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People helped by year…

Helping local
individuals and
families in crisis
in East Grinstead
and surrounding
areas who are
in need.

Those less fortunate, in debt, homeless,
unemployed, or those suffering ill-health,
 
    
be working but unable to pay their bills.
For more information about the
EG Foodbank please visit
www.eastgrinstead.foodbank.org.uk
EG Foodbank is part of the Trussell Trust Foodbank
Network, a charity founded on Christian principles
of giving food to the hungry and drink to the thirsty.
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Lingfield’s coronavirus volunteers: giving time,
showing dedication, and loving the community
By Geoff Ledden, aka The Coordinator
It’s Monday, 30th March, and I receive a phone call from a lady at Tandridge
Voluntary Action (TVA), a charity supported by Surrey County Council (SCC)
and Tandridge District Council (TDC).
It knows of volunteers in Lingfield and Dormansland who are helping vulnerable
people in isolation due to the Covid-19 pandemic and need someone to act as
coordinator and point of contact with TVA and TDC.
My name had been suggested because I run the Comnet email network for
Neighbourhood Watch to publicise community events.
So, I’m in isolation due to age, with time on my hands, and the ready-made
network, so I thought, ‘why not?’ I have already started a temporary magazine
named ‘Caged!’ to try to alleviate the boredom of isolation, if only for a few
minutes each week.
TVA provides the list of volunteers. I contact them, guidelines and forms of
identity are drafted, agreed with TVA, and then distributed. It quickly became
apparent that money will also be needed to provide a safety net for the
volunteers, who can’t be expected to bear the cost of shopping on behalf of
housebound folk, who run short of cash and don’t use online banking.
The authorities promise help but this is an unprecedented situation and the
private sector can respond faster. I use Comnet and Caged! to launch an
appeal and also contact Rotary Meridian, East Grinstead, who agree to provide
a grant.
Private donations also start to flow. A neighbour agrees to act as external
Examiner for the new Covid-19 Fund, for which we agree guidelines. Pro-forma
claim forms are sent out to the volunteers and the hand-made identity forms are
replaced by formal, numbered badges issued by TDC.
I discovered that groups of volunteers have been formed spontaneously, nine of
my neighbours, for example, have banded together, produced a flyer and
posted it through the letterbox of the 93 houses and retirement flats on our
Lingfield estate. They identify the households where help is needed, and assign
a named volunteer to each one.
Another group has made contact with Lingfield Surgery and Boots offering to
assist with the collection and delivery of prescriptions. Initially, the queues
outside Boots were horrendous; the pharmacy was short-staffed due to the

6

pandemic, and patients wanted to stock up in case of shortage of supplies.
Some volunteers queued for up to three hours but a good working relationship
soon evolved, the queues shortened and waiting times decreased.
Lingfield Runners offered their services to collect medications which go into a
backpack and off they speed. A young lady behind the counter pops a red paper
heart into prescription bags to cheer people up.
Lingfield Parish Council provided emergency funding and applied to TDC for a
grant which is approved when funds are released by SCC. The Lingfield Parish
Clerk sends a letter to 100-plus households in Lingfield providing contact details
should they need help.
TDC identified 114 properties where there might be vulnerable people and
Lingfield volunteers were (and still are) tasked with contacting each one by
phone or house calls. Fourteen volunteers collect masks and gloves from my
porch, before making house calls.
As I write, the restrictions on our freedom are easing, albeit slowly. We can form
bubbles with loved ones; supermarkets are providing more delivery slots; many
people have signed up with online pharmacies; and even toilet rolls are
available.
Caged! magazine has run its course after 12 editions (now all available on the
Community News website and destined to be included in the Hayward History
archives in Lingfield Library).
The Lingfield Marathon Minibus, which normally takes the elderly and disabled
to Oxted and Crawley to shop, is preparing to resume service when it is
deemed safe to do so, thanks to a donation from the Covid-19 Fund for
essential PPE for drivers and any passengers who don’t have their own.
However, this is not the end of the story. The shoppers are still shopping;
prescriptions are still being delivered; bedlinen converted into masks; and
volunteers are on standby for emergencies and in case of a second wave of the
wretched virus.
How many volunteers? Well, who knows? Some have given their services every
day, others have been called upon only occasionally. Some have fitted shopping
in between the demands of young families, some in the evenings, and some
after work.
They certainly number more than 100 in the two villages, and they all have one
thing in common: utter selflessness. Without a doubt, the communities owe
them a massive debt of gratitude. We thank them all. Stay safe everybody.
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Lingfield Community Library gearing up for a
September reopening
We hope to open at the beginning of September after risk assessments by
Surrey County Council. In the meantime, our nearest open library is Oxted. We
will advertise the opening date on our website (www.lingfieldlibrary.org.uk),
the Community Facebook pages, and Nextdoor.
As we anticipate that as
a large number of books
will be returned initially –
all of which have to be
quarantined for 72 hours
– we may open the Drop
Box for returns earlier.
The Drop Box is
currently closed and
we’ll also advertise
about the date for
reopening.
Things will not be quite
the same to start with:
there will be no access
to printing, no
newspapers, and no seating areas. We’ll limit the number of people allowed in
at any one time and hand sanitiser and social distance markers will be in
position. You probably know already that all loans, including rental items (for
example, DVDs) have been extended until at least the 4th September 2020.
As some of our volunteers will still be shielding, we may also have to open
reduced hours (subject to approval), and these will be given in our re-opening
announcement.
Surrey Libraries has also introduced a new ‘Ready Reads’ service, where you
can tell them what you like to read and their team will handpick books for you,
ready to collect from your nearest open library. You have to be a Surrey
Libraries member and can access the service on line.
Children’s activities have been provided digitally, and we do hope that the little
ones have been watching. Not only the regulars like Rhymetime and Storytime,
but Lego Club and Craft and others.
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Pebble Rhymetime
Rhymetime sessions for all children to enjoy! We hope everyone gets involved
and sings along! Every Monday and Friday from 10.30am.
Crafts for children
Looking for ideas to keep children entertained? Lots of craft activities that are
quick, easy and no mess! Every Tuesday at 10.30am
Storytime
Who is ready for a story? Get comfy and relax while listening to staff read their
favourite picture book. Every Wednesday at 10.30am.
Summer Reading Challenge: Join the Silly Squad!
Sadly, we’re not involved with this ourselves but it is still going ahead, and
children can join by going to the website,
www.summerreadingchallenge.org.uk.
What a great way to fill some of those long summer days.
All of us at Lingfield Community Library hope you are keeping safe and we very
much look forward to seeing you at the library soon!

