 01342 835128
FAX 01342 835375

www.3countiespestcontrol.com

3 Counties Pest Control, Kromdraai House
Talbot Road, Ling" eld, RH7 6AD
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Independent Family Funeral Directors

One of the few remaining family-owned, truly independent funeral director sinthe area

Peace of mind for you and youN X2
Specify your wishes in adve
Protection against rising funeral s
A range of flexible payment options

Arrange the send off you want

Alex Jones Funeral Directors
1East Grinstead Road

Lingfield
RH7 6EP £40 M&S
01342 832534 vouch ers
www.alexjonesfuneraldi  rectors.co.uk with lea\rqery
We also have funeralh omesm P
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Down on the Allotment: Lockdown has re-
energised the need to be inventive

It's certainly been an interesting year for vegetable
growing. We took the conscious decision to grow
mainly at home this year as the allotments often fall
prey to theft, plus we are trying to limit contact with
others as much as possible...we even stayed away
from Bournemouth beach!

A section of lawn was dug up, three temporary

polytunnels were erected, and any spare large pot

was used up. Our garden is very heavy clay and, with

garden centres closed, there was no prospect of buying in bags of compost.
Fortunately, we found a source of mushroom compost and eight tonnes later we
had a vegetable garden.

Crops are growing well: currently we are cropping lettuces, spring onions,

cabbages, French beans, runner beans, peas, leeks and beetroot. Potatoes

have not done so well, perhaps spoiled by the mushroom compost they have
formed huge green plants with maybe one or two
marble sized potatoes at the end.

In the polytunnels, tomatoes, cucumbers and melons
bask in the heat and humidity — with some cucumbers
picked and the brst tomatoes progressing from green
to amber even as | write.

One of the biggest challenges to growing this year is
not having enough space. | tried planting things closer together (they call it
‘square foot gardening’), but | think the soil is so rich that the plants have
become so huge that it has become impossible to see what is leek, what is
cabbage, and what is sweet corn. Then there is the issue of not being able to go
out and buy whatever materials | need.

A lack of canes for my beans was met by chopping down a thicket of Ash
saplings that had needed dealing with for years. A shortage of small pots was
dealt with by bnally using the paper pot maker bought for me a few Christmases
ago. The need to be inventive again, to follow the true allotment spirit rather
than head off to the garden centre with a list, has actually

added to the enjoyment.

Our two dogs have enjoyed the lockdown experience with us
being at home all of the time, plus they have a new foraging
area in the garden. With the birds once again having eaten
all the cherries with some dropped for the dogs, our two
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mutts are now turning their attention to the ripening tomatoes, which are
seemingly sniffed regularly, with the tell-tale smell of tomato plants evident on
their heads. Their efforts will soon be thwarted however when | add baby gates
to either end of the polytunnel!

After the hot weather, the crops really bulked up and soon we will be forcing our
surplus of runner beans, courgettes and tomatoes (dogs permitting) onto
neighbours. With so many more people growing this year and a real community
spirit resurgence, we might have to stagger out trips to exchange produce. |
was able to pass on all my surplus tomato and cucumber plants to grateful
recipients via local Facebook groups and see many other people doing the
same.

The community spirit, the digging up of the lawn for vegetables and the make-
do-and-mend strategies might be reminiscent of the war years. Perhaps it's time
for Boris to exclaim at the crowded scenes a few weeks back “We shall bght
them on the beaches”!

Stay safe, stay alert and — if you see me approaching with
bags of runner beans — stay down!

Adrian Colombini

Ling Peld Running Club has like
everyone else been in lockdown

But since 2" April to maintain Btness and good mental health, 23
members have volunteered to deliver prescriptions on a daily
basis to those that are unable to get out and collect their much
needed medications.

We proudly wear our club running vests and run to the various addresses. This
work is done in coordination with our village GP Practice and our village Boots
the chemist.

So far club runners have delivered 46 prescriptions. Not only does this deliver
much needed medicine but it is also an opportunity for a quick chat to help
combat loneliness during these uncertain times.

