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The next edition of Community News is the Autumn publication.
The deadline for submissions is 6th July 2018

Please send submissions to the email or postal address above. 
Community News is a non-profit making free newspaper published four times each
year. The views expressed are not necessarily those of the editorial team.
Donations, although always welcome, do not guarantee publication of material
submitted by the donor. Please note that all material sent is forwarded at the
contributor’s own risk. Whilst every care is taken with material, Community News
cannot be held responsible for any loss or damage incurred. The editors reserve
the right to edit material (reduce the length of an article) and rewrite or otherwise
modify it if they deem it necessary. Material is reformatted to suit our house style. 

This issue of Community News has been printed by: Eden River Press Ltd
01883 712 099 www.edenriverpress.co.uk
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Forest School 

 

Welcoming children aged 2 upwards from September 2018 

   www.lingfieldcollege.co.uk            01342 838153 

NURSERY   PREP   SENIOR   SIXTH FORM 

WHOLE SCHOOL OPEN DAY 
SATURDAY 29 SEPTEMBER 2018 

50 weeks of day care from September 2018 
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Construction 

01342 459936 
enquiries@lingsteadconstruction.co.uk 

www.lingsteadconstruction.co.uk 
I would like to introduce myself as a local building contractor, living 

in Dormansland. 
I have many years of experience in the building trade and have 

worked on projects throughout the South-East of England, 
I am now focusing on carrying out house extensions, conversions 

and alterations in the local area. 
I am up to date with the latest construction products and 

techniques. I work with a varied team of trades. 
I offer an economical high quality service with attention to detail. 

I would be happy to have an informal chat about your home  
improvements and provide a fully itemised quotation  

Home Extensions, Loft & Garage Conversions. 
General Building & Maintenance. 

Kitchen Alterations and installation. 
Driveway construction. Roofing & Flat roofing 

Plumbing & Electrical installations 
106 West Street, Dormansland, Surrey, RH7 6QT 
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Lingfest tickets going fast!
Tickets are being snapped up for Lingfest,
Lingfield’s summer party in the park on
Saturday 14th July.
Lingfest Chairman John Cole advised local people
not to delay in getting their tickets for what promises, once again, to be a major
summer highlight for local residents and their families. “You can get your tickets
by going to the Lingfest website www.lingfest.uk. Children’s tickets are still free,
with adults paying just £5 per ticket with an 80p booking fee per order. If they
choose, OAPs and registered disabled can visit the Community Centre in the
village to request a free concessionary pass. We are issuing tickets so that we
can maintain control of the event in terms of numbers – which means greater
security for everyone attending, something we received lots of positive comments
about last year. Don’t miss this fantastic opportunity to have a great day out!”

Lingfest will offer a day of family fun with six local bands due to perform on the
main stage at the event in Jenners Field, with a new ‘Meridian Indroduces’ stage
for up-and-coming local talent. There will be stalls selling food and drink and lots
of free entertainment for children. Gates open at 12 noon, with the event starting
at 1pm and finishing at 10.30pm.

“The range of music will be fantastic – there will be something for everyone. And
Mums and Dads should take note that from 1pm-6pm there will be lots of children’s
activities taking place including a Teddy Bear’s picnic, crafting, a dance activity,
and more, all run by generous local businesses. You can bring your own picnic or
buy food and drink on site – treats include a hog roast and barbeque, a pizza van,
tea and beer tents, and much much more.”

Visitors to Jenners Field on the day will be asked to access the site from Saxby’s
Lane, with the Scout Hut as a car drop off point. Disabled visitors will be able to
access the site from Vicarage Road. Our website and social media, plus local
news outlets, will have all the latest information about how to enjoy your day. Don’t
delay, book your tickets now!

Join the Lingfest Volunteer Crew
Lingfest wouldn’t have been the success it was without the amazing volunteers
who helped last year. We need you, so will you join the volunteer crew for 2018?
Complimentary Lingfest Crew t-shirt and pass included! Contact us now.

For the latest news, tickets and more info visit the official website www.lingfest.uk
Contact us on info@lingfest.uk or Fay Elwood at
parishclerk@lingfieldpc.fsnet.co.uk
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!
Do you have a room that 
needs a re-think? 
Does your home need a 
makeover? 

Whether you just need a little 
friendly advice on how to pull 
a colour scheme together or 
assistance with major 
renovations and structural 
changes Southover Design can 
help.  

Call Jayne Webb on 01342 
833600 for a free consultation 
or visit www.southover.net 

Lingfield Community Library 
The Guest House, Vicarage Road

www.surreycommunity.info/lingfieldcommunitylibrary
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 2-5pm

Thursday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-4pm
Free membership includes WiFi and 

computer access 

Programme of events and features:
Rhyme Time for Tinies, 11-11.30am Thursday
Story Time for 4 -7s, 3.30-4pm Thursday

Summer Events for Children
Come and grow sunflowers – will yours be the

tallest? 
Summer Reading Scheme launch, 4th July 2-4pm

Activities and Sign Up for the challenge
Come into the library to find out more 

or check our website. 
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Crowhurst Fishing Club
We have a beautiful lake in the

heart of Crowhurst and are looking
for new members to join us. 

crowhurstfishingclub@hotmail.co.uk
Contact: Charlie Adams 

07881 441 234
www.facebook.com/crowhurstfishingclub.cross

C             
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Editorial 
Hello again friends, and welcome to this, our Summer 2018 edition of Community
News, bringing you the local news and information you need and want. 

It’s a pleasure to have my office window open and some (thankfully tepid) fresh
air blowing in, after several ‘Beasts from the East’ paid us all a visit in March. 

My garden’s flora and fauna had a mixed response to the cold weather – lots of
flowering plants sadly didn’t make it (looks like that second cold snap really took
its toll), but the squirrels, rats and field mice seem to be thriving! Swings and
roundabouts, I suppose. 

So, who else is looking forward to some proper sun, longer evenings, and building
up a lovely (albeit probably short-lived) tan? Surely it can’t be long now, especially
as I managed an hour of vitamin D absorption last week. Maybe I’ll manage two
hours next week?

Lingfest Is Coming! 
After such a storming success with Lingfest 2017, planning is continuing for this
year’s event on Saturday 14th July. Bands have been booked for the main stage
and auditions for the new ‘Meridian Introduces’ second stage are ongoing. 