CROWHURST ALMSHOUSE VACANCY
Available September 2020
One bedroom, self-contained, single storey, terraced cottage available in
Crowhurst, Lingfield. Applicants should either be living in the Parish of
Crowhurst or surrounding Parishes or have originated from the area.
Unfortunately, the cottage is unsuitable for wheelchair users and it should
be noted that the cottage is in a rural area with very limited public transport.
Applicants must be able to live independently.
Please contact the Clerk to the Trustees:
EMAIL: crowhurstcharities@yahoo.com
or in writing to
1 Brick Kiln Cottages, Crowhurst Lane End, Oxted, RH8 9NT for an
application form and more detail
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Editorial
Hello again friends, and welcome to this, our Autumn 2020 edition of
Community News, bringing you the local news and information you need.
Well, where do we start, and what a few months it’s been for all of us.
Lockdowns, social distancing, face masks, shops closing, homeworking, and so
much more.
This is also our return to the world of print, having decided not to print the last
issue and publish it online only. We decided to follow social distancing rules,
and not place our deliverers in danger. We also set up a page on the CN
website sharing which local businesses were operating during lockdown.
We really have to mention our local advertisers and businesses, and the
support they’ve given us over the lockdown, sticking by us when we went wholly
online for the last issue. We really couldn’t keep going without the support of our
local advertisers, and their support over the years, so a big ‘thank you’ to you all.
We’ve included some of their stories in this issue, so please enjoy the read.
So, this could be called our ‘Comeback Issue’, and we think it’s a good one. As
we come out of lockdown, and things return to at least a form of normality,
we’ve decided to talk about our positive experiences.
You’ll read comments and contributions from local residents and businesses,
giving their unique perspectives on how things have changed, and how a truly
terrible event has been made into something positive.
There are so many people who need to be thanked for the work (paid and
unpaid) they’ve carried out during the lockdown. For example, the Dormansland
Diamonds Sewing Group has been providing ‘designer’ face masks for the
volunteers who help sort and deliver the hard copies of Community News, as
well as making other sizable contributions to the community (you can read about
that later). Disposable gloves were provided by local resident Geoff Ledden.
In fact, Geoff has gone above and beyond the call of duty by producing a
wonderful local publication called ‘Caged!’, providing more than a little relief
during a very difficult time, something he talks about in greater detail inside.
There are also untold people in and around the village who’ve helped
neighbours get food and medicines, been there for a chat, help with a minor
repair, or simply kept an eye out for each other. We all deserve a collective pat
on the back.
So what was the village like during the dark days of the early lockdown? It was
certainly one of the strangest experiences of my life walking around Jenners
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Field in early April, maintaining at least 100 meters of social distancing and
having half-shouted conversations with whatever other human beings happened
to be in the vicinity.
I also had a couple of two-hour waits outside Boots to get my wife’s and motherin-law’s medication. Happy to do it, and once inside the service was very quick
and polite, so a tip of the hat to Boots.
From a personal perspective, food shortages were never really a problem, aside
from toilet rolls in the early days, and we have to say a massive ‘thank you’ to
the staff of Co-op, Tesco and McColl’s for their diligence and hard work.
We also need to give a big shout out to our local pubs and restaurants, almost
all of whom have adapted to the crisis by offering takeaway food. Not quite the
same as a nice meal out, but still a close second, and if it keeps them in
business until we return to some form of normality, all the better.
It’s nice to see the shops in the village opening again (albeit slowly), and I can
at least get a good haircut for myself, and did so last week. Without a doubt,
there is certainly more of a ‘buzz’ around the village now, something that we can
build upon as the lockdown continues to ease by shopping local when we can.
Prime Minister Boris Johnson has already announced a gradual easing of
coronavirus restrictions (use of public transport, return to offices, etc) over the next
few weeks, leading to a "significant return to normality" by Christmas. Any plans
remain "remains conditional" on continued progress in controlling the virus and
preventing a second wave of infections. Fingers crossed that the worst is over.
As part of this extended editorial comment, we’d also like to share the
experiences of some of the Community News team, all of whom are longstanding local residents. Here’s Michael and his wife Gill Pocock:
The period of lockdown has brought many benefits, besides fighting the spread
of this terrible pandemic.
First of all, a sudden realisation that we would be spending more time at home – a
blessing for many who decided to take part in spring cleaning, turning out their
surplus books, clothes etc., (only to suddenly realise there was nowhere to take it!).
Anyone lucky enough to have a garden has toiled in the knowledge that food
which did not have to be queued for would be a bonus to both them, their
neighbours, family, and friends. Parents had the daunting prospect that children
were to be schooled at home, whilst juggling working from home in many cases.
We have realised the importance of looking out for each other and spending
time on what really matters. Luxury items were not important, but ‘staying safe’
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and well was. It was also the knowledge that someone would help you get that
loaf of bread, prescription, or just chat if you were unable to venture out,
because of self-isolation or shielding.
The show of solidarity to the NHS, key workers and all who tried their utmost to
make life a little better for mankind, has been phenomenal. We shall never
forget the sacrifice made by many during this time. The love of family and
friends, even if it had to be from a distance, has been aided by technology.
Virtual hugs and phone calls were the order of the day.
As we start to come out of lockdown, let us still be mindful of the suffering of
those who caught the virus and the lives that have been lost, and the worry of
lost employment or debt. We can and will fight this, if we remain the caring
community that we have proved we can be.
And here’s our very own Grace Porter, and her lasting memories of lockdown:
Smiles! It might be that we’ve had more time and not been in such a rush, but
everyone has smiled more and had a cheery word for each other! There’s always
been a strong community spirit but the response for volunteers has been fantastic
and also the support that individuals have provided for neighbours – whether it
was a friendly word over the garden fence, a phone call to check they were alright,
adding their shopping to their online order (if they were so lucky to get a delivery
slot!), providing pillow cases and thread for volunteers making masks.
Our local shops have been great, extending their stock to provide items we
would normally buy elsewhere and the staff have maintained a friendly service
under very stressful conditions.
We must not forget all the other members of the community who continued to
work during the lockdown, all the NHS staff, care workers, key workers and
those who could not work at home. Life must have been very difficult for them
and should be acknowledged.
I hope that everyone will remember our local shops and businesses in the future
– they were there when we needed them and now they need our support.
Paula and Simon of Cox and Co were expecting a quieter work life:
Our work is digital and we had no idea if we’d lose clients (whose businesses
aren’t digital). So we planned to spend lots of time in the garden and finally get
round to fixing stuff in the house. It's true to say that Paula was more excited
about that than Simon!
But our clients amazed us with their 'never give up' attitude. Many pivoted their
businesses to offer new products and services, or took the time for a refresh.
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They needed our support. So our garden is the worst it’s looked for years, and
all those house jobs remain untouched.
A daily walk before work boosts us for the day and connects us with nature's
beauty on our local patch. And we spend precious time off with loved ones of all
ages daily over Zoom. Everything from celebrations to cook-alongs, quizzes to
woodwork. We share worries and laughs at the virtual kitchen table in the same
way we do when we're all together.
Here are the thoughts of one of our local residents, Pamela Cunniffe from the
East Surrey Walkers:
I hope you’re all well and have found interesting ways to spend the past 100plus days since the start of lockdown. It’s been a weird experience, hasn’t it,
with some people finding it strangely peaceful with a lack of stress, while others
have been struggling with home-schooling, lack of money and food, or
loneliness.
My way of getting through it has been by concentrating on my allotment,
growing everything from seed for the first time, and looking after the garden (all
neat and tidy for the first time) as well as keeping in touch with friends and
neighbours, first by Zoom and later by socially distant meetups.
The wonderful friends we have made in East Surrey Walkers have been very
supportive of each other and we realise just how important it is to have a good
network of friends to help in difficult times.
As an organisation, we have been unable to meet up for our regular walks, but
we are hopeful that with lockdown easing we will soon be able to enjoy walking
and talking with each other again. Many thanks and keep safe.
Why not give something back to your community and join the gang. Fancy
yourself as a bit of a writer? Want to come and join the team and help put
together this wonderful little publication? Anything about developments within
the local area make you angry or happy? Please put pen to paper and tell us
about it, as we’re always happy to receive contributions of any sort.
We’d also like to ask if anybody out there would like to help us with Community
News’s distribution and delivery? We could certainly use some more deliverers,
so if you could spare a few hours every 12 weeks or so, please get in touch.
That just leaves us to say once again a Great Big Thank You to you, our
readers, advertisers, contributors, deliverers, friends, and associates. Enjoy the
rest of the summer, stay safe, look after each other, and we’ll see you guys
again in October.
The Community News Team
13
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Lingfield Parish Council News
What a wonderful volunteer effort! Thank you so
much!
Huge thanks are due to Geoff Ledden for co-ordinating the volunteer effort in
Lingfield during the pandemic and to all those who have freely given their time
carrying out a wide range of tasks including shopping, collecting prescriptions,
and making scrubs and masks.
Those of us who have benefited – and I am one of them, having been in selfisolation during this time – are enormously grateful to this army of volunteers
who have stepped in and made it possible for us to be protected. Thank you to
each and every one of you who has carried out this vital work.
The Parish Council
The Parish Council has adapted as best it can to the new ways of working while
we have all been affected by the Coronavirus pandemic.
While the Community Centre is closed, our clerk Fay Elwood has been working
from home. When the Centre re-opens – which we hope won’t be too far away –
she will resume working at her office there.
The Parish Council held its first meeting by Zoom at the end of May, and
another meeting via Zoom will be held at 11am on Tuesday 28th July.
The public are welcome to attend this meeting via Zoom technology and can
contact the clerk for further information as to how to do this. Contact details are
given at the end of this article.
Skate ramp repaired
We are pleased to report that the skate ramp in Jenners Field has been
repaired by a contractor commissioned by Tandridge District Council. It will be
re-opened as soon as the Government says it is safe to do so under Covid-19
regulations.
A public consultation will take place in due course about a new skate ramp, and
we will give details about this on our website as soon as information becomes
available.
Gun Pit pond
We decided against using volunteer help to refurbish the pond – we concluded
it would be too challenging. We are now looking at ways to undertake this
project either later this year, or next year. We need to drain water from the pond,
remove some of the silt, and check for leaks.
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Flowers galore!
We are delighted by the arrival of flowers in our village centre. As before, our
suppliers have provided hanging baskets on lampposts and flower troughs
outside the Community Centre – but this year we also have two flower ‘cubes’ in
the High Street which I hope you agree are lovely.
Vivien Hepworth, Chairman
The parish office is closed until further notice but the clerk can be contacted on
lingfieldpc@gmail.com or call on 01342 832 181. Please visit our website
www.lingfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk.
Lingfield Parish Council
Lingfield and Dormansland Community Centre
High Street, Lingfield, Surrey RH7 6QL
TEL: 01342 835 557

Dormansland Parish Council
www.dormansland.org.uk
Dormansland Parish Council would like to provide the following update to the
community on the steps and actions it has taken to support the community as a
whole, as well as those residents in difficulty during this extremely challenging
period caused by the Covid-19 pandemic.
We would firstly like to thank the many people as well as groups such as
Dormansland Diamonds in our community for the hard work, effort and
dedication they have shown during this pandemic in supporting and helping
those around them who have found themselves in difficulty and requiring aid.
During March and April the Clerk printed approximately 2,000 leaflets free of
charge which were delivered to the Community Care Group for their distribution.
One of the Parish Councillors has been helping the Community Group with
visiting vulnerable residents and continues to make daily visits to one resident in
particular.
At the beginning of April the Parish Council provided a grant of £500 to St
John’s Church which was for the sole use of the Community Care Group. As per
parish rules and regulations a financial grant can’t be given directly to an
individual or a non-registered organisation. Thus the Parish Council found a
way of providing the funding to the group, via the Church.
At the beginning of May the Parish Council applied to Tandridge District Council
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for a grant of £1,000 for the support of community groups. This grant was awarded
and the £1,000 was also given to the Community Care Group via the Church as
explained above. To date a total of £1,500 has been provided to the group.
Recently two further grant applications were received from the Dormansland
Diamonds. The first of these was for £1,000 to purchase food for those
residents finding themselves in hardship. As explained above, the Parish
Council is unable to provide a direct financial grant so agreed to purchase food
for the food bank set up in the village.
This was to the value of £500 with a further £500 should demand outstrip
donations from residents. The Parish Council also offered to help in
encouraging residents to make donations of food to the Food Bank by
producing and delivering leaflets.
The second grant was for £1,000 to be used towards, if needed, the breakdown
of washing machines, boilers, water leaks, etc. The Parish Council did not
agree to this again because of financial regulations and also that it was not
considered appropriate use of public money.
The Parish Council has taken advice from Tandridge District Council, the Surrey
and Sussex Association of Local Clerks and auditors to ensure that we are able
to support our community, without breaking any rules.
Traffic Calming Project
Work on the traffic calming speed table at the Memorial Hall crossroads has
been delayed due to the Covid-19 pandemic and subsequent gas works to be
carried out in July. Therefore, work is now expected to start in the next few
months.
Planning
Due to the coronavirus pandemic and the subsequent lockdown, the requested
alterations to plans of the Dormansland Memorial Hall and subsequent
submission to Tandridge for approval have been delayed.
The Chairman of the Trustees is arranging a meeting with the developer and the
architect to review the current situation. If all goes well, the Trustees will soon
be in a position where a full planning application can be made to TDC.
Planning permission has been granted for a car park and nine affordable homes
behind Dormans Station. Work on the site has been delayed due to the current
coronavirus situation. For further information on this application please visit
www.tandridge.gov.uk, application TA/2017/212.
Lisa Liggins, Parish Clerk T: 01732 866 149, E: dormansclerk@outlook.com
W: www.dormansland.org.uk
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The Guest House makes the best of the
lockdown, and readies for a full reopening
Each year towards the end of winter, the Directors of the Guest House Trust
arrange for an inspection of the fabric of the building and, if necessary, arrange
for repairs to be carried out. This year there were a few issues but nothing major.
Despite a very wet winter the building has held up well. Due to the Covid-19
pandemic the work was put on hold until the builders and suppliers were back in
business so, during June we were able to complete everything.
The main thing everyone will notice as they pass by or come into the library,
which hopefully will be open by the time you read this, is the new handrail and
balustrade. The old one was decidedly rickety and dangerous. The new one of
green oak will weather down over the next couple of years similar to the silver
grey of the main timbers of the building.
We also had to seal the gaps between the timbers and the pebbledash panels
on the back walls to prevent water getting behind the panels and replace
sections of lime mortar on the front walls where the existing mortar was
crumbling away. One of the small buttresses needed a replacement block of
sandstone and luckily we had one which was cut to size and shape.
With lockdown the garden could have become a wilderness. However, we have
the real benefit of new tenants in the maisonette and Paul has been absolutely
marvellous, keeping all the existing plants going and planting up new shrubs
and perennials so the main borders at the back of the property are developing
brilliantly.
During July the front garden will have been created into a rose border to
complement the ramblers along the fence, and over the front arch. We have
also started to develop a wildflower patch at the rear.
At the time of writing, late June, we have to re-lay the patio area and then
create a rockery above it. I hope by the time you read this, these jobs have also
moved on. The garden is available for you to enjoy when the library is open.
In late September and early October we would appreciate some help cutting
down the perennials and generally tidying up the garden for the winter. Please
contact me on 01342 834 648 or rjr28@btinternet.com if you can spare us a
couple of hours or so. We will supply refreshments during the day.
The inside of the building was fine – no work needed this time. We have moved
some furniture out of the children’s room to make more space for extra
bookcases which are needed to take the new books bought by the CPL with
money from Tesco’s Community Fund.
Rita Russell, Director, Lingfield Guest House Trustee
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LINGFIELD PLUMBING
PLUMBING PROBLEM?