This has created a great community spirit across Lingbeld and Dormansland
and hit a peak with a live radio interview with the Ladies club captain on BBC
radio Surrey “.

Scott McDonald
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Ling Peld Primary School: online
or in person, the learning
continues

Life at Lingkeld Primary School since March has been
different to anything we have seen before. Since
lockdown, Lingkeld has been open to the children of key
workers and vulnerable children.

We kept going over the Easter holidays and throughout half-term when the
majority of the planning took place in preparation for our extended reopening.

We now have around a half to two thirds of our children back from Early Years,
Year 1 and Year 6, in addition to maintaining our key worker provision.

Recently, we have opened additional bubbles to enable some of our Year 2, 3, 4
and 5 pupils to attend.

Bubbles start the day at different times, stay in their classrooms at separate
desks, have break and lunchtime separately from other bubbles, and go home
at different times.

It was wonderful to see some of our children back after such a long time and
they seemed equally pleased to see us!

Children are enjoying and benebting from being in small groups, working on the
Chromebooks and laptops in the morning and then having craft and teamwork
opportunities in the afternoon.

The other side of our provision involves the online learning platform, Google
Classroom. Fortunately, all of our staff had been trained in the use of this
learning platform before we closed school.

This has been an invaluable asset for us to ensure that our children can
maintain their learning at home.

It has also meant that we have been able to keep in regular contact with parents.
This, in addition to telephone calls and Zoom meetings, has enabled our
families to still feel a part of the Lingbeld team.

We are keeping our bngers crossed that we are all able to return fully in
September.
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Here’s some of the wonderful work our Year 4 children have been doing at
home:
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Ling Peld and Dormansland
Community Centre: holding out for
a fresh start in the autumn

The Community Centre is, as | write, starting to take the brst,

tentative steps towards reopening after our forced closure. The government has
given a green light for community centres to open where it is safe to do so, and
we are looking at what that will mean for us.

The centre has been closed to the public since the middle of March and most of
our staff have been placed on the furlough scheme.

This scheme has saved us from complete Pnancial disaster at a time when, like
many other bodies, our income has fallen very steeply through the closure of
classes and the cancellation of events that would normally support us.

We have also received two generous grants totalling £18,000 from the
government’s Retail Hospitality and Leisure Grant scheme and the Surrey
County Council VCSF Hardship Fund, and our thanks go to Lesley Steeds for
her help with the latter donation. This addition to our reserves means that we
can plan to continue in operation into the autumn and New Year, by which time
we must hope the worst of the crisis will be behind us and activities (and
revenue) will have resumed.

At present, Little Chums nursery has reopened, with close attention to hygiene
and safety of both children and staff, and the chiropodist service has restarted
for essential patients.

We're looking at what will be required as other users return and are in
discussion with our community of users about their plans. There will be a need
for comprehensive risk assessments to be prepared for each user. We cannot,
at present, contemplate large scale or crowded events.

Our manager, Claire Thomas, is returning to work on a part-time basis. This is a
welcome and necessary step on the road to normal operation. Claire will talk to
individual users to establish how we can extend the range of permitted activities.

When will we back operating at full scale? Your guess is as good as mine. We
are working cautiously towards that goal but we will have to follow the advice
and instructions from the government as we do so. | am conbdent that, one day,
we shall be able to welcome everybody back to the centre, to enjoy Bms, plays,
talks and the many other activities that our community centre can offer.

lan Jones, Chairman, June 2020
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Local Hero Volunteers celebrated

in Tandridge

Winners of the Tandridge Local Heroes Awards 2020, for
those volunteers in the area who have excelled in their
volunteering contributions by going the extra mile and
making a positive difference in local communities, were
Pnally able to receive their trophies recently, presented to
them under socially distancing rules.

Established by Tandridge Voluntary Action, these volunteering awards were
open for nominations before the pandemic, to celebrate those Local Heroes
who create a positive impact in the many good causes in Tandridge, giving their
time and commitment for free.