Local businesses and organisations are once again supporting Lingfest, either by
generously providing the kids’ area entertainment and sponsoring, or by supplying
services from food and drink traders to security... even the loos! 

I hear tickets are going fast, so don’t miss the chance to enjoy our local community
event, organised by a volunteer team of local residents and Lingfield Parish
Council. 

Or why not join the Lingfest Volunteer Crew – I know they need people to help
with a variety of roles, before, during or after the event, and I thoroughly enjoyed
being part of the crew last year (see page five for more information).

Tesco Express Store Opening
The renovation of the Old Cage continues, with the outer façade now looking clean
and fresh, although with no Tesco livery in sight, yet. Parking for the new mini
supermarket remains a concern however, especially given the parking issues
regularly encountered outside the Co-op (parking on double yellow lines, for
example). 

There is a small off-road parking area attached to the premises, which looks to
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have been resurfaced. There will be some parking spaces available, but its main
use, however, is likely to be as a delivery area, with trucks arriving (we’ve been
informed) at “sensible times” to minimise traffic disruption in the village. Let’s hope
so. 

Let’s also hope that this latest change of use for the location lasts a little longer
than the previous incarnations – pram shop, hardware store, and pub (anybody
know of any others? Please write in and let us know). But I think we can all count
our blessings that at least the wonderful village location is being put to good use. 

Thank You Advertisers
We’d like to take a moment to thank all our advertisers for their support. We
couldn’t keep going without your help and – let’s be honest – money. Our
production team give their services for free, as do our small army of loyal
distributors, but our printing costs still need to be met. 

We really couldn’t do it without you guys, so once again thank you, and it’s
probably fair to say that without your support CN wouldn’t still be going after all
these years. 

No CCTV 
It doesn’t look like Lingfield will be getting any CCTV camera, in the near future
anyway. Despite the fact that we now know there is a slight majority in favour of
installing cameras, the local council has decided not to proceed, mainly due to
cost issues. Yes, they are expensive to install and maintain, but this decision
seems a little dismissive. 

Station Access
We still have no information regarding the installation of a lift at Lingfield Station.
The old crossing location (at the south end of the station) is still closed, and
opposition in the village to the installation to a giant, metal footbridge seems as
strong as ever. With Network Rail seemingly opposed to the installation of lifts, we
have a feeling it will take an intervention from central government to resolve this
matter. 

The problem is not confined to Lingfield, with the Disability Access Group planning
a protest at East Grinstead station over access to and from the station’s Platform 1.
Please see our letters page for more information.

Potholes
Once again, we’ve seen potholes appearing on our roads, a consequence, at least
in part, of the recent cold snaps (water seeping into cracks in the road, freezing
overnight, and cracking the road surface). Any car journey from Lingfield to
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Copthorne, for example, now involves quite a few careful manoeuvres, if a call
from the AA is to be avoided. 

Please let us know your experiences of these concave menaces. We’d really like
to know if you the villagers find potholes a real annoyance; or, are they just an
inconvenience. Or just something that we need to put up with. 

Summer Fete
The annual St. Peter and St. Pauls Old Town Church Fete is being held on
Saturday, June 16th, from 11am to 3pm, with the theme this year being a “Disney
Day”. Make sure you come along and enjoy the games, raffles, music, and fun
activities for the children, including “Best dressed Disney Character.” 

End of Volunteer Bureau
We are sorry to hear that from April 30th 2018, the Lingfield & Dormansland
Volunteer Centre, located in the Lingfield and Dormansland Community Centre,
will be closing.  

Sadly, the changes in service will mean see the departure of the Volunteer Centre
Manager, Karil Greenhalgh, after many years of commitment and passion for the
service. Thank you for your service!

Join the Gang
Fancy yourself as a bit of a writer? Want to come and join the CN team and help
put together this wonderful little publication? Anything about developments within
the local area make you angry or happy? Please put pen to paper and tell us about
it, as we’re always happy to receive contributions of any sort.

We’d also like to ask if anybody out there would like to help us with CN’s
distribution and delivery? We could certainly use some more deliverers, so if you
could spare a few hours every 12 weeks or so, please get in touch. 

So, that just leaves us, the CN team, to say once again a Great Big Thank You to
you, our readers, advertisers, contributors, deliverers, friends, and associates. We
couldn’t (and probably wouldn’t) do it without you. 

So, have a great summer everyone. See you in the autumn! 

The Community News Team
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A fantastic May Day out at the
Blindley Heath Heavy Horse and
Country Show
This early May Bank Holiday weekend, why not take the family to
watch heavy horses perform traditional workhorse skills at the Blindley Heath
Heavy Horse and Country Show at the East Bysshe Showground. This massive
event will feature the largest collection of heavy horses in Southern England.

For the first time this includes a demonstration by the last working herd of Shire
horses in London with volunteers from Operation Centaur, based in London’s
Royal Parks and Historic Royal Palaces to promote the horse as a contemporary
working animal, teaching heritage skills in conservation, agriculture and
transportation to young people. 

The showground also hosts falconry displays, vintage tractors, historic military
vehicles and classic cars, regional goodies at the “Keep it Local” craft marquee
and Food Hall, and a traditional fairground. Back by popular demand are those
magical Meerkats and other exotic animals to meet and photograph, and on
Sunday there will be miniature horses. Other new attractions include daily main
ring displays of sheepdogs from Freddie’s Farm rounding up a flock of ducks –
and they don’t always behave as well as sheep.

Learn about coppicing with demonstrations of old country crafts. Walkabout
entertainment includes juggling, spinning plates and a Circus Workshop with
Juggling Jim. Also on Bank Holiday Monday there will be the very popular Dog
Show with Agility demonstrations, the Terrier Show, Terrier Racing and also “Have
a Go” Agility competitions so bring your dog to join in the fun. Each day ends with
a spectacular Grand Parade of Heavy and Shire Horses.

“After the huge success of our newly-expanded event last year, we know that this
year’s show is going to offer all generations something a bit different for the Bank
Holiday – a chance to see rural traditions, countryside activities and a wide variety
of animals close-up,” said Paul Bower, chairman of SESHA. 

The 2018 Show is on Sunday, 6th May, and Bank Holiday Monday, 7th May at
East Bysshe Showground on the A22 between Blindley Heath and Newchapel,
RH7 6LF. The charity is keen to educate and interest the next generation about
Shires and Heavy Horses and therefore offers free entry to all children under 16. 