H20 Plumbing

Call an expert for a
no obligation Quotation

General Plumbing Service
Alterations
& Bathroom Installations

30 years experience in Domestic
and Commercial plumbing
and heating
City and Guild Qualiﬁed
Insured

No job too small

For a professional and
courteous service

City & Guild Trained

contact

Call Richard on

Lingﬁeld Plumbing

Tel: 01883 712 523

Tel: 01342 833 280
07711 434 569

Mob: 07876 450 420

lingﬁeldplumbing@gmail.com

Established 1993

The pest control service for
K EN T
T,, SURREY AND SUSSEX
““S
Solutions ffo
o r al l y
yo
our pest prro
oblems”

Contraccttors to Kent, Surrey & W
We
esstt Sussex Countty
y Councils

PHONE 01342 835128
FAX
0 13 4 2 8353 75
www.3countiespestcontrol.com
3 Counties Pest Control, Kromdraai House
Ta
T
albot Road, Lingﬁeld, RH7 6AD
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ALEXˏˏˏˏ JONES
Independent Family Funeral Directors

One of the few remaining family-owned, truly independent funeral directorss in the area
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Specify your wishes in advance
Protection against rising funeral costss
A range of flexible payment options
Arrange the send off you want
Alex Jones Funeral Directors
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01342 832534
www.alexjonesfuneraldirrectors.co.uk
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Down on the Allotment: Lockdown has reenergised the need to be inventive
It’s certainly been an interesting year for vegetable
growing. We took the conscious decision to grow
mainly at home this year as the allotments often fall
prey to theft, plus we are trying to limit contact with
others as much as possible…we even stayed away
from Bournemouth beach!
A section of lawn was dug up, three temporary
polytunnels were erected, and any spare large pot
was used up. Our garden is very heavy clay and, with
garden centres closed, there was no prospect of buying in bags of compost.
Fortunately, we found a source of mushroom compost and eight tonnes later we
had a vegetable garden.
Crops are growing well: currently we are cropping lettuces, spring onions,
cabbages, French beans, runner beans, peas, leeks and beetroot. Potatoes
have not done so well, perhaps spoiled by the mushroom compost they have
formed huge green plants with maybe one or two
marble sized potatoes at the end.
In the polytunnels, tomatoes, cucumbers and melons
bask in the heat and humidity – with some cucumbers
picked and the first tomatoes progressing from green
to amber even as I write.
One of the biggest challenges to growing this year is
not having enough space. I tried planting things closer together (they call it
‘square foot gardening’), but I think the soil is so rich that the plants have
become so huge that it has become impossible to see what is leek, what is
cabbage, and what is sweet corn. Then there is the issue of not being able to go
out and buy whatever materials I need.
A lack of canes for my beans was met by chopping down a thicket of Ash
saplings that had needed dealing with for years. A shortage of small pots was
dealt with by finally using the paper pot maker bought for me a few Christmases
ago. The need to be inventive again, to follow the true allotment spirit rather
than head off to the garden centre with a list, has actually
added to the enjoyment.
Our two dogs have enjoyed the lockdown experience with us
being at home all of the time, plus they have a new foraging
area in the garden. With the birds once again having eaten
all the cherries with some dropped for the dogs, our two
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mutts are now turning their attention to the ripening tomatoes, which are
seemingly sniffed regularly, with the tell-tale smell of tomato plants evident on
their heads. Their efforts will soon be thwarted however when I add baby gates
to either end of the polytunnel!
After the hot weather, the crops really bulked up and soon we will be forcing our
surplus of runner beans, courgettes and tomatoes (dogs permitting) onto
neighbours. With so many more people growing this year and a real community
spirit resurgence, we might have to stagger out trips to exchange produce. I
was able to pass on all my surplus tomato and cucumber plants to grateful
recipients via local Facebook groups and see many other people doing the
same.
The community spirit, the digging up of the lawn for vegetables and the makedo-and-mend strategies might be reminiscent of the war years. Perhaps it's time
for Boris to exclaim at the crowded scenes a few weeks back “We shall fight
them on the beaches”!
Stay safe, stay alert and – if you see me approaching with
bags of runner beans – stay down!
Adrian Colombini

Lingfield Running Club has like
everyone else been in lockdown
But since 2nd April to maintain fitness and good mental health, 23
members have volunteered to deliver prescriptions on a daily
basis to those that are unable to get out and collect their much
needed medications.
We proudly wear our club running vests and run to the various addresses. This
work is done in coordination with our village GP Practice and our village Boots
the chemist.
So far club runners have delivered 46 prescriptions. Not only does this deliver
much needed medicine but it is also an opportunity for a quick chat to help
combat loneliness during these uncertain times.
This has created a great community spirit across Lingfield and Dormansland
and hit a peak with a live radio interview with the Ladies club captain on BBC
radio Surrey “.
Scott McDonald
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Lingfield Primary School: online
or in person, the learning
continues
Life at Lingfield Primary School since March has been
different to anything we have seen before. Since
lockdown, Lingfield has been open to the children of key
workers and vulnerable children.
We kept going over the Easter holidays and throughout half-term when the
majority of the planning took place in preparation for our extended reopening.
We now have around a half to two thirds of our children back from Early Years,
Year 1 and Year 6, in addition to maintaining our key worker provision.
Recently, we have opened additional bubbles to enable some of our Year 2, 3, 4
and 5 pupils to attend.
Bubbles start the day at different times, stay in their classrooms at separate
desks, have break and lunchtime separately from other bubbles, and go home
at different times.
It was wonderful to see some of our children back after such a long time and
they seemed equally pleased to see us!
Children are enjoying and benefiting from being in small groups, working on the
Chromebooks and laptops in the morning and then having craft and teamwork
opportunities in the afternoon.
The other side of our provision involves the online learning platform, Google
Classroom. Fortunately, all of our staff had been trained in the use of this
learning platform before we closed school.
This has been an invaluable asset for us to ensure that our children can
maintain their learning at home.
It has also meant that we have been able to keep in regular contact with parents.
This, in addition to telephone calls and Zoom meetings, has enabled our
families to still feel a part of the Lingfield team.
We are keeping our fingers crossed that we are all able to return fully in
September.
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Here’s some of the wonderful work our Year 4 children have been doing at
home:
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Lingfield and Dormansland
Community Centre: holding out for
a fresh start in the autumn
The Community Centre is, as I write, starting to take the first,
tentative steps towards reopening after our forced closure. The government has
given a green light for community centres to open where it is safe to do so, and
we are looking at what that will mean for us.
The centre has been closed to the public since the middle of March and most of
our staff have been placed on the furlough scheme.
This scheme has saved us from complete financial disaster at a time when, like
many other bodies, our income has fallen very steeply through the closure of
classes and the cancellation of events that would normally support us.
We have also received two generous grants totalling £18,000 from the
government’s Retail Hospitality and Leisure Grant scheme and the Surrey
County Council VCSF Hardship Fund, and our thanks go to Lesley Steeds for
her help with the latter donation. This addition to our reserves means that we
can plan to continue in operation into the autumn and New Year, by which time
we must hope the worst of the crisis will be behind us and activities (and
revenue) will have resumed.
At present, Little Chums nursery has reopened, with close attention to hygiene
and safety of both children and staff, and the chiropodist service has restarted
for essential patients.
We’re looking at what will be required as other users return and are in
discussion with our community of users about their plans. There will be a need
for comprehensive risk assessments to be prepared for each user. We cannot,
at present, contemplate large scale or crowded events.
Our manager, Claire Thomas, is returning to work on a part-time basis. This is a
welcome and necessary step on the road to normal operation. Claire will talk to
individual users to establish how we can extend the range of permitted activities.
When will we back operating at full scale? Your guess is as good as mine. We
are working cautiously towards that goal but we will have to follow the advice
and instructions from the government as we do so. I am confident that, one day,
we shall be able to welcome everybody back to the centre, to enjoy films, plays,
talks and the many other activities that our community centre can offer.
Ian Jones, Chairman, June 2020
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Local Hero Volunteers celebrated
in Tandridge
Winners of the Tandridge Local Heroes Awards 2020, for
those volunteers in the area who have excelled in their
volunteering contributions by going the extra mile and
making a positive difference in local communities, were
finally able to receive their trophies recently, presented to
them under socially distancing rules.
Established by Tandridge Voluntary Action, these volunteering awards were
open for nominations before the pandemic, to celebrate those Local Heroes
who create a positive impact in the many good causes in Tandridge, giving their
time and commitment for free.
Although there have been hundreds of willing volunteers stepping up to help
through the current pandemic, these Local Heroes Awards 2020 recognise the
dedicated volunteers who have been supporting charities and communities
before this, making an amazing difference and impact in people’s lives in
Tandridge.
High quality nominations for the awards were judged by a panel, including
representatives from local councils and health providers, who all agreed that the
field was more competitive than ever.
This year, Tandridge Voluntary Action was delighted to be collaborating with
Tandridge District Council, as the district council’s Chairman’s Civic Dinner for
the voluntary sector in April was to host the presentation of the prize winners.
However, this event was postponed due to Covid-19, and so the winners were
filmed receiving their trophies from local dignitaries on their doorstep.
Winners of the Local Heroes Awards 2020:
Up to 10 years volunteering service – ‘for someone who has excelled in their
enthusiasm’ – Christine Skinner, Us in a Bus.
Lifetime Award ‘for an individual who has made a positive contribution over
many years’ – Lorna Edser, the Woodhouse Centre, Limpsfield Memorial Stores,
Oxted Link and many other charities, a volunteer for over 40 years.
Young Volunteer (16 to 25 years old) – Hannah Scott at The Westway
community and wellbeing centre, Caterham.
Team Award – ‘for a team who have worked well together’ – Warlingham
Community Library Volunteer Team.
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Tandridge District Council’s Chairman’s Award for an
‘Invisible Hero’, ‘for someone who gets things done
quietly ‘behind the scenes’ – Graham Tebbutt, volunteer
with the Badger Trust and other charities.
Mike Moss Community Award – for individuals who
‘make a difference in their community’ – Pam Douce, for
25 years at The Westway community and wellbeing
centre, Caterham.