Although there have been hundreds of willing volunteers stepping up to help
through the current pandemic, these Local Heroes Awards 2020 recognise the
dedicated volunteers who have been supporting charities and communities
before this, making an amazing difference and impact in people’s lives in
Tandridge.

High quality nominations for the awards were judged by a panel, including
representatives from local councils and health providers, who all agreed that the
Peld was more competitive than ever.

This year, Tandridge Voluntary Action was delighted to be collaborating with
Tandridge District Council, as the district council’'s Chairman’s Civic Dinner for
the voluntary sector in April was to host the presentation of the prize winners.

However, this event was postponed due to Covid-19, and so the winners were
Hmed receiving their trophies from local dignitaries on their doorstep.

Winners of the Local Heroes Awards 2020:
Up to 10 years volunteering service  — ‘for someone who has excelled in their
enthusiasm’ — Christine Skinner, Us in a Bus.

Lifetime Award ‘for an individual who has made a positive contribution over
many years’ — Lorna Edser, the Woodhouse Centre, Limpskeld Memorial Stores,
Oxted Link and many other charities, a volunteer for over 40 years.

Young Volunteer (16 to 25 years old) — Hannah Scott at The Westway
community and wellbeing centre, Caterham.

Team Award — ‘for a team who have worked well together’ — Warlingham
Community Library Volunteer Team.
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Tandridge District Council’'s Chairman’s Award for an
‘Invisible Hero’, ‘for someone who gets things done
quietly ‘behind the scenes’ — Graham Tebbutt, volunteer
with the Badger Trust and other charities.

Mike Moss Community Award - for individuals who

‘make a difference in their community’ — Pam Douce, for

25 years at The Westway community and wellbeing

centre, Caterham. Graham Tebbutt

Tandridge Voluntary Action’s Chairman, Peter Damesick, said, ‘We had so many
impressive nominations for the Local Heroes Awards, highlighting the wide
range of invaluable contributions volunteers make to our community’.

Tandridge District Council's Chairman, Councillor Jeremy Pursehouse, said, ‘My
warmest congratulations to our award winners and everyone nominated for an
award. These awards celebrate the truly remarkable work of our residents who
devote their time to help others’.

For more information orto  bnd out how you can become a Local Hero
checkout the Tandridge Voluntary Action website at www.tva.org.uk , or call
Julia on 07741 657 190, or email info@tva.org.uk .

Your local one stop car repairers

Services & Repairs (all makes)
Delivery & collection Locally
Body work/ Car sales

Tyres and batteries “ tted free

01732 866544 :

Unit 6, Gardiner Business Park, Little Wh | |e MO's
Browns Lane, Edenbridge - Kent TN8 6LH yo §]

01883 742822 wait!

Ivy Park, Ivy Mill Lane, Godstone RH9 8NE .

01883 730058 www.daysgarage.co.uk

17 Hurst Green Road. Oxsted RH8 9BS
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QVH tops national NHS inpatient survey

The latest national NHS inpatient survey shows
that Queen Victoria Hospital (QVH) continues to
achieve some of the best feedback from
patients in the country.

It is also one of only bve acute specialist trusts
to have consistently maintained a ‘much better
than expected’ rating over the last six years.

The annual national survey of inpatients at all
NHS hospital trusts in England published on 2nd
July covers all aspects of patients’ care and treatment.

Carried out by the Care Quality Commission, the survey asked patients for their
views on aspects of their care, such as: the hospital environment,
communication with staff, involvement in decisions and being treated with
respect and dignity.

550 QVH patients participated in the survey. Patients scored highly on
guestions relating to having conbdence and trust in the doctors and nurses
treating them as well as decisions made about their treatment and care; staff
working well together as a team; having enough information about their
condition or treatment; privacy; being treated with dignity and respect; and
having enough to eat and drink.

Jo Thomas, Director of Nursing and Quality, QVH, said: “We are committed to
putting quality, safety and patient experience at the forefront of everything we
do, so we are delighted that Queen Victoria Hospital has again achieved such
high scores in this national inpatient survey.”Thank you to all of our staff for
their commitment and dedication to each and every patient.”