Gates open 8.30am with plenty of free parking. Tickets £10 for adults on the gate
or £8 in advance, details at www.sesha.org.uk. For further info contact secretary
Jackie Shearman on 01737 645 857 or email sesha@edenbridge-show.co.uk. 
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Going ‘Around the World’ at July’s
Dormansland Carnival 
Dormansland Carnival – on Saturday, 7th July, from 2pm on the recreation ground
– is the place to be, and this year’s theme is ‘Around the World’. This will be
reflected in the parade of floats through the village.

We have entertainment for all ages: new to this year are the Soap Box Challenge,
Jimmy the Juggler, and the Evolution Dance Academy. 

We also have the popular dog show, beer tent, open mic sessions, silent auction,
rides, WI tent, stalls, Punch and Judy, Tug of War, and a variety of food stalls. 

On the music stage we have The Swinghearts, a close harmony swing trio inspired
by the music from the 1940s and 50s. Taking you into the evening, back by popular
demand are The Radiators, bringing your favourite sounds of the sixties. 

In the weeks leading up to the carnival come and see the many scarecrows dotted
around the village for the annual best scarecrow competition. For further
information please contact us at info@dormanslandcarnival.org. 

Summer fun at Lingfield Flower Club
What do you like to make with all the beautiful flowers and foliage
appearing now? Whether you find it in your own patch, in local
flower shops, or even the supermarket, we learn how to decorate
with flowers for every occasion – a kitchen table posy, a floral gift,
even ideas for a wedding! Come along to a demonstration or hands-on workshop
for plenty of floral inspiration for flower lovers and crafters of all ages.

3rd May: In-house Workshop ‘Make a Lonely Bouquet’ for Lonely Bouquet Day 
21st May: Floral design demonstration ‘Summer Sensations’ with Alison Gallant
26th Jun: Members’ Workshop ‘Imposed’ – learn a new skill!
23rd Jul: Floral design demonstration ‘Experimental’ with Graham King
Members enjoy free floral demonstrations and free or subsidised workshops
and trips. If you’re a non-member, you’re always welcome to join in with
everything too, starting from just £5 for floral design demonstrations.

E: info@LingfieldFlowerClub.com T: Karil 01342 832 038
www.facebook.com/LingfieldFlowerClub
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LINGFIELD ROOFING
EEsstt.. 11997700

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING AND 
EXTERNAL DECORATING UNDERTAKEN

Fully Insured

Tel. 0011334422 883355 224477
Mob: 0077888899 884455 005522

Email: ll iinnggff iieellddrrooooffiinngg11@@ggmmaaii ll ..ccoomm
wwwwww..ll iinnggff iieellddrrooooffiinngg..ccoo..uukk

52 Saxbys Lane, Lingfield, Surrey, RH7 6DR

            

Professional Painting & Decorating Service
Established in Lingfield since 2000

Covering all aspects of interior and exterior decoration, the quality of the
finish achieved by a professional service shows, and it lasts.
�   detailed quotation with no hidden extras
�    honest, reliable and experienced local decorator
�    from one room to a whole house
�    references available, full public liability insurance

Contact me now for a free quotation

T: 01342 870 373 M: 07881 405 478
E: tim.whitehouse58@gmail.com
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HomeFix
We provide a friendly, reliable service to take care

of all your property needs
• Kitchens • Decorating
• Bathrooms • General maintenance & repairs
• Structural alterations • Decking & landscaping
• Carpentry • Small jobs welcome

FREE QUOTES

01342 833 976
07985 962 785
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The philanthropic ‘Plough’ digs deep and
does good in Dormansland 
The Plough Inn in Dormansland has gone above and beyond as a shining beacon
of local business philanthropy. Jo Sweeting and her team really know how to ‘do
charity’ and certainly understand the vital and valuable link between local business
and charitable giving, as well as the art of getting people to put their hands in their
pockets and give generously. 

How perfectly befitting for a pub that prides itself on community spirit and customer
relationship to support Dormansland charity, Viewpoint Centre CIO, whose
mission is to reduce social exclusion within the community through innovative,
horse-powered courses for vulnerable young people to help them make sense of
relationships and other essential life skills. 

Proceeds from an annual charity event in September and a quiz night in January
hosted by The Plough have generated enough money for Viewpoint Centre to put
2-3 young people through its programme. 

Viewpoint Centre’s innovative and well-
evidenced behavioral change
programme ‘The ReStart’ uses specially
Parelli Natural Horsemanship (PNH)
trained horses to help ‘hard to reach’
people, who are disengaged from or not
progressing with conventional talk-based
provision options. 

They use a highly motivating and action-
based one-to-one approach, which teaches, rehearses, and repeats key emotional
and thinking skills in an intensive, challenging and fun way as each participant
learns to work in partnership with their horse, supported by one of the team of
THC trained facilitators. 

Viewpoint Centre is currently seeking funding for its ReStart project, which is
aimed at young people aged 8-24. Participants come to the centre via professional
referral and may be living in very difficult situations and struggling with multiple
issues such as anxiety, depression, eating disorders, self-harm and school
exclusion or they might be victims of domestic abuse, crime, substance abuse
and neglect, in or leaving care, young offenders and NEET. 

For more information on potential referrals, personal donations, business
sponsorship or fundraising, please contact E: info@viewpointcentre.org, 
T: 0300 772 9692  www.viewpointcentre.org.
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Remembering Crowhurstlands Farm Dairy
Land owner Dave Pearce shares his memories on some local history
My family owned and ran the milk processing and delivery rounds (eventually built
to nine rounds by myself) between 1953 and 1965, at which point the business
was sold to Mrs Molly Sale of Woodgates Dairy.

My family had previously run a farm
dairy at Wilderwick, as did my wife’s
family at a different location, and
they were both operational and
ongoing both before and during
WW2.

In 1948, my father had the original
dairy building erected (near the
road), and the construction
continued until he retired in 1952/3
and I re-named the location
Crowhurstlands Farm Dairy.

I was joined by my eldest brother, Roger, in 1954 when pasteurisation was
becoming a necessity. We continued working together, with Roger carrying out all
plant operation and replacement as required, whilst I was busy building up the
delivery side between 1954 and 1964. By the end of that period, we were
operating nine big rounds, on a 7-day delivery schedule, including every house in
Dormansland and Lingfield (plus schools and some wholesale) and we had taken
over several smaller businesses. 