Graham Tebbutt

Tandridge Voluntary Action’s Chairman, Peter Damesick, said, ‘We had so many
impressive nominations for the Local Heroes Awards, highlighting the wide
range of invaluable contributions volunteers make to our community’.
Tandridge District Council’s Chairman, Councillor Jeremy Pursehouse, said, ‘My
warmest congratulations to our award winners and everyone nominated for an
award. These awards celebrate the truly remarkable work of our residents who
devote their time to help others’.
For more information or to find out how you can become a Local Hero,
checkout the Tandridge Voluntary Action website at www.tva.org.uk, or call
Julia on 07741 657 190, or email info@tva.org.uk.
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QVH tops national NHS inpatient survey
The latest national NHS inpatient survey shows
that Queen Victoria Hospital (QVH) continues to
achieve some of the best feedback from
patients in the country.
It is also one of only five acute specialist trusts
to have consistently maintained a ‘much better
than expected’ rating over the last six years.
The annual national survey of inpatients at all
NHS hospital trusts in England published on 2nd
July covers all aspects of patients’ care and treatment.
Carried out by the Care Quality Commission, the survey asked patients for their
views on aspects of their care, such as: the hospital environment,
communication with staff, involvement in decisions and being treated with
respect and dignity.
550 QVH patients participated in the survey. Patients scored highly on
questions relating to having confidence and trust in the doctors and nurses
treating them as well as decisions made about their treatment and care; staff
working well together as a team; having enough information about their
condition or treatment; privacy; being treated with dignity and respect; and
having enough to eat and drink.
Jo Thomas, Director of Nursing and Quality, QVH, said: “We are committed to
putting quality, safety and patient experience at the forefront of everything we
do, so we are delighted that Queen Victoria Hospital has again achieved such
high scores in this national inpatient survey.”“Thank you to all of our staff for
their commitment and dedication to each and every patient.”
You can read the full survey on the Care Quality Commission’s website at
www.cqc.org.uk/provider/RPC/survey/3
For more information about QVH please visit www.qvh.nhs.uk

Carers Support
If you are a child or adult caring for someone at home or elsewhere who is ill,
frail or disabled and the care you provide is unpaid,

you are a Carer
There are a number of services available to carers across Surrey:
Surrey Council Adult Social Care Team 0300 200 1005
Local Independent Carers Support Contact Centre 03456 009 009
www.surrey.gov.uk or www.carersnet.org.uk
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Lingfield Scrubs fighting Covid-19 in own unique way
Our small group, currently 13 women, based in and around
Lingfield/Dormansland, was originally started in response to a request from the
original FTLOS (for the love of scrubs) for help to cut and sew scrubs, sanitary
clothing worn by medical personnel. I joined the group early April after being
referred from the FTLOS East Grinstead coordinator, and I think all of us in the
group joined up because we wanted to do something for the community to try
combat the Covid-19 outbreak, anyway we could. We have been making scrubs
and wash bags, hats, ear savers, masks and mask wash bags.
Not everyone has been sewing, some have been cutting, transporting or washing
and ironing, with each person doing what they felt comfortable with, and making it
an amazing team effort and everyone feeling good and proud about the work we
are doing. We have been working closely with our sister groups and trying
respond to ‘cries for help’ whenever we can. Initially we sewed mostly scrubs and
scrub bags, providing scrubs for not only the Surgery in Lingfield, scrubs for
Pembury, St. Piers, Saint Barnabas and various other care homes; osteopaths,
carers, nurses and anyone who needed them.
By the beginning of July we have made about 850 items and there are another
250 masks in the pipeline. At the end of June, 120 masks were delivered to The
College of Saint Barnabas and 40 masks to Lingfield Parish Council (Meals on
Wheels), which were all very pleased to receive. We are preparing ourselves for a
big influx of requests, especially for masks. Stay safe everyone.
Mette Udsholt

The RH7 History Group schedules
talks for September and November
Unfortunately our July talk was cancelled. Hopefully the easing of the lockdown will
allow the Community Centre and Library to be reopened in the near future, and enable
both the RH7 History Group and Hayward History Centre to restart their activities.
Our next scheduled events are:
14th September Talk AGM, followed by The Local Suffrage Movement
9th November
Talk
Christmas, a celebratory history
Membership fees are £10 single or £12 joint (for members at the same address).
These fall due on 1st October. There is a charge of £2.50 for visitors to our
meetings. Normally we would suggest that if you needed assistance with a
particular topic, to contact us via our website and then one of our team would
arrange to meet you at the library. Obviously, we cannot provide this service at
present, but if you do need help contact us and we will get back to you once the
situation improves.
More info: www.rh7.org, or contact the Chairman: billfstevenson@yahoo.co.uk.
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Spitfire flypast recognises the proud QVH heritage
The staff and patients at Queen Victoria Hospital were honoured to mark the
75th anniversary of VE Day on Friday 8th May with a special Spitfire flypast.
National paper the Daily Mail asked its readers to nominate an NHS hospital to
be involved in an extraordinary opportunity to mark VE Day.
They were inundated with suggestions for Queen Victoria Hospital, which
formed one of 11 special locations across the UK to receive a sky-high visitor.
The hospital has a proud heritage which includes the treatment and
rehabilitation of injured WWII airmen
under the guidance of pioneering plastic
surgeon Archibald McIndoe and his
team.
As WWII progressed they treated a
growing number of casualties with
severe injuries which led to McIndoe
looking at new ways to treat burns
including use of saline to bathe them,
and evolving plastic surgery techniques
to become more effective in restoring
wounded skin and tissue.
Those who underwent two surgeries
performed by McIndoe were eligible to
join the Guinea Pig Club, so called
because of the experimental techniques used to treat them, which was founded
at the hospital in 1941.
The Spitfire flypast was a fitting tribute to McIndoe and his legacy of treating the
whole person, both physically and psychologically, which lives on at Queen
Victoria Hospital today.
It continues to be known as a leading specialist centre for reconstructive
surgery and rehabilitation, with national and international recognition for
pioneering new and innovative treatments.
Many of the hospital's staff and patients gathered at a social distance on the
hospital’s front lawn to hear the roar of the Spitfire's merlin engine and to cheer
as it did a roll of honour over right over the top of the grounds. Staff and patients
had made banners and bunting which were proudly displayed.
People across East Grinstead also took to their gardens and streets to see the
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plane which carried a special thank you NHS message on the underside of the
fuselage.
Steve Jenkin, Chief Executive of Queen Victoria Hospital, said: “We’re proud of
our heritage and the life-changing support we continue to provide to our patients
today, thanks to the dedication and commitment of all of our staff.”
“Just as our hospital had a part to play during WWII, today we are again taking
on an important role, this time by supporting patients with cancer as a surgical
centre during Covid-19.” added Jenkin. “I’d like to thank the readers of the Daily
Mail for this opportunity, and it’s a wonderful tribute to mark a very special
hospital.”
Lt Col Tania Cubison FRCS (Plast) of the Royal Army Medical Corp, who is also
QVH’s Deputy Medical Director, said: “During WWII, Queen Victoria Hospital,
under the guidance of Sir Archibald McIndoe, played a key role in providing
treatment for badly burned airmen and laying the foundations for modern plastic
surgery.”
“His approach to treating patients holistically, looking at the whole person’s
physical and mental wellbeing, is a legacy that lives on in our work at the
hospital today,” she added.
“We continue to pioneer techniques for the treatment of burns and soft tissue
reconstruction, and strive to provide the best possible care for our patients."
Queen Victoria Hospital is a specialist NHS hospital providing life-changing
reconstructive surgery, burns care and rehabilitation services for people across
the South of England.
For more information please contact the QVH Press Office on 01342 414 508,
or visit www.qvh.nhs.uk. Follow QVH on social media at
www.facebook.com/QueenVictoria.
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Thank you for your support – a message from
Tandridge District Council
On behalf of Tandridge District Council we want to thank our staff, residents,
businesses, parish councils, Tandridge Voluntary Action and many community
groups, as well as our partners across Surrey, for all their support and community
teamwork over the last two months.
Although it is a very difficult time, there are a lot of positives to be found in the
current situation. We have so many incredible people across our district who have
offered their time, skills and resources, to help those most in need. It’s been a
very humbling experience. We have seen:
•

An army of volunteers delivering food, collecting prescriptions and calling our
most vulnerable or isolated residents for a chat

•

Donations of money, 4G tablets or personal protective equipment to local
hospitals and care homes

•

Businesses delivering groceries and hot meals to our residents

•

Charities and good causes supporting residents

•

NHS staff and caregivers working around the clock to care for those needing
medical attention

•

Residents going the extra mile, including our Handmade Heroes making PPE
for those who need it, those looking out for the vulnerable or isolated in their
communities and our more artistic residents who have been decorating their
windows with rainbows and messages of thanks, which give us all a lift each day.