You can read the full survey on the Care Quality Commission’s website at
www.cqc.org.uk/provider/RPC/survey/3

For more information about QVH please visit www.qvh.nhs.uk

________________________________________________________________________

i Carers Support i
i If you are a child or adult caring for someone at home or elsewhere who is ill, i
' frail or disabled and the care you provide is unpaid, !
you are a Carer
i There are a number of services available to carers across Surrey: i

Surrey Council Adult Social Care Team 0300 200 1005
Local Independent Carers Support Contact Centre 03456 009 009
www.surrey.gov.uk — or www.carersnet.org.uk

________________________________________________________________________



Ling Peld Scrubs bghting Covid-19 in own unique way

Our small group, currently 13 women, based in and around
LingPeld/Dormansland, was originally started in response to a request from the
original FTLOS (for the love of scrubs) for help to cut and sew scrubs, sanitary
clothing worn by medical personnel. | joined the group early April after being
referred from the FTLOS East Grinstead coordinator, and | think all of us in the
group joined up because we wanted to do something for the community to try
combat the Covid-19 outbreak, anyway we could. We have been making scrubs
and wash bags, hats, ear savers, masks and mask wash bags.

Not everyone has been sewing, some have been cutting, transporting or washing
and ironing, with each person doing what they felt comfortable with, and making it
an amazing team effort and everyone feeling good and proud about the work we
are doing. We have been working closely with our sister groups and trying
respond to ‘cries for help’ whenever we can. Initially we sewed mostly scrubs and
scrub bags, providing scrubs for not only the Surgery in Lingkeld, scrubs for
Pembury, St. Piers, Saint Barnabas and various other care homes; osteopaths,
carers, nurses and anyone who needed them.

By the beginning of July we have made about 850 items and there are another
250 masks in the pipeline. At the end of June, 120 masks were delivered to The
College of Saint Barnabas and 40 masks to Lingkeld Parish Council (Meals on
Wheels), which were all very pleased to receive. We are preparing ourselves for a
big infux of requests, especially for masks. Stay safe everyone.

Mette Udsholt

The RH7 History Group schedules
talks for September and November

Unfortunately our July talk was cancelled. Hopefully the easing of the lockdown will
allow the Community Centre and Library to be reopened in the near future, and enable
both the RH7 History Group and Hayward History Centre to restart their activities.

Our next scheduled events are:
14t September  Talk  AGM, followed by The Local Suffrage Movement
9t November Talk Christmas, a celebratory history

Membership fees are £10 single or £12 joint (for members at the same address).
These fall due on 1st October. There is a charge of £2.50 for visitors to our
meetings. Normally we would suggest that if you needed assistance with a
particular topic, to contact us via our website and then one of our team would
arrange to meet you at the library. Obviously, we cannot provide this service at
present, but if you do need help contact us and we will get back to you once the
situation improves.

More info: www.rh7.org , or contact the Chairman: billfstevenson@yahoo.co.uk
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Spit Pre Rypast recognises the proud QVH heritage

The staff and patients at Queen Victoria Hospital were honoured to mark the
75" anniversary of VE Day on Friday 8th May with a special Spitbre Rypast.

National paper the Daily Mail asked its readers to nominate an NHS hospital to
be involved in an extraordinary opportunity to mark VE Day.

They were inundated with suggestions for Queen Victoria Hospital, which
formed one of 11 special locations across the UK to receive a sky-high visitor.
The hospital has a proud heritage which includes the treatment and
rehabilitation of injured WWII airmen

under the guidance of pioneering plastic

surgeon Archibald McIndoe and his

team.

As WWII progressed they treated a
growing number of casualties with
severe injuries which led to Mcindoe
looking at new ways to treat burns
including use of saline to bathe them,
and evolving plastic surgery techniques
to become more effective in restoring
wounded skin and tissue.

Those who underwent two surgeries

performed by Mcindoe were eligible to

join the Guinea Pig Club, so called

because of the experimental techniques used to treat them, which was founded
at the hospital in 1941.