In 1964 we faced the need for further expansion of the site, but we chose another
option – selling to Mrs Sale, which we did in October 1964.  Sadly, she suffered
the decline in doorstep deliveries due to the rise of supermarkets, and staff
aversion to weekend work. From around 1994 onwards, it closed as a functioning
dairy, and was used by successive owners as a storage for unused plant
machinery and unwanted vehicles. The lease expired in 2002 and we regained
control of our site. 

NOTE: This article was passed to us by local resident Richard Evans, who took
a temporary job at the dairy for two years, following a redundancy. He remained
in contact with the owner of the land on which the dairy stood, Dave Pearce,
and Dave supplied the piece above for this issue. 

Richard took a picture of the montage of dairy images (reprinted above), which
can be found in the Old House at Home public house, Dormansland.



18

Dormansland volunteers gear
up for this year’s Christian Aid
collection
Christian Aid Week takes place this year from 13th to
19th May. I’m grateful to our 30-strong group of
volunteer collectors who will be delivering the familiar
red envelopes to every home in the village. Please give them a kind reception and
consider contributing to this worthwhile cause.

Recent reports about the unacceptable behaviour of some aid officials working
overseas has shone a spotlight on the importance of charities maintaining the
high ethical standards of their mission, despite the challenging nature of the work
and the challenging circumstances in which they operate. 

Among international charities, Christian Aid has long been a beacon of propriety
and good practice, carrying through its aim to help the world’s poorest people. 

Following recent publicity relating to other charities, the organisation has issued
the following statement: “We are saddened by the accounts of deplorable
behaviour by a group of individuals who have abused their power in relation to
vulnerable people in Haiti. We must not let the actions of a few individuals stop us
from providing vital support and help to those most in need. We must continue to
stand by vulnerable people. We are committed to living out our values of respect
and dignity for all.” 

Christian Aid is a response to Jesus’ challenge to us to love our neighbour. It is
based on the view that he meant our global neighbour, too. Money raised will be
used to effect long-term positive change, rather than applying short-term sticking
plasters. For every pound raised, 86p goes directly to help those in need. Another
13p goes back into fundraising, so we can raise the next pound. The last penny
pays for the charity’s overheads. Dormansland residents last year gave a total of
£2,379.29. In this 72nd year, it would be wonderful to beat this.

Can you help? There are a few gaps in our coverage of the village that need filling.
If you have a couple of hours to spare and would like to help, please contact me
on 01342 312 215, or email a.bailey316@btinternet.com. Thank you. 

Andrew Bailey, Dormansland Christian Aid Co-ordinator

CN editor’s note: Volunteers from churches all over the UK have collected
house to house during Christian Aid Week since it began 60 years ago. So, look
out for your envelope, wherever you are in the CN area.
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Eden Valley Museum acquires rare hoard of 10
gold Iron Age coins 
A rare hoard of 10 gold coins – dating from the Late Iron Age, or about the time of
Caesar’s invasions of Britain and recently discovered in Chiddingstone – has been
acquired by Edenbridge’s Eden Valley Museum.

Claire Donithorn, resident archaeologist at the museum said: “These will be our
first significant Iron Age exhibits. They date from precisely the time when Britain
emerged from Prehistoric to Historic Times. Our aim now is to keep the hoard
together and to ensure that it stays in the Valley for us and for future generations.”

Experts in the British Museum examined the coins and identified them. The Eden
Valley Museum was then offered the chance to buy them and leapt at the
opportunity. “These coins are an important part of the history of the Eden Valley,”
added Donithorn. “They show that the Valley was connected to great events in
European History – the Gallic Wars. Whoever buried them may have been
involved in those wars and was probably living here in the Valley.” 

The coins were manufactured in the region of Amiens in Northern France and are
thought to be of a type struck by the local tribes to finance their resistance to the
invading Romans. 

At this time both South East England and France were occupied by Celtic tribes
who were closely connected by trade and family alliances. Celts from England
fought with the Celts in France, and it’s likely that the coins found their way back
to Kent as the pay or booty of soldiers. Then, for reasons we can only guess at,
they were buried and remained in the ground for over two thousand years until a
metal detectorist discovered them. 

The Museum is launching a fund-raising campaign to raise money to cover the
costs of the purchase of the coins and of setting up a new display area in which
to house them, with the target being £13,000. The museum has secured grant
funding of £11,315 from South East Museums Development Programme, Arts
Council England/V&A Museum Purchase Grant Fund, and the Headley Trust
towards the costs of this project. 

To encourage local support for this campaign, badges at £1 each will be available
together with the opportunity to help finance the project through cash and online
donations. There will also be a programme of talks and events taking place in
2018.

Paul Byrne, House Manager, 
T: 01732 864 653 E: curator@evmt.org.uk
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Curtains, blinds and other soft
furnishings made to your specific

requirements.
Alteration, fitting and hanging 

service available.

For a consultation please phone 
Nicola on:-

01342 834291
07702 474223

nickybeven@btopenworld.com
www.softoptions-interiors.co.uk

            

Foot Health Practice
Member of British Association
of Foot Health Professionals
Step by Step provides a highly professional

foot care service, which is fully mobile,
attending to all your foot care needs within

the comfort of your own home.
For an appointment or more 

information telephone:

℡℡ 07786 038 149 
Michelle Hogan MCFHP

            

01732 866544
Unit 6, Gardiner Business Park, Little 
Browns Lane, Edenbridge - Kent  TN8 6LH

www.daysgarage.co.uk

Your local one stop car repairers  

MOT’swhile 
you 

wait!

Services & Repairs (all makes)

Delivery & collection Locally

Body work/ Car sales

Tyres and batteries fitted free

✓
✓
✓
✓

©SED

01883 742822
Ivy Park, Ivy Mill Lane, Godstone RH9 8NE

01883 730058
17 Hurst Green Road, Oxsted RH8 9BS
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LINGFIELD PLUMBING
PLUMBING PROBLEM?

Call an expert for a 
no obligation Quotation

30 years experience in Domestic
and Commercial plumbing 

and heating
City and Guild Qualified

Insured
For a professional and 
courteous service

contact
Lingfield Plumbing

Tel: 01342 833 280
07711 434 569

lingfieldplumbing@gmail.com

John Timmins
Electrical Services

Whatever your 
electrical requirement...