•

Superhero parents and carers, conquering the challenge of working from home,
while at the same time learning to be a homeschool teacher!

We also must mention our own staff who have risen to the challenge and
changed their roles to focus on supporting the most vulnerable, or those directly
affected by the situation, whether this is dealing with business grants, applying
any changes to help with council tax payments, or calling people to find out what
support they might need and to check they are ok.
We have been working hard to continue to deliver
essential services and support our local communities as
best as we can. Biffa, our waste contractor, has carried
on collecting recycling and waste, while many other
councils have had to reduce or suspend services.
Our collection crew has loved the many thank you
messages from residents, so please do keep creating them.
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Many residents and businesses are experiencing financial hardship at the
moment and we urge anyone who would benefit to apply for any of the grants or
employee schemes the government has made and continues to make available.
We have the latest information on our website at
www.tandridge.gov.uk/coronavirus, and we encourage you to sign up to our
enewsletters at www.tandridge.gov.uk/signup to get the latest information
straight to your inbox.
This is an uncertain and challenging time for many people, but if we all continue
to follow the government guidance around social distancing we will save lives and
protect the NHS.
We will continue to do everything we can to support our community. Based on the
amazing community spirit we have already seen, we are confident by pulling
together and supporting our most vulnerable, we will get through this and there
will be some positive outcomes from this situation. We thank you all.
Councillor Tony Elias, Leader of the Council and Conservative Group Councillor
Catherine Sayer, Leader of the Independents and OLRG Alliance Councillor Chris
Botten, Leader of the Liberal Democrats Councillor Martin Allen, Leader of the
Independent Group
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The British Wildlife Centre is
open and ready for bookings!
Great news! After over three months of closure due to
Covid-19 the British Wildlife Centre is thrilled to
announce that it has reopened to the
general public, and will be open every
day for the whole of the summer
holiday.
To make trips as safe as possible for
staff and visitors, all visits must be
pre-booked online to limit numbers
and allow for social distancing. The
new online booking system is live, so
why not book a day out to see the
centre’s fascinating collection of
native wild species, including this
season’s new kittens, calves, fawns,
and owl chicks.
The visitor centre will have a one-way
entry and exit in operation and there
will be plenty of hand-washing

The British Wildlife Centre’s owner and
founder, David Mills

facilities and hand sanitisers
around the centre. Signage
will remind visitors to hand
wash regularly and there’ll be
social distancing indicators
around the site.
The coffee shop will be open
offering a limited selection of
takeaway drinks and prepackaged foods. Visitors are
welcome to bring their own
food and use the socially
distanced picnic areas.
Some of the smaller indoor
exhibits (such as the
Nocturnal House and Badger
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Sett) will be closed due to limited space. However, as much of the centre is
outdoors visitors will see plenty of wonderful wildlife.
The British Wildlife Centre’s staff and animals are looking forward to welcoming
visitors back.
Owner and founder, David
Mills said: “The BWC team
want to say a huge ‘thank
you’ to everyone for their
support and patience,
particularly those who so
generously donated during
these tough times.”
“Such generosity kept us
going when our income
suddenly ceased, which
allowed us to keep the
animals fed and maintain
our usual high welfare
standards,” he added.
“We have all been deeply
touched. Now we can’t wait
to throw the gates open
once again and share our
passion for Britain’s
wonderful wildlife,” said Mills.
The centre is on the A22 at Newchapel, near Lingfield, Surrey. Visitors can see
and learn about over 40 different British wild animals and birds in large natural
enclosures in an attractive countryside setting. The site is wheelchair accessible
and parking is free.
For more information and to book a ticket to the Centre visit:
www.britishwildlifecentre.co.uk
For more information about the BWC, please contact:
Liza Lipscombe, Marketing Manager, British Wildlife Centre
TEL: 01342 834 658
FAX: 01432 834 669
EMAIL: info@britishwildlifecentre.co.uk
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HomeFix
We provide a friendly, reliable service to take care
of all your property needs
• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Structural alterations
• Carpentry

• Decorating
• General maintenance & repairs
• Decking & landscaping
• Small jobs welcome

FREE QUOTES

01342 833 976
07985 962 785
ESTABLISHED OVER 150 YEARS

HEAD & SOUTHON
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL BUILDING CONTRACTORS

ALL TYPES OF BUILDING WORK
GENERAL MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS
DECORATING PLUMBING
SMALL JOBS VERY WELCOME
18 EAST GRINSTEAD ROAD, LINGFIELD, SURREY, RH7 6EP
TELEPHONE: 01342 833833 EMAIL headandsouthon@supanet.com
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HomeFix: How we’re working differently since
Covid-19
After seven weeks at home learning new ‘life skills’, I’m back working and
adapting to the so-called ‘new normal’.
Now, after getting up and feeding myself and the dogs (we had new puppies
during lockdown), I make my lunch (sadly, no more £3.00 Co-Op Meal Deals).
I then prepare a flask of coffee (I don’t accept drinks from customers, nor
biscuits, should I ever be fortunate enough to be offered some) and grab a
bottle of hand sanitiser before leaving.
I’m a self-employed builder who usually works alone, so I don’t have to worry
about passengers, and with much less traffic on the road it’s generally a stressfree drive to work. After three months of not shaving or having a haircut, I arrive
at a new job and meet the customer. I can see they’re wondering whether I’m
the same guy who quoted for the job, or some random bloke who’s wandered
off the street!
With regards to the work I am only working on exterior jobs, or in rooms
separated from the rest of the house, preferably with its own external access.
Getting materials is not as easy as it was before lockdown. Most suppliers use
click and collect or delivery, though some builders merchants have recently
allowed normal visits, albeit with social distancing.
The result is instead of just popping off to get materials everything has to be
carefully planned, ordered and collected, which takes more time – the builder’s
mortal enemy. And with factories closing down during the lockdown some
materials are in short supply, the stand- out item being plaster.
Bags of plaster are difficult to find and should you be fortunate enough to come
across some, you are limited to five per customer, which is only enough for a
small room. Consequently, bags normally costing £8.00 have been advertised
on eBay for £50.00 (a nice little price rise, and that doesn’t even include
delivery!).
We may never get back to the ‘old normal’ but if social distancing, hand washing
and eating ham sandwiches five days-a-week helps us all get over this crisis,
it’s a small price to pay.
Ashley Louis, HomeFix
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The roaring success of the Dormansland
Diamonds, there for us when we needed it
The definition of roar is a loud, constant noise or sound: this sums up nicely the
Dormansland Diamonds response to Covid-19. It wasn’t always perfect, it was
certainly not a smooth ride, but this little village responded by roaring together.
Up until March, Dormansland was probably only famous because Winston
Churchill once lived here! But from the first day that Covid-19 emerged as a
threat, this village has punched way ahead of its weight in volunteer support
and in the love and compassion that neighbours have displayed for each other.
We will emerge from this stronger, and we’ve definitely grown as a community.
This crisis has shone a light on community, care and spirit, as well as
highlighting some things which we now know are irrelevant. Over 140
volunteers were mobilised and smashed through the barriers of queues and
empty shelves; about 500 prescriptions have been collected; 430 shopping lists
have been taken and used; and over 300 food boxes delivered.
It’s hard to remember now what those early days were like – where people
queued for food, shelves were empty in supermarkets, there was no loo roll, but
the village stores and our post office stayed open. Our pubs were forced to
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close for business, but that gave us space to store food, and a place for
donations to be collected and distributed. It was out of this that the
Dormansland Diamonds (or ‘DDs’) were born!
When there was no food in the shops the DDs created a food supply chain by
using The Plough’s premises and its fruit and veg supplier, with several
residents putting up some working capital. The Old House at Home worked with
us to show us how to measure and create a sustainable supply. We created a
fruit and veg box, sold at cost but anyone buying one could make a donation to
help feed someone else in the village.
We had a phone line to ring in orders, a team of packers, a team of drivers to
get the food out to those shielding, a team of people to supervise collections.
We have turned over 1,600 boxes, raised £500 for emergency funding, and this
has been used to feed families in need.
We have been awarded grants to support our work from the East Grinstead
Lions and the Rotary, the Stone Quarry Community Fridge, and Waitrose has
given us food, proving the roar was big enough to be heard over the county line.
When we decided to set up the Dormansland emergency food bank, donations
flooded in from many amazing residents. The DDs partnered with the Old
House at Home, Potters Stores, and The Plough to receive donations, store,
pack and deliver food around the village.
When anxiety began to grow in the village, we created a knitting and crochet
club to create a lasting memory for the village and to demonstrate that whilst we
are apart, we are together. The village swapped materials, ran tutorials and
those that were too young to knit made pompoms. We created a tree jumper
and it has become the focus for many of us at this time. This stands tall and
proud next to our ‘Tommy lest we forget’ memorial.
The Dormansland Diamonds Sewing Group is a team of about 50 volunteers,
involved in collecting materials, pattern cutters and sewing, started late April,
following an urgent call for PPE for local hospitals, care homes, and other
establishments. In a matter of a couple of days, we were up and running. It’s been
a real team effort between Dormansland and Lingfield, as both villages donated
materials and started sewing excellent items, all made with love and care.
We have a team that crochet the headbands, which are so important for anyone
wearing a mask all day long. This team has literally created 100s of bands and
sewn buttons on.
We have covered a large area where vital PPE was needed, such as within the
Children’s Ward at East Surrey hospital, care homes, community home nurses,
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Young Epilepsy, Dame Vera Lynn charity, and the Horsham matters charity, as
well as local shops and voluntary groups around Dormansland and Lingfield.
We will continue to make what is needed for residents that are now able to
come out of their homes.
To date, the group has made and delivered 2,389 items, from masks,
headbands/ear savers, hospital scrubs, tops and trousers to scrub bags, aprons
and hospital gowns. When the canopy over the farm shop ripped, the
needlewomen stepped in and mended this as well!
This is only the start for the sewing group, as we will carry on making lots of
different things to help raise money for different charities. So, please keep an
eye out for new ranges.
A self-employed photographer created a record of the time in isolation as a
village, for charity. We also matched local village tradespeople with someone
who has suffered a mechanical breakdown, such as a washing machine, boilers,
plumbing, electrical items failures, with a minimum call out fee charged.
Another volunteer created a fund, and our communications team ran our
Facebook page. Those shielding have cooked and made cakes, and if they had
supermarket order slots they bought things other villagers needed. The DDs
have donated time, energy and money, showing kindness and compassion to
each other.
What’s next? Well, the roar is not going to go away anytime soon. The majority
of people who answered a Facebook poll said that their experience over the last
twelve weeks had been positive and almost the same number voted that they
would volunteer again.
When asked what had been important to them, the most voted for option was
meeting new people. New friendships have been formed and many in the
village have woken up to the amazing potential this village has.
We would love a farmers market and also a table top sale a couple of times a
month, to continue to bring us together. We also want to be better prepared,
should there be a second wave of Covid-19, or some other disaster. Our efforts
won us Claire Coutinho’s (our MP) the gold certificate for community.
Winston Churchill, perhaps our most famous resident would be proud, once
said: “I never worry about action, but only inaction.”
Shhhuushh… can you hear that… that’s the sound of a roar.
Dormansland Diamonds
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Coronavirus or not, YWI
Dormansland is still going strong
I would normally say that the YWI meets at The Parish Rooms
at 8pm, usually on the second Tuesday of the month, but at the
moment who knows!!
The meeting schedule has been suspended so the talk we had
lined about Spotting Dementia, our movie night, and annual ramble have all
been cancelled (emoji sad face!). We have, however, held a couple of Zoom
meetings for members including Bingo! and quizzes. We await further
government announcements to see what will be possible in the coming months.
Our two book groups have continued to meet via Zoom and our walking group,
the YWI Soul Sisters, has started meeting again observing allowable group
sizes and social distancing of course.
We’re very proud that two of our ladies have been key members of the
Dormansland Diamonds community care group. Ali has coordinated an effort to
provide PPE to local charities, care homes, etc. Over 2,400 lovingly hand-made
items have been distributed to date (beginning July). Lisa has coordinated
shopping for shielding families and food help where needed. Well done and
huge thanks to both these ladies!
Also, members Lynnette and Lizzie were instrumental in the yarnbombing on
the green at the end of Newhache. All fabulous work, and has helped bring our
community together at this difficult, totally unprecedented, time.
Interested in joining and taking part? If you would like any further information or
would like to come along to a meeting in the future, please Sue Alfrey, our
membership coordinator, on 07738 247960.
Anne Robinson, President, ywidormansland@outlook.com, www.ywi.org.uk
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martin@faulknersbuilders.co.uk