The Spitbre Rypast was a Btting tribute to Mcindoe and his legacy of treating the
whole person, both physically and psychologically, which lives on at Queen
Victoria Hospital today.

It continues to be known as a leading specialist centre for reconstructive
surgery and rehabilitation, with national and international recognition for
pioneering new and innovative treatments.

Many of the hospital's staff and patients gathered at a social distance on the
hospital’s front lawn to hear the roar of the Spitbre's merlin engine and to cheer
as it did a roll of honour over right over the top of the grounds. Staff and patients
had made banners and bunting which were proudly displayed.

People across East Grinstead also took to their gardens and streets to see the
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plane which carried a special thank you NHS message on the underside of the
fuselage.

Steve Jenkin, Chief Executive of Queen Victoria Hospital, said: “We're proud of
our heritage and the life-changing support we continue to provide to our patients
today, thanks to the dedication and commitment of all of our staff.”

“Just as our hospital had a part to play during WWII, today we are again taking
on an important role, this time by supporting patients with cancer as a surgical
centre during Covid-19.” added Jenkin. “I'd like to thank the readers of the Daily
Mail for this opportunity, and it's a wonderful tribute to mark a very special
hospital.”

Lt Col Tania Cubison FRCS (Plast) of the Royal Army Medical Corp, who is also
QVH’s Deputy Medical Director, said: “During WWII, Queen Victoria Hospital,
under the guidance of Sir Archibald Mcindoe, played a key role in providing
treatment for badly burned airmen and laying the foundations for modern plastic
surgery.”

“His approach to treating patients holistically, looking at the whole person’s
physical and mental wellbeing, is a legacy that lives on in our work at the
hospital today,” she added.

“We continue to pioneer techniques for the treatment of burns and soft tissue
reconstruction, and strive to provide the best possible care for our patients."

Queen Victoria Hospital is a specialist NHS hospital providing life-changing
reconstructive surgery, burns care and rehabilitation services for people across
the South of England.

For more information please contact the QVH Press Offrce on 01342 414 508,
or visit www.gvh.nhs.uk . Follow QVH on social media at
www.facebook.com/QueenVictoria
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Thank you for your support — a message from
Tandridge District Council

On behalf of Tandridge District Council we want to thank our staff, residents,
businesses, parish councils, Tandridge Voluntary Action and many community
groups, as well as our partners across Surrey, for all their support and community
teamwork over the last two months.

Although it is a very difbcult time, there are a lot of positives to be found in the
current situation. We have so many incredible people across our district who have
offered their time, skills and resources, to help those most in need. It's been a
very humbling experience. We have seen:

An army of volunteers delivering food, collecting prescriptions and calling our
most vulnerable or isolated residents for a chat

Donations of money, 4G tablets or personal protective equipment to local
hospitals and care homes

Businesses delivering groceries and hot meals to our residents
Charities and good causes supporting residents

NHS staff and caregivers working around the clock to care for those needing
medical attention

Residents going the extra mile, including our Handmade Heroes making PPE
for those who need it, those looking out for the vulnerable or isolated in their
communities and our more artistic residents who have been decorating their
windows with rainbows and messages of thanks, which give us all a lift each day.

Superhero parents and carers, conquering the challenge of working from home,
while at the same time learning to be a homeschool teacher!

We also must mention our own staff who have risen to the challenge and

changed their roles to focus on supporting the most vulnerable, or those directly
affected by the situation, whether this is dealing with business grants, applying
any changes to help with council tax payments, or calling people to bnd out what
support they might need and to check they are ok.

We have been working hard to continue to deliver
essential services and support our local communities as
best as we can. Biffa, our waste contractor, has carried
on collecting recycling and waste, while many other
councils have had to reduce or suspend services.

Our collection crew has loved the many thank you
messages from residents, so please do keep creating them.
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Many residents and businesses are experiencing bnancial hardship at the
moment and we urge anyone who would benek to apply for any of the grants or
employee schemes the government has made and continues to make available.

We have the latest information on our website at
www.tandridge.gov.uk/coronavirus , and we encourage you to sign up to our
enewsletters at www.tandridge.gov.uk/signup  to get the latest information
straight to your inbox.