We can Help!

Reliable & Professional
Fully Insured - Fully Guaranteed

M: 07944 927 312
E: johntimmins14@gmail.com

• Full & Part Rewires         • PAT Testing
• Fuse Board Change       • Fault Finding
• New Builds/Extensions • Emergency Call Out
• Extra Lighting Sockets  • Free Quotation

H20 Plumbing
General Plumbing Service

Alterations
& Bathroom Installations

No job too small

City & Guild Trained

Call Richard on

Tel: 01883 712 523

Mob: 07876 450 420

Established 1993

The pest control service for
KENT, SURREY AND SUSSEX
“Solutions for all your pest problems”

PHONE 01342 835128
FAX 01342 835375

www.3countiespestcontrol.com

Contractors to Kent, Surrey & West Sussex County Councils

3 Counties Pest Control, Kromdraai House
Talbot Road, Lingfield, RH7 6AD
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Down on the Allotment: Good Friday a good
day for potato planting 
As I write this, today is Good Friday, which for years has also been known to me
as ‘Potato Planting Day’. While I’m not sure the Church of England (or any other
denomination) would approve of me piggy-backing such an important day in the
Christian calendar, it does serve as a timely reminder for me to take the potato
tubers from their position on the porch windowsill and get them in the ground.
They have been chitting (gently encouraging the seed potatoes to sprout before
planting) in a light, frost-free place and the shoots are now firm and green, ready
for planting. Weather permitting, I’ll be digging long trenches and planting the

tubers around 15 inches apart.
I usually grow eight rows of potatoes, including first earlies (‘new potatoes’),
second earlies (big new potatoes) and maincrop (big potatoes for storing).
As this year I’ve moved to a slightly smaller allotment plot I will have to
make do with three rows of First and Second Earlies.
I don’t mind so much as, to me, there’s not much difference in the flavour
of home-grown maincrop potatoes shop bought.
By this time, I’d usually be looking to get the first sowings in the ground.

            

ESTABLISHED OVER 150 YEARS

HEAD & SOUTHON
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL BUILDING CONTRACTORS

ALL TYPES OF BUILDING WORK
GENERAL MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS

DECORATING PLUMBING
SMALL JOBS VERY WELCOME

18 EAST GRINSTEAD ROAD, LINGFIELD, SURREY, RH7 6EP

TELEPHONE: 01342 833833 EMAIL headandsouthon@supanet.com
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Beetroots and carrots would be planted once the soil was warm enough to sit on
‘au naturel’.  The weather this year has been such that trying out this age-old
gardening lore would certainly have resulted in frostbite… and not to the fingers!
Everything is very much on hold until the sun starts to warm us all up. 
In fact, the greenhouse is full to bursting with tomatoes and chillies, and plants
destined for the garden. There is a perpetual ballet of moving pots and trays in a
quest to find space. 
A situation set to worsen as we approach the time to sow
sweet corn, French and runner beans, cucumbers and
courgettes – all to be planted out in the allotment as soon
as the risk of frost has passed.
I’m hoping April will be safe to start my outdoor sowing.
Lettuces, brassicas, carrots, leeks, onions will all be sown in drills. Nothing will
happen for a couple of weeks of course, and then suddenly “whoosh!”, everywhere
a sea of green shoots. By looking closely at the drills, you may be able to
determine a line of your future crop interspersed with the weed seedlings. 
The weed seeds that lie dormant in the soil are also awakened by the same warm
soil that we allotmenteers have also been waiting for. To try and combat this, I
have covered the soil with fleece to warm it up and to try and trick the weed seeds
into germinating now. I’ll then be hoeing off these evil weed seedlings before
sowing my own crops in this ‘Stale Seedbed’.
Ideally after hoeing we would allow the next crop of weed seeds to germinate and
then hoe off again, but this year that luxury would make it too late in the season
to sow anything!
There is no doubt that the next three months are set to be the busiest. I’ll be
preparing the soil, sowing all manner of tender crops in the greenhouse ready for
planting out at the end of May and sowing outdoor crops – all while keeping on
top of the spring “whoosh!”. 
And I’m mindful that, all through this time, we might have sun, rain, frost or snow
– at any time and in any combination. Fingers crossed, come June I’ll be proudly
looking out on my crop of tomatoes, beans, sweetcorn and strawberries, and all
basking in the summer sun.  
The greenhouses will be empty, and I’ll be walking along the weed-free rows, trug
in hand, picking produce for dinner. Maybe it’s a good thing allotments are as
much about the journey as they are the destination!
Adrian Colombini, March 2018
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Local news
round up 
New date confirmed for
A-Z of Musical Theatre,
St John’s, Dormansland 
The A-Z of Musical Theatre
concert at St. John’s
Church, Dormansland, un-
fortunately had to be post-
poned in March due to the
bad weather. A new date
has now been confirmed
for Sunday, 3rd June, start-
ing at 6.30pm at St John’s.
Tickets are still valid, but
those unable to make the
new date can receive a re-
fund, unless they would
like to contribute to the
church’s new audio-visual
system, which is the fund-
raising purpose behind the
event.
The concert has been or-
ganised by St John’s mem-
bers Sam Hiller (resident
director Les Miserables)
and wife Naomi Hiller
(Phantom of the Opera).
It will feature a cast of West
End performers who will
present a feast of show-
stoppers from these and
other hit shows, in a
sparkling light-hearted tour
through the history, high-
lights and more off-beat mo-
ments of Musical Theatre. 
The event was sold out for
the original date, but there

may be returns for the new
date available. Tickets cost
£15. To check availability,
or to request a refund,
please call Wendy Rose
01342 870 681, or Myra
Keats on 01342 835 820.

Dormansland Mother &
Toddler Group, all are
welcome
The Dormansland Mother
and Toddler Playgroup
runs every Wednesday
(during term time) from
9.15am to 11.15am, at The
Green Hut (The Parish
Room, The Platt,
Dormansland). 
All welcome, from bumps
and babies, tired mums,
shattered grannies, tod-
dlers and pre-schoolers.
It’s £2.00 per child (addi-
tional 50p per extra child). 
Established over 40 years
ago, and there’s no need
to book. A hot cuppa, slice
of cake and warm wel-
come guaranteed.
Why let your children cre-
ate havoc in your own
house when they can come
and make a mess, paint,
chase bubbles, eat Play
Doh, fight over the ride-
ons and play with us! See
our website at www.dor-
manslandmotherandtod-
dler.co.uk for more details
or contact Sarah Lloyd on
07801 234 369. 