www.faulknersbuilders.co.uk

Call: 01342 836 718
Mob. 07775 070503
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LINGFIELD ROOFING
Est. 1970
ALL TYPES OF ROOFING AND
EXTERNAL DECORATING UNDERTAKEN
Fully Insured
Tel. 01342 835 247
Mob: 07889 845 052
Email: lingfieldroofing1@gmail.com
www.lingfieldroofing.co.uk
52 Saxbys Lane, Lingfield, Surrey, RH7 6DR
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East Grinstead Foodbank
stayed open, helping 282
children during lockdown
In late March, as we entered lockdown, the
East Grinstead Foodbank resolved to stay
open for as long as we had donated food to distribute and clients needing our
support.
Since 1st April 2020, the foodbank has helped 413 adults and 282 children, an
87% increase in demand over this time last year. So, I’d like to say a big ‘thank
you’ to all the Lingfield and Dormansland donors.
We continue to work closely with Hurst Green Children and Family Centre,
Lingfield Surgery, and Lingfield Primary School. Both Waitrose and Morrisons in
Oxted have supported us through this period with weekly donations, with
Morrisons providing between 400-800kgs weekly.
In the middle of April, we also said a brief farewell to Tony Cox, who has
managed the foodbank brilliantly for the last five years. His dedication has been
incredible, and it is thanks to him that we have such a well-supported and
effective facility. Happily, for us, Tony is now still volunteering in our warehouse,
so we have not lost him entirely!
On the 6th July we also said goodbye to our dedicated and hardworking
warehouse manager, James, who has retired also after five years with us. In
addition, we wish his two children, Sarah and Matthew, good luck in their
careers in medicine, after supporting the warehouse through the lockdown as a
family bubble. The hunt is now on for his replacement!
We are blessed with great volunteers and great local support, many of our
volunteers are over 70 years and we look forward to welcoming them back to
‘normal’ operations in the future.
We are here to provide support in a crisis and sadly we anticipate a rise in
demand when furloughs end and many businesses may be forced to close.
Stay safe everybody.
Mike Barlow, Manager
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1st Lingfield & Dormansland Scout group
readies itself for a return to scouting proper
Scouting since lockdown began has been a difficult proposition, with all face-toface activities suspended. However, there have been some digital activities with
one of our Cubs coming second in a County portrait competition!
At the end of June, we started planning for a return to scouting proper. The
Scout Association has created a framework with four levels of readiness: Red,
Amber, Yellow and Green. We have now moved from Red to Amber, which
means we can restart activities for small groups, outdoors. There are, however,
many hoops to jump through to ensure accurate risk assessments are written
and the proper authorities are obtained. Hopefully, we will be in a position to
offer some activities over the summer.
On completion of the Scout Hut Extension in 2018, we then turned our
fundraising hats to raise money to fence the scout hut to make it more secure.
With the support of funds from the Lingfield Parish Council and Dormansland
Carnival committee fund, the fencing is now in its completion phase.The older
part of the scout hut is in desperate need of a new roof and we are now looking
to fundraise for this project. We have made good start with a successful grant
award from the Gatwick Airport Community Trust (GACT). For information on
joining scouts, please see our website: www.lingfieldareascouts.org.uk.

The Lockdown

Knitting, reading, cooking, gardening,
listening to music and radio.

I got up in the morning when the
day was dawning,

Doing all the jobs that have not
been done.

Went for a walk, nobody about,
no-one to talk.

Trying to make time go quick and
make work into fun.

Listen! All the birds were waking up,
A joy to hear even a cuckoo I did hear

Most of all looking forward to when
lockdown is lifted,

About a yard away, a beautiful
fox stood, so near,

I feel lucky to do so many things, and
feel I am gifted.

I got back home and climbed
back to bed,

To see friends and family and get back
to normality,

All the joy I had was going
through my head.
During the day, letters I wrote to cheer
people up, that could not put on a coat.
Phoning people to have a chat, to find
out what they have been at.

I thank helpers and friends from the
bottom of my heart.
They have kept me going
right from the start.
Thank You, Mahala Peskett
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Watch out for COVID-19 test and trace scams
If you have been in close contact with someone who has tested positive for
coronavirus, the NHS test and trace service should contact you by text, e-mail or
phone. Contact tracers will ask for your full name and date of birth to confirm
your identity, as well as your postcode. Unfortunately, this may be an opportunity
for fraudsters to scam people, so please be aware if you are contacted.
Genuine contact tracers will never:
Ask you to dial a premium rate number to speak to them (for example, those
starting 09 or 087). Ask you to make any payment, purchase a product of any
kind or ask for bank details. Ask for any social media identities or login details.
Ask for any passwords or PINs or ask you to set up any passwords or PINs
over the phone. Disclose any of your personal or medical information to your
contacts. Provide medical advice on the treatment of potential COVID-19
symptoms. Ask you to download any software or ask you to hand over control of
your PC, smartphone or tablet to anyone else. Ask you to access any website
that does not belong to the government or NHS.
A list of things to help you identify if you've been contacted by a genuine contact
tracer is available on the NHS website www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronaviruscovid-19/testing-and-tracing/nhs-test-and-trace-if-youve-been-in-contactwith-a-person-who-has-coronavirus/.
Tandridge District Council