This is an uncertain and challenging time for many people, but if we all continue
to follow the government guidance around social distancing we will save lives and
protect the NHS.

We will continue to do everything we can to support our community. Based on the
amazing community spirit we have already seen, we are conkdent by pulling
together and supporting our most vulnerable, we will get through this and there
will be some positive outcomes from this situation. We thank you all.

Councillor Tony Elias, Leader of the Council and Conservative Group Councillor
Catherine Sayer, Leader of the Independents and OLRG Alliance Councillor Chris
Botten, Leader of the Liberal Democrats Councillor Martin Allen, Leader of the
Independent Group
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The British Wildlife Centre is
open and ready for bookings!

Great news! After over three months of closure due to
Covid-19 the British Wildlife Centre is thrilled to
announce that it has reopened to the

general public, and will be open every

day for the whole of the summer

holiday.

To make trips as safe as possible for
staff and visitors, all visits must be
pre-booked online to limit numbers
and allow for social distancing. The
new online booking system is live, so
why not book a day out to see the
centre’s fascinating collection of
native wild species, including this
season’s new kittens, calves, fawns,
and owl chicks.

The visitor centre will have a one-way The British Wildlife Centre’s owner and
entry and exit in operation and there founder, David Mills
will be plenty of hand-washing

facilities and hand sanitisers
around the centre. Signage
will remind visitors to hand
wash regularly and there’ll be
social distancing indicators
around the site.

The coffee shop will be open
offering a limited selection of
takeaway drinks and pre-
packaged foods. Visitors are
welcome to bring their own
food and use the socially
distanced picnic areas.

Some of the smaller indoor
exhibits (such as the
Nocturnal House and Badger
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Sett) will be closed due to limited space. However, as much of the centre is
outdoors visitors will see plenty of wonderful wildlife.

The British Wildlife Centre’s staff and animals are looking forward to welcoming
visitors back.

Owner and founder, David
Mills said: “The BWC team
want to say a huge ‘thank
you'’ to everyone for their
support and patience,
particularly those who so
generously donated during
these tough times.”

“Such generosity kept us
going when our income
suddenly ceased, which
allowed us to keep the
animals fed and maintain
our usual high welfare
standards,” he added.

“We have all been deeply
touched. Now we can'’t wait
to throw the gates open
once again and share our
passion for Britain’s
wonderful wildlife,” said Mills.

The centre is on the A22 at Newchapel, near LingPeld, Surrey. Visitors can see
and learn about over 40 different British wild animals and birds in large natural
enclosures in an attractive countryside setting. The site is wheelchair accessible
and parking is free.

For more information and to book a ticket to the Centre visit:
www. britishwildlifecentre.co.uk

For more information about the BWC, please contact:

Liza Lipscombe, Marketing Manager, British Wildlife Centre
TEL: 01342 834 658

FAX: 01432 834 669

EMAIL: info@britishwildlifecentre.co.uk
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HomeFix

We provide a friendly, reliable service to take care
of all your property needs

€ Kitchens € Decorating

€ Bathrooms € General maintenance & repairs
€ Structural alterations € Decking & landscaping

€ Carpentry € Small jobs welcome

FREE QUOTES

01342 833 976

07985 962 785

HEAD & SOUTHON

COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL BUILDING CONTRACTORS

ALL TYPES OF BUILDING WORK
GENERAL MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS
DECORATING PLUMBING
SMALL JOBS VERY WELCOME

18 EAST GRINSTEAD ROAD, LINGFIELD, SURREY, RH7 6EP

TELEPHONE: 01342 833833 EMAIL headandsouthon@supanet.com
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HomeFix: How we’re working differently since
Covid-19

After seven weeks at home learning new ‘life skills’, I'm back working and
adapting to the so-called ‘new normal’.

Now, after getting up and feeding myself and the dogs (we had new puppies
during lockdown), | make my lunch (sadly, no more £3.00 Co-Op Meal Deals).

| then prepare a Rask of coffee (I don't accept drinks from customers, nor
biscuits, should | ever be fortunate enough to be offered some) and grab a
bottle of hand sanitiser before leaving.