New booking and
advice line for
community transport
A new community transport
booking and advice service
has been launched by East
Surrey Rural Transport
Partnership (ESRTP). A
single number (01883 732
937) for residents who
need community transport
services in the Tandridge
district will be open every
weekday from 8.30am to
5pm to provide advice on
the most appropriate form
of transport available. 
Staff will be able to directly
book residents on the ser-
vices currently managed
by the ESRTP or signpost
residents to alternative
providers if appropriate. 
“Community transport is an
invaluable service for many
residents who would oth-
erwise not be able to easily
travel around the area,”
said Councillor Nick Childs,
Chairman of the
Community Services
Committee. “It’s great there
is now a single booking
and advice line which will
make it easier for residents
to access the excellent ser-
vices offered across the
district.”
The ESRTP runs the fol-
lowing services: North
Tandridge Voluntary Car
Scheme (formally called
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Caterham Car Scheme);
Dial a ride service in the
north of the district above
the A25; Transport to the
Douglas Brunton Centre;
Tandridge Buses 4U de-
mand responsive bus ser-
vice; Taxi scheme (formally
called Taxi voucher scheme).
Residents can also visit
www.tandridgecommunity-
transport.org for more infor-
mation. 

Red squirrel wins BWC
Photo of the Year Award

East Grinstead resident,
Paul Stuart, has been an-
nounced as the overall win-
ner of the British Wildlife
Centre’s ‘Photo of the
Month 2017’, for his beau-
tiful red squirrel shot, as
can be seen above. 
“Paul has framed this su-
perbly with the vertical

branch travelling bottom
left to top right. While con-
ventional rules say it ought
to be the other way, this
approach draws the view-
er’s attention up along the
branch and to the squirrel,
and especially its face and
amazing ear tufts which
are perfectly sharp,” said
world-renown wildlife pho-
tographer Bob Brind-Surch,
who selected from the
twelve 2017 photos. 
“I joined East Grinstead
Camera Club to further my
hobby, which in turn
brought the British Wildlife
Centre to my attention,”
said Paul. “So, on my first
visit I captured this cheeky
pose of a red squirrel in a
tree.

Lingfield restaurants
carry on trading,
despite illegal workers
arrests
Lingfield restaurants
Tarana, Thai Lounge and
Bengal Village will not have
their licences altered for
employing illegal workers,
according to a recent local
media report. 
They were found to have
employed a small number
of illegal workers. Six men
were arrested in June last
year, and were found to
have overstayed their visas.
Bengal Village was found
to have employed three

non-eligible workers,
Tarana had two and Thai
Lounge had one.

Congratulations to all
Tandridge Together
Lottery winners 
Congratulations to all re-
cent local lottery winners,
with 50 lucky people
scooping £625 worth of
prizes in the first Tandridge
Together Lottery draw and
raising £1,390.80 for 85
good causes in the
Tandridge district.
The top prizes went to
Christopher Cumming of
Caterham, who won £250
worth of Amazon vouchers,
and Ruth Schroeder of
Caterham, who won £250.

Supporting the Armed
Forces Community in
East Surrey
Voluntary groups, busi-
nesses and local organi-
sations came together to
support the East Surrey
Armed Forces Community
Covenant event on 14th
March at Reigate and
Banstead Borough Council. 
The event provided an op-
portunity to discuss work
being carried out locally
and develop networks to
embed the aims of the
Armed Forces Covenant. 
“This was a fantastic event
bringing together many lo-
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cal partners and organisa-
tions in support of the
Armed Forces Community.
We are proud to support
them with their excellent
work in the community,”
said Kathy O’Leary,
Strategic Director of
Resources at Tandridge
District Council. 

East Grinstead
foodbank continues to
support local need
This foodbank continues
to support those locally in
need in East Grinstead and
surrounding villages, in-
cluding Lingfield &
Dormansland.
If you, or someone you
know, face a crisis and
cannot afford to buy food,
foodbank vouchers are
available from Lingfield
Surgery, Lingfield Primary
School, St Piers SureStart,
Oxted & East Grinstead
Citizens Advice, St Peter
& St Paul Parish Church,
Tandridge District Council

(Housing Department),
Parashoot/Raven Housing
trust, and Clarion Housing
(formerly known as Affinity
Sutton).
Details of other voucher
holders can be found on
our website at www.east-
grinstead.foodbank.org.uk
or you can contact our
foodbank Manager on
07983 209 940. 
If you wish to donate food,
details of what we are cur-
rently seeking for our users
can be found on our web-
site, https://eastgrin-
stead.foodbank.org.uk/gi
ve-help/donate-food. 

Surrey councils join
together to tackle child
sexual exploitation
Surrey councils are high-
lighting the work they are
doing to protect and iden-
tify children or vulnerable
adults at risk in the county.
Several Surrey councils
are working towards set-
ting up a new policy which
will require taxi and private
hire drivers to complete
Child Sexual Exploitation
(CSE) and safeguarding
awareness training. 
Existing licensed drivers
will have a total of 12
months to complete the
training and new applicants
will be required to complete
it before being granted a

licence. All 11 district and
borough councils across
Surrey have either ap-
proved the policy or are in
the process of doing so, to
take a consistent and
countywide approach.
Surrey County Council is
also going to require
drivers involved in the
transport of children to
complete the training. 
This training will mean
drivers are more able to
spot the signs of CSE
when they have children
as passengers and will
hopefully know how to re-
port it.

Tandridge District
Council meetings to be
streamed online
Following a successful trial
in March, all council, com-
mittee and sub-committee
meetings held at Tandridge
District Council will be
streamed live online for
anyone to view and will be
available to download.
Councillor Simon Ainsworth,
Chair of the Resources
Committee, said: “This will
be a great step forward in
opening up access to all our
meetings. We are commit-
ted to openness and trans-
parency and hope members
of the public take the op-
portunity to get involved in
their local community.” 
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The NHS turns 70 this year, and Queen
Victoria Hospital wants your memories!
Did you know that this year the National
Health Service is celebrating its 70th
birthday on 5th July this year? Queen
Victoria Hospital wants to recognise the
role it has played in the NHS during that
time and would like your memories of
the hospital from the last 70 years. 