Hometime - flexible help
General cleaning. Laundry and ironing. Changing the bed. Assistance with
correspondence. Preparing light meals. Gardening. Walking to dog (pet insurance
required). Assistance with shopping. Home from hospital - short term service.
All home helps and gardeners are security checked
Age UK Surrey offers many free services. Information and advice, computer training,
home visiting, counselling, well being activities and benefit checks. Visit
www.ageuksurrey.org.uk. Home help always wanted.
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These boots are made for walking…
but only when it’s safe to do so
My last article was about walking and looking out for the first
signs of spring! Then, along came Covid-19, possibly the most
serious event in our lifetime since World War II, putting life, as
we knew it, on hold.
As I write today, June 30 marks 100 days since the start of Lockdown, spring
has passed and we’re now well into summer. East Surrey Walkers, along with
most other organisations, has been inactive over the past three months, in line
with guidance from the government.
The priority for us all has been to protect the health of our members and help
suppress the spread of the coronavirus.
Now, the easing of lockdown measures allows more freedom for walkers but the
advice remains the same, to limit contact with others. Some walking groups will
gradually start to walk with small groups of six but ESW has made the decision
to await further guidance from the government before we feel it is safe to restart
our group walks, which are generally far more than six in number.
It has been wonderful to see more people walking by themselves or with their
families, exploring their local area, at the same time as keeping fit and trying to
exhaust their young children! Anything we can do to improve our heart-rate
variability not only helps our heart health but also our emotional strength.
If you are one of the many who has discovered the delights and benefits of
walking over the past few months, you might want to consider making it a
permanent part of your life once ‘normality’ kicks back in, and I would urge you
to think about joining East Surrey Walkers.
We are a friendly group that enjoys talking whilst walking in the countryside,
making new friends and having pub lunches. We also enjoy various social
events throughout the year and organise holidays together, both in the UK and
abroad. Each week we offer a selection of walks for different abilities, ranging
from 3 – 12 miles. There’s bound to be one that suits you, and you are welcome
to walk with us on one or two occasions before you decide whether to join East
Surrey Walkers. We’d love to have your company.
By the time you read this, hopefully we will have a full programme of walks or, at
least, more of an idea of when it will be safe to start walking in groups. So,
please, look at our website www.eastsurreywalkers.org.uk to check what East
Surrey Walkers is offering and join us for a walk near you as soon as you can.
Pamela Cunniffe, Publicity Officer
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Supporting Fairtrade in Lingfield
and Dormansland and everywhere
Promoting Fairtrade for producers in the Developing
World and Fair Trade for Local Producers
Hello, Good Day and Welcome All! It’s wonderful that we have a printed copy of
Community News to circulate for Autumn, although hopefully summer is still
around. Lingfield is looking lovely with beautiful flowers and with flags
commemorating VE day. They raise the spirits and we thank all those who
provided them.
Whilst some of the events our Fairtrade Group would usually attend are not
possible at present, we should just like to mention that we hope to have our very
special and popular Stir Up Sunday Christmas pudding mix on Sunday 22
November in SS Peter & Paul Fairtrade Church. You know the idea, we provide
the Fairtrade ingredients from around the world for you to put together, take home
to cook and mature and enjoy for Christmas. It’s a great idea – have fun with family
and friends. Details to follow soon.
Fairtrade Lingfield & Dormansland was really lucky in March to hold our Big Brew
and Fairtrade market with international and local products. We had some new
stalls this year including great local pottery and beauty products made with honey.
It was all so successful, enjoyed and raised some much needed funds for
Traidcraft Exchange and Fairtrade Foundation UK for farmers and growers they
support. We hope to repeat the market about the same time 2021.
We hear from Fairtrade Foundation UK and Fairtrade International of the
difficulties around the world for farmers and growers, the future of farming from
non-profit organisation Sustain and others concerned with climate change and
agroforestry. See www.fairtrade.org.uk. FAIRTRADE Schools has been busy
with Home Learning Challenges to download – Did you know that 50% of the UK’s
food comes from overseas? Things in your kitchen cupboard have been on quite a
journey! The Challenge: create a crate of Fairtrade products using a cube net –
see schools@fairtrade.org.uk.
Across the globe each one of us has been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.
This crisis is a global humanitarian challenge. Now, more than ever, we must
support one another, especially the most vulnerable members of society. Fairtrade
continues to work to advocate and support small-scale farmers and workers in
developing countries, some of the most vulnerable and the least prepared for a
pandemic; farmers and workers across Latin America and the Caribbean, Africa,
Asia and the Pacific. See https://www.fairtrade.org.uk/Media-Centre/COVID19.
Please continue to support FAIRTRADE. Buy products with the FAIRTRADE Mark
locally. Thank you. Contact us by email: cjvasey@aol.com.
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A sad farewell to the Cavendish
House Trust charity shop
After almost 20 years of trading, the Cavendish House charity
shop on East Grinstead Road has been forced to close.
Due to the Covid-19 crisis it has not operated since mid-March
and thanks to stringent UK government legislation surrounding
the reopening of charity shops, the Trustees have, with great
regret, had to accept that it is no longer viable. This is a huge loss
for both the Trust and for the village community.
The shop was originally opened by Mrs Aileen Loney to support Cavendish House, a
residential home at 4, Saxbys Lane, housing young adults with learning disabilities.
Initially operated as the Monica Cantwell Trust, the name was changed to the
Cavendish House Trust at the request of Monica’s family 25 years after her tragic
death. The premises were initially shared with Shirley Robbins and her Green Room
Theatre and then East Grinstead Home Brew. In 2015, the entire premises were
acquired enabling considerable expansion.
There were no paid staff, all the shop workers were volunteers and the shop made a
significant contribution to the running of the existing home and the acquisition of a
second property at 13, Saxbys Lane.
Special thanks go to the many volunteers who have helped run the shop through the
years, and to the loyal customers who made the venture such an outstanding
success.We’ll miss you all!
Marlene Hughes, Trustee
CAVENDISH HOUSE TRUST
Cavendish House, Saxbys Lane, Lingfield, Surrey RH7 6DN
Email: cavendishhouse@btinternet.com
Telephone: 01342 833 297

Community Support
CARE for Lingfield, Crowhurst and Dormansland
If you are elderly or infirm and cannot afford other forms of help when needing
a lift to a medical appointment, shopping or essential gardening jobs done.
Ring CARE on 01342 410 086 between 9am and 2pm
Crossroads
Lunch Club
Penny Burns
Jean Morrell
01372 869 971
01342 833 079
Hearing aid cleaning and new batteries
Susan Millidge 01342 836 879
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Your Letters
Memories of Lingfield Secondary School and the Farming Course
Greetings to Lingfield Community News,
I was a pupil at Lingfield Secondary School on the Farming Course
from 1953 to 1956, and very much enjoyed my time there.
On a visit back to Lingfield, I was sad to see that the old school
was gone.
Do you know where I might see reports or pictures of the old
buildings before and after the demolition, and the dates when this
happened.
All the best,
David Pawley (now the ripe old age of eighty, and still working!)
Editors Note: We have forwarded the RH7 Group's contact to this gentleman

Please use our local services, now more than ever
Dear Community News,
We are now in the middle of July, and all (or nearly all) of the shops are open,
plus the hairdressers of course. Sadly, some in our village have gone.
For those who are managing to carry on for all of us it is a very difficult time,
and a real struggle. It’s up to us to support them as they have always been
there for us – now we must be there for them.
It’s so hard for the small businesses. Hairdressers in particular have to carry out
online training, buy masks, buy visors, hand sanitisers, etc.
Therefore, understandably, they have had to put prices up. These measures are
all to help us and them stay safe, and even more reason to support them.
I feel safe going into local shops because of the investment they have made,
and feel they are protecting me. If we don’t use our local shops and services,
we risk losing them, it’s that simple.
None of us want to go into a second lockdown, especially over the winter
months, so we must keep social distancing and wear our masks.
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On a personal level, I have been so touched and overwhelmed
with the response of our wonderful community. I have had so many
lovely people offering me help in this terrible crisis of the
coronavirus.
I was so touched when the Primary After School Club did such
lovely letters and drawings, it lifted and touched one’s heart. I can’t
thank everyone enough as I do not feel lonely with so many people
around me.
My family lives away, it puts their mind at rest knowing that I am so
well cared for.
A big thank you to all that care and think of us old ones. We got
through the war with everyone’s help, we will get through this.
Thank you all so much. Please keep safe everyone!
Kind regards
Mahala Peskett, a Lingfield resident.

The Garth
Dear Community News
We see from your online summer edition you have included my earlier email
about our open garden days at the Garth in Lingfield.
We would like to confirm that we will not be able to open our garden at the
Garth for the National Garden Scheme on 26 July or 2 August, or for Historic
Houses Association visitors on 27 July - 1 August. We are very sorry but hope
to be able to open as normal next year. We'd be grateful if you could update
your website.
Thank you
David Sherlock

Lingfield Marathon Community Bus Quiz
Dear Community news
We have re-scheduled the Quiz to Friday 23rd October 2020. Let's hope the
current situation has improved by them.
Mike
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A pandemic upside? Well, quiet and clean
trains are a commuter’s delight
It’s nice working from home. However, a few days a week, I travel to my office.
What surprised me initially, when I recently stepped back on a train a few weeks
back was how clean it was, at least when compared with what I’m used to.
Just a few months back, we had other issues to deal with, issues that now seem
pretty small. If you remember the landslip near Dormans Station, Southern were
operating a single-track system – one train up one train down, with trains going
out 30 minutes before their scheduled time.
I’m a bit of a sucker for leaving home at the last minute, and in a bit of a rush.
And, after a long walk to the station, especially during the winter months, back
in February and March, the sprint up those steps and across the bridge, to the
opposite platform, left me breathless and wanting to plonk myself on the nearest
seat.
Then came Covid-19, and I’m thinking ‘what’s next’ with the situation, the train,
and my journey to work. The first time, I boarded a Southern train when the
lockdown had kicked in, and not only was it empty but also quietly peaceful.
The seating and carpet had been (as far as I could see) steam cleaned; looking
from seat to seat I was thinking ‘well, where do I sit today?’ Taking in the
situation, I was thinking quietly that there’s no other potential infectious persons
to worry me within a good two to three metres.
I sat down with a smile and almost a sense of pride: the standard of hygiene
was high, the fold down table on the back of the seat was spotless, no coffee
stain rings, and no other person’s rubbish or crumbs on the seat. There’s me,
thinking ‘This can’t last and it’s as good as, well, First Class’.
Well, it’s week 12 of lockdown and it's ‘so far, so good’. To put you in the picture,
at the time of writing, it's the 3rd week of June, Phase One of lock down has
come and gone, there are a few more people on my morning train, a handful
more than normal.
There weren't many people using the trains. But, I still followed the usual rules
of distancing, frequent hand washing, and not touching my eyes and face.
As an aside, I didn’t take to wearing a mask on public transport, until it became
mandatory. Presently, the wearing of masks is mandatory, and checked by
station staff, and at mainline stations by police personnel.
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I did also notice recently that for the first time in months, passengers are
beginning to sprawl their feet on the seats once again, but do stick with face
mask rules!
I’m now into week 13, and there’s still less people using the trains and now
‘Schools out for Summer’, hence it's still quiet.
Times are changing, and all I can say to that is: the ‘fast food and fast lives’
trend has been bucked for now, and wearing a face mask could soon be
remembered as a passing phase – like clean trains that run on time. Stay safe
everyone.
Tracy Lamb

Advertise in
Advertising rates and sizes can be found on our website
communitynewslingfield.co.uk
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Routine
Chiropody
Nail Surgery
Verrucae
Treatment
Biomechanical,
Diabetic
&
Rheumatology
Assessments

Curtains, blinds and other soft
furnishings made to your speciﬁc
requirements.
Alteration, ﬁtting and hanging
service available.