I'm a self-employed builder who usually works alone, so | don’t have to worry
about passengers, and with much less trafic on the road it's generally a stress-
free drive to work. After three months of not shaving or having a haircut, | arrive
at a new job and meet the customer. | can see they’re wondering whether I'm
the same guy who quoted for the job, or some random bloke who's wandered
off the street!

With regards to the work | am only working on exterior jobs, or in rooms
separated from the rest of the house, preferably with its own external access.

Getting materials is not as easy as it was before lockdown. Most suppliers use
click and collect or delivery, though some builders merchants have recently
allowed normal visits, albeit with social distancing.

The result is instead of just popping off to get materials everything has to be
carefully planned, ordered and collected, which takes more time — the builder’s
mortal enemy. And with factories closing down during the lockdown some
materials are in short supply, the stand- out item being plaster.

Bags of plaster are difpcult to Pnd and should you be fortunate enough to come
across some, you are limited to bve per customer, which is only enough for a
small room. Consequently, bags normally costing £8.00 have been advertised
on eBay for £50.00 (a nice little price rise, and that doesn’t even include
delivery!).

We may never get back to the ‘old normal’ but if social distancing, hand washing
and eating ham sandwiches bve days-a-week helps us all get over this crisis,
it's a small price to pay.

Ashley Louis, HomeFix
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The roaring success of the Dormansland
Diamonds, there for us when we needed it

The debnition of roar is a loud, constant noise or sound: this sums up nicely the
Dormansland Diamonds response to Covid-19. It wasn’t always perfect, it was
certainly not a smooth ride, but this little village responded by roaring together.

Up until March, Dormansland was probably only famous because Winston
Churchill once lived here! But from the brst day that Covid-19 emerged as a
threat, this village has punched way ahead of its weight in volunteer support
and in the love and compassion that neighbours have displayed for each other.

We will emerge from this stronger, and we’'ve debnitely grown as a community.
This crisis has shone a light on community, care and spirit, as well as
highlighting some things which we now know are irrelevant. Over 140
volunteers were mobilised and smashed through the barriers of queues and
empty shelves; about 500 prescriptions have been collected; 430 shopping lists
have been taken and used; and over 300 food boxes delivered.

It's hard to remember now what those early days were like — where people
queued for food, shelves were empty in supermarkets, there was no loo roll, but
the village stores and our post ofbce stayed open. Our pubs were forced to
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close for business, but that gave us space to store food, and a place for
donations to be collected and distributed. It was out of this that the
Dormansland Diamonds (or ‘DDs’) were born!

When there was no food in the shops the DDs created a food supply chain by
using The Plough’s premises and its fruit and veg supplier, with several
residents putting up some working capital. The Old House at Home worked with
us to show us how to measure and create a sustainable supply. We created a
fruit and veg box, sold at cost but anyone buying one could make a donation to
help feed someone else in the village.

We had a phone line to ring in orders, a team of packers, a team of drivers to
get the food out to those shielding, a team of people to supervise collections.
We have turned over 1,600 boxes, raised £500 for emergency funding, and this
has been used to feed families in need.

We have been awarded grants to support our work from the East Grinstead
Lions and the Rotary, the Stone Quarry Community Fridge, and Waitrose has
given us food, proving the roar was big enough to be heard over the county line.

When we decided to set up the Dormansland emergency food bank, donations
Booded in from many amazing residents. The DDs partnered with the Old
House at Home, Potters Stores, and The Plough to receive donations, store,
pack and deliver food around the village.

When anxiety began to grow in the village, we created a knitting and crochet
club to create a lasting memory for the village and to demonstrate that whilst we
are apart, we are together. The village swapped materials, ran tutorials and
those that were too young to knit made pompoms. We created a tree jumper
and it has become the focus for many of us at this time. This stands tall and
proud next to our ‘Tommy lest we forget’ memorial.