As a specialist hospital seeing patients
from across Sussex, Surrey, Kent (and
further afield) it’s hoping that the many
people who have come through its
doors will have stories to tell. It’s also an
opportunity for the hospital to recognise
and thank its staff – the everyday heroes
– who guide, support and care for
patients, day in, day out.

Have you worked at QVH during the last
70 years? Has Queen Victoria Hospital
cared for you and you’d like to share your story? Can you share any memories of
the hospital since 1948? Do you have any old photos of our hospital?

The team at Queen Victoria Hospital is especially interested in any memories and
photographs of the hospital from 1948, the year the NHS was founded.

Please share your memories and photos by email to
communications@qvh.nhs.uk, or by post to Corporate Affairs, Queen Victoria
Hospital, Holtye Road, East Grinstead RH19 3DZ. If you’re sending any original
photographs and would like them returned, please include your name and contact
address. 

You can also share your memories on its social media channels
www.facebook.com/QueenVictoriaHospital, or www.twitter.com/QVH, using the
hashtag #NHS70. For more information please contact the QVH Press Office on
01342 414508.

Queen Victoria Hospital is a specialist NHS hospital providing life-changing
reconstructive surgery, burns care and rehabilitation services for people across
the South of England.
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Your Letters
Dear Community News
I would be most grateful if you could include the following in your next
edition of CN, as we leave Lingfield and head West to Yealmpton, in
Devon, just seven miles outside Plymouth, where we will live for the
next year whilst our new home is constructed overlooking the Yealm
estuary in the village of Newton Ferrers, just two miles away. 

Mary and I have been totally overwhelmed by the the wishes of
goodwill, and the generosity of the community as we pack up 34 years
of loving memories. Last night at the Parish Council Annual Assembly
we were both surprised to be given Community Service Awards for
services to the community. We can think of dozens of probably more deserving
recipients in the village and are truly grateful that you have considered us to be
worthy. Thank you. 

It has taken more than two years for us to finally get the go ahead to build our
new house and even as late as last December we seriously considered ditching
the project because the odds appeared so overwhelming. But we believe the
heartache and agony will be well worth it in the end. For two years we have been
saying our goodbyes to the village and now that it is actually going to happen,
there is a mixture of excited anticipation and also of sadness as we say a final
goodbye. 

Thank you Lingfield for the years of happy memories which we will always
treasure.  We will never forget your kindness and will keep in touch with the many
friends we have made here. 

With best regards, 
Chris d’Avray and Mary Ayres

Dear Community News
I was surprised to read the contribution in your Spring issue in the Local News
Roundup about the Old Cage and its planned conversion into a Tesco Store. It
would appear that the Parish Council has accepted the proposal. 

The old pub structure has indeed been an eyesore in the village for too long and
a new use was well overdue. 

However, the permission for a change of use to a supermarket is typical of the
District Council’s attitude toward the Lingfield centre. Having over the years
allowed change of use to a number of buildings in the High Street, starting with
the premises which used to have a very useful outfitter, it continues to ignore its
own rules and allowed an excess of restaurants and cafes to reduce the range of



goods available to the residents. 

Fortunately two retail businesses set up two new small supermarkets,
to join the Co-op, thus giving the residents choice. We welcomed the
refurbished McColls, and the new shop in the terrace at the start of
Godstone Road. We particularly welcomed the latter as it has opened
a Post Office with extended hours. 

But the arrival of Tesco in the village will produce problems. It is
generally accepted that when Tesco opens a store it usually adopts a
very aggressive price policy which has accounted for the closure of
many small stores throughout the country. 

There has been no real assessment of the parking provision, which for even a
small Tesco will be in excess of the space being made available. The parking of
cars in the road, if allowed, will add to a traffic problem in the road. Deliveries will
be difficult and will also risk problems for the road traffic.

In total, this proposal threatens to affect the three existing supermarkets and the
traffic, in what is already a quite difficult area of the village.

Michael Sydney

Double parkers outside the Co-op prove we need CCTV
Dear Editor,

The Lingfield Community has voted in favour of CCTV cameras being installed to
combat vandalism and crime, but the Parish Council has rejected increasing the
Precept to fund them, and is seeking alternative ways to pay for it.

May I suggest that cameras are installed outside the Co-op and outside the
houses adjacent to the row of shops with Boots and the Opticians, for the purpose
of fining people who leave their cars parked there on double yellow lines to pop
to the shops? This morning, this caused a huge tailback down the East Grinstead
Road as people tried to get to work and schools, because someone had left their
car parked on the double yellows. Traffic is regularly backed up way beyond the
roundabout because of cars parked outside the Co-op.

The yellow lines are there for a reason and I am sure it is only a matter of time
before there is an accident. Monies raised from fines could surely fund the anti-
crime CCTV cameras required, our village will be less congested, and the free
car park be fully utilised.

Sharon Holmes, Lingfield resident
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Dear Community News,
Chris d’Avray’s observations [on Gun Pit Car Park] in your Spring 2018
issue are correct in that some eight or so years ago MSDC [Mid
Sussex District Council] installed similar machines in East Grinstead. 

The result was chaos, frustration and a refusal to use them, leading
to a substantial drop in council revenue. The machines were rapidly
replaced. Previously, I have discussed the subject with the MSDC
Councillor responsible for the decision to install them and he quite
openly admits that it was a huge mistake. 

The machines are really old technology – was it a job lot TDC
obtained? Two further points are:

Why do they not give change? A shop which operated such a practice would•
soon go out of business. 
Why is the ticket not transferable? After all the motorist has paid to rent the•
space for a period and should be able to gift it to another.

Stuart Scholes, Chartham Park

Dear Community News
I speak to a lot of people and many have said that Sunday is a quite a lonely day
for them, which got me thinking. 

If I could get a few people to help me run it, why not let us, if we can get enough
people, have a couple of hours together, say two o’clock until four o’clock maybe
every other week avoiding the Sunday Lunch Club and Flix in the Stix. 

We just need to take enough money to pay for a hall for the two hours. We can
decide together what we all would like to do. 

Anyone interested please contact me on 833 477 and we can go from there.

Mahala Peskett

Open days at the Garth this May
Dear Community News, 

We are very grateful for your previous support in publicising our charity open days
at the Garth in Lingfield. This year we are planning to open our grounds on 5th
May from 4pm-6pm, and 6th May from 2pm-6pm for the National Gardens
Scheme. Admission will be £5 with children free and tea and cakes are available
as before. Parking is available in Gun Pit Road car park in Lingfield but a small



number of spaces for disabled visitors will be available at Barge Tiles
in Newchapel Rd. 