Putting your feet ﬁrst…

For a consultation please phone
Nicola on:01342 834291
07702 474223

HCPC Registered Chiropodist/Podiatrist
Emma Victoria Westers BSc. (Hons.) MChS.

nickybeven@btopenworld.com
www.softoptions-interiors.co.uk

01342 834454 www.centre4feet.co.uk
1 Ray Lane, Blindley Heath, Lingﬁeld, Surrey RH7 6LH
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Centre 4 Feet: working to keep customers safe
Infection control has always been a top priority in all podiatry practices, and for
Centre 4 Feet this is no exception.
We follow our professional body’s advice and
guidelines at all times but now we find ourselves
in the Covid-19 world. This virus has presented
many challenges to my profession so I would
like to tell you how at Centre 4 Feet we are
working to keep you safe.
1

Prior to your appointment you will receive a
call to screen you for any Covid-19 symptoms

2

On the day of your appointment you will be
asked to wait on the driveway in your car. I
will come and get you when I am ready
(having cleaned down after the last client)

3

Before you enter the building I will take your temperature with a contactless
thermometer

4

You will be asked to wear a face covering for entering the building

5

You’re then asked to walk to the cloakroom, wash your hands and avoid
touching surfaces

6

Before entering the treatment room you will need to sign a consent form

7

Once in the treatment room a Perspex sneeze screen will be put between us

8

After your treatment you can book your next appointment and pay using the
card machine

9

Hand gel is available for you to use

10 At the end of each clinical session the treatment room, waiting room and
cloakroom are deep cleaned.
I will be wearing PPE, which consists of my normal uniform but with an apron,
FFP2 face mask and safety glasses or visor. I ask that you attend your
appointment on your own unless you need a carer or you are a parent whose
child is coming to see me.
You can find up to date information at
www.centre4feet.co.uk, on our Google page as well as
our Facebook Page, “Centre 4 Feet”. We are looking forward to welcoming you.
Emma Westers BSc Hons, MCPod, HCPC reg, podiatrist at Centre 4 Feet.
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Rustic Luxury
The Rustic look is very popular at the
moment – but what if you want to have that wow factor in a barn location?
Wonderful cascading bouquets full of beautiful Roses and orchids and some
soft flowing greenery, with the addition of diamontes and crystals, will give a
country look with that chic twist. Use these after the ceremony on the top table
and cake tables.
Tall table centres using tall glass vases, Martini vases or even candelabra rather
than the traditional rustic jam jars or jugs, with lots of wonderful large blooms
such as roses, hydrangeas, gladioli, allium and anthurrihum to give a real wow
factor! Crystal strings or crystal teardrops added to the displays add a luxurious
feel.
Table centres then set onto special table runner in a luxurious lace or satin can
be added to add texture and colour. I would add a mirror rather than a wood
slice, with tealights in frosted holders with sparkling crystals scattered on the
table and mirror.
A fairy light backdrop is a must behind the top table! I would use smart short
square mirror vases set with large roses, hydrangeas and freesias rather than a
long, low table arrangement for the top table. Adding large swags of satin
material to dress the front rather than greenery.
Fresh flower garlands or greenery decorated with fairy lights on any beams or
upright posts with the modern twist of uplighters or spotlights added around the
room. Even a glitterball to create a magical sparking light.
Chair covers with either a bold satin sash or organza sash will make unsightly
chairs look amazing.
Drapes and swags of soft voile will soften the look of bare windows and
together with the chair covers and backdrop will transform any basic barn into a
luxurious venue.
Annabel
Butterflies and Bows
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All ki
kinds
d off people
l with
w all kinds of
problems come to se
ee us for a wide
range of tailor-made
e therapies:

.
.
.

Osteopathy
Sports and Remed
dial Massage
Acupuncture

01342
83
33 h844k
www.lingfieldosteopaths.co.uk
21 Godstone Road, Lingﬁeld, RH7 6BW
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Acupuncture Healthcare at Lingfield
Osteopathic Centre: now back up and running
I’m excited to be opening the clinic
doors again for routine acupuncture
appointments as we move out of the full
Covid-19 lockdown. During lockdown I
kept myself busy working on a new
website which launched in early July,
just before I started back in the clinic on
Friday 10th July.
Things will not be exactly the same
when you come back into the clinic, but
I’ve been working hard to make sure the
experience is as safe as it can be.
You will be pre-screened by phone call
the day before your appointment, you
will need to wash your hands when you
arrive and wear a face mask, and you
will also need to pay online or by card.
I will wear a face mask at all times and there will be a gap between
appointments for cleaning the treatment room and reception areas.
For full details please read my Covid-19 secure policy on the website at
www.acupuncturehealthcare.co.uk.
This has been developed following advice from the UK’s leading self-regulatory
body, The British Acupuncture Council, which maintains the highest professional
standards of practice for acupuncture.
There has been a lot of anxiety caused by lockdown itself, and the ongoing
changes as we move into the next phases.
If you are finding it hard to cope please give me a call to find out how
acupuncture can address the physical and emotional symptoms you may be
struggling with at the moment.
I’m taking bookings now, so please call 07714 721 969 to secure your
appointment.
Sarah Casbolt
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What’s the number?
Emergency – fire, police, ambulance
Police (Surrey), non emergency
Health
• Lingfield Surgery (8:30am to 6:30pm)
• NHS (out of hours service)
• Queen Victoria Hospital
• East Surrey Hospital
• Boots Chemist, Lingfield
Utilities (Emergency numbers)
• Gas
• Waste Water (Southern)
• Water (Sutton & East Surrey)
• Electricity (UK Power Networks)
• Telephone – faults
Transport – rail, air, bus, coach
• Gatwick Airport
• Heathrow Airport
• Lingfield Marathon Minibus
• Tandridge Buses 4U
• National Express Coaches
• National Rail Enquiries
Councils
• Tandridge District Council
• Lingfield Parish Council Clerk: Fay Elwood
• Dormansland Parish Clerk: Lisa Liggins
• Surrey County Council
• Surrey County Council Highways Emergency
Schools
• Lingfield Primary School
• Dormansland Primary School
• Oxted School
• Lingfield College
Others
• Citizens Advice Bureau (Oxted)
• The Samaritans
•
•
•
•
•

Childline
Lingfield Library
Lingfield & Dormansland Community Centre
Oxted Volunteer Centre
Young Epilepsy (NCYPE)
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999 or 112
101
01342 836 327
111
01342 414 000
01737 768 511
01342 833 831
0800 111 999
0330 303 0277
01737 772 000
0800 316 3105
0800 800 151
0844 892 0322
0844 335 1801
01342 870 261
01883 732 791
08717 818 181
03457 484 950
01883 722 000
01342 835 557
01732 866 149
03456 009 009
0300 200 1003
01342 832 626
01342 832 359
01883 712 425
01342 832 407
01883 730 259
116 123 - 24 hours
01737 248 444 - Reigate
0800 1111
0300 200 1001
01342 833 893
01883 715 785
01342 832 243

CELEBRATING OVER 35 YEARS OF QUALITY BUILDS

WJ
J Martin has built a reputation for
quality spanning over 35 years.
Whether your build project is adding a
simple porch, a large extension, or is a
major renovation, your choice of builder
is the key to success.

Extensions from Design to completion
Renovations
Working with listed buildings
Wo
dings
Hard Landscaping
All General Building Works
W

F O R A L L E N Q U I R I E S P L E A S E C O N TA C T

W W W.WJ M A R T I N . C O . U K
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5
Food Standard Agency Rating
Registered Charity No 1165840

We are pleased that during these difficult times our wheels are still turning
and we are managing to deliver to around 30 clients daily.
Our 130 volunteers usually work in 2 teams of 4 or 5 each day, either
cooking or delivering our meals. In order to protect them and their families,
the committee took the difficult decision to temporarily stand them down.
Social distancing in this working environment would have been very
difficult.
Our 8 committee members have been committed to continuing this vital
service to vulnerable residents in our local parishes. This has been
possible with the help of family members, ensuring that we are only
working alone or with a household member.
We have 2 amazing cooks who are preparing fresh, nutritious meals each
day, a team of 4 deliverers and 3 others who are preparing vegetables,
cleaning the kitchen, keeping up with the admin and ordering and
collecting essential supplies.
All this is possible with the continued support from our loyal local suppliers
including :
Alan Martin Meats in Ashurst Wood.
Richard our friendly greengrocer.
Lingfield Fish & Chips who cook fresh portions each Friday for us to
deliver.
All of our clients remain well and are grateful for a friendly face and hot
meal each day. They have adapted well to our new method of delivery by
placing a box outside their door. From a safe distance we ensure that they
are safe and well.We are beginning to welcome back some of our
volunteers from mid June and thank them all for their patience, continued
support and loyalty.
If you are interested in our service in the future please contact:
Sally Knight 01342 825 748