The Dormansland Diamonds Sewing Group is a team of about 50 volunteers,
involved in collecting materials, pattern cutters and sewing, started late April,
following an urgent call for PPE for local hospitals, care homes, and other
establishments. In a matter of a couple of days, we were up and running. It's been
a real team effort between Dormansland and Lingkeld, as both villages donated
materials and started sewing excellent items, all made with love and care.

We have a team that crochet the headbands, which are so important for anyone
wearing a mask all day long. This team has literally created 100s of bands and
sewn buttons on.

We have covered a large area where vital PPE was needed, such as within the
Children’s Ward at East Surrey hospital, care homes, community home nurses,
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Young Epilepsy, Dame Vera Lynn charity, and the Horsham matters charity, as
well as local shops and voluntary groups around Dormansland and Lingbeld.
We will continue to make what is needed for residents that are now able to
come out of their homes.

To date, the group has made and delivered 2,389 items, from masks,
headbands/ear savers, hospital scrubs, tops and trousers to scrub bags, aprons
and hospital gowns. When the canopy over the farm shop ripped, the
needlewomen stepped in and mended this as well!

This is only the start for the sewing group, as we will carry on making lots of
different things to help raise money for different charities. So, please keep an
eye out for new ranges.

A self-employed photographer created a record of the time in isolation as a
village, for charity. We also matched local village tradespeople with someone
who has suffered a mechanical breakdown, such as a washing machine, boilers,
plumbing, electrical items failures, with a minimum call out fee charged.

Another volunteer created a fund, and our communications team ran our
Facebook page. Those shielding have cooked and made cakes, and if they had
supermarket order slots they bought things other villagers needed. The DDs
have donated time, energy and money, showing kindness and compassion to
each other.

What's next? Well, the roar is not going to go away anytime soon. The majority
of people who answered a Facebook poll said that their experience over the last
twelve weeks had been positive and almost the same number voted that they
would volunteer again.

When asked what had been important to them, the most voted for option was
meeting new people. New friendships have been formed and many in the
village have woken up to the amazing potential this village has.

We would love a farmers market and also a table top sale a couple of times a
month, to continue to bring us together. We also want to be better prepared,
should there be a second wave of Covid-19, or some other disaster. Our efforts
won us Claire Coutinho’s (our MP) the gold certibcate for community.

Winston Churchill, perhaps our most famous resident would be proud, once
said: “I never worry about action, but only inaction.”

Shhhuushh... can you hear that... that’s the sound of a roar.

Dormansland Diamonds
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Coronavirus or not, YWI
Dormansland is still going strong

| would normally say that the YWI meets at The Parish Rooms
at 8pm, usually on the second Tuesday of the month, but at the
moment who knows!!

The meeting schedule has been suspended so the talk we had

lined about Spotting Dementia, our movie night, and annual ramble have all
been cancelled (emoji sad face!). We have, however, held a couple of Zoom
meetings for members including Bingo! and quizzes. We await further
government announcements to see what will be possible in the coming months.

Our two book groups have continued to meet via Zoom and our walking group,
the YWI Soul Sisters, has started meeting again observing allowable group
sizes and social distancing of course.

We're very proud that two of our ladies have been key members of the
Dormansland Diamonds community care group. Ali has coordinated an effort to
provide PPE to local charities, care homes, etc. Over 2,400 lovingly hand-made
items have been distributed to date (beginning July). Lisa has coordinated
shopping for shielding families and food help where needed. Well done and
huge thanks to both these ladies!

Also, members Lynnette and Lizzie were instrumental in the yarnbombing on
the green at the end of Newhache. All fabulous work, and has helped bring our
community together at this difbcult, totally unprecedented, time.

Interested in joining and taking part? If you would like any further information or
would like to come along to a meeting in the future, please Sue Alfrey, our
membership coordinator, on 07738 247960.

Anne Robinson, President, ywidormansland@outlook.com , www.ywi.org.uk

All building work undertaken 5“.3»0“

martgaulknersbuilders.co.ul
www.faulknersbuilders.co

Call: 01342 836 718
Mob. 07775 070503
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