Many thanks for your support
David and Lana Sherlock, 
The Garth, Newchapel Rd, Lingfield, RH7 6BJ

Dear Community News, 
I am writing to thank you for continuing to put a request for volunteers
for Meals on Wheels in CN each month. I have taken over the
volunteer coordinator job from Pat Smith and I very much appreciate
your advert which has prompted two new recruits this week. 

Our volunteers fluctuate all the time due to illness, moving away or just having
done it for a long time, so it is valuable to have the advert in CN and I am sure the
people of Lingfield appreciate your efforts. 

Many thanks again and kind regards, 
Julie Volunteer coordinator, Meals on Wheels Lingfield and Dormansland 

Make Lingfield Station a mandatory stop, and cross that line
Dear Community News,

I read with interest your article in the Spring 2018 issue ‘Closing the line, or not’.
The facts do not support Network Rail’s safety argument.

Virtually all trains stop at Lingfield and are therefore travelling slowly when they pass
the crossing – trains from Dormans could be slowed before they reach the crossing. 

The fact that some trains pass through the station and are consequently a danger
is not relevant as this is very easily remedied by making the station an obligatory
stop for all trains. 

The crossing with some small modifications to improve wheelchair access could
be carried out cheaply, quickly and the crossing reopened soon. 

Stuart Scholes, Felcourt
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Lingfield Parish Council News
CCTV Cameras
We have finished the consultation regarding the installation of security cameras
in the village, and, although there was a slight majority in favour, your council has
decided not to proceed with this. Partly due to the not inconsiderable expense
involved for all villagers. The police believe that information gained from such
installations are of limited use, and certainly cameras should not be installed in
residential areas.

Old Cage
Work on refurbishing the interior of the building is now nearing completion along
with additional work to the front of this important building. It is confirmed that Tesco
Express will be opening in the late spring. There will be some parking spaces
available, along with the installation of an ATM machine outside the premises.
Small van deliveries will be scheduled at sensible times to avoid disruption in the
high street and to minimise noise for local residents. I’m sure we’re all thankful
that this part of the village will now be more attractive to those entering.

Godstone Road
We’ve been trying to get a refuge (pedestrian island) installed between Howard
Cundey and the Shell garage, but it seems this is not possible due to the limited
space available for large vehicles to negotiate the mini roundabout. As this is a
very busy part of the High Street and the obvious difficulty of crossing the road at
this point, we are investigating installing a Pelican crossing. We’ll keep you
informed.

Railway Crossing
Network Rail’s intention to install an additional footbridge to overcome the closure
of the footpath has understandably met fierce opposition from both your parish
councillors, district and county representatives. Our local MP Sam Gyimah has
also shown his support for a lift installation. Discussions are continuing at
government level to resolve this issue. Local feelings are that a new bridge with
lifts is the only sensible alternative.

Saxbys Lane/Gunpit Road
The appalling road conditions – coupled with various potholes and bad surfacing
– in the village are being addressed by Lesley Steeds, our local Surrey Councillor.
Despite Surrey Highways’ repeated claims of no funding available, the unsightly
(and downright dangerous) sections have been highlighted, and some effort to
make repairs are underway.
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Speedwatch
Can one or two volunteers can come forward to spend one or two hours a month
to help reduce speeding through the village. If we can’t deploy a Speedwatch team,
we may have to return our equipment to Surrey Police.

Allotments
We current have one vacant plot at Centenary Fields and several at The Pollards.
Please contact the clerk if you are interested.

The Parish Council meets on the last Tuesday of the month (except August and
December) at 7.45pm at Lingfield and Dormansland Community Centre. The
Planning Committee of the Parish Council meets at 7pm on these dates and
usually on another Tuesday mid-month. A list of meeting dates can be found on
the website and on notice boards. Members of the public are welcome to attend
all meetings, unless otherwise stated.
John Cole, Chairman
Contact details:
Parish Clerk: Mrs Fay Elwood, Lingfield and Dormansland Community Centre,
High Street, Lingfield, Surrey RH7 6AB
T: 01342 835 557
E: lingfieldpc@gmail.com www.lingfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk

Lingfield Marathon Minibus Quiz raises £569
The 27th Lingfield Marathon Minibus Quiz was held on Friday, 6th April 2018 in the
Victoria Sports & Social Club to help raise funds towards running costs of the
Community Minibus.
The winners were General Ponder’s Think Tank (74 points) led by Sue Fox who
took the trophy for the 4th year in a row and they have now won the trophy eight
times, overtaking the record of seven wins held by Redhill Raiders. In 2nd place
came BOB Club (70 points) led by Tim McCoy their best finish after 25 years of
supporting the event (usually narrowly missing out on a top place). 
There was a draw for 3rd place with Don’t Mind if I Do (68 points) led by Graeme
Bennett and Angela’s Ashes led by Angela Holland. In 5th place came The Railway
Children led by Nick Bright who has changed the team name from previous
years.The evening was enjoyed by all and thanks go to the quizmasters Brian and
Adam Wilkins as well as Kevin Staples for providing the music round questions.
Thanks to the Victoria Sports & Social Club for providing the hall free of charge.
The sum of £569 was raised to support the Minibus. Over the 27 years of this
event a total of £12,319.35 has been raised to keep the Community Minibus on
the road. Thank you all. 
Michael Ellis, Treasurer. www.Lingfield-Marathon.org
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Crowhurst Parish News
Forthcoming meetings of the Parish Council are on:
Monday, 21st May 2018 •
Monday, 18th June 2018 (Planning)•
Monday, 16th July 2018 •

Crowhurst residents are always welcome to attend Council and Planning meetings.
These are held in the Village Hall and start at 19:30 and have a 15-minute session
at the beginning where residents can contribute to an open session prior to the
start of the formal meeting.

Data Protection Changes
The Council now need the explicit consent of Crowhurst residents to continue
direct communication. Without this explicit consent residents will no longer receive
email communication from the Council. We would like to communicate with you
on important parish matters, in addition to Parish events, please could you
therefore email clerk@crowhurstonline.uk to agree to receive such
communication.

Crowhurst Community Clean-up
The annual clean-up event took place on 17th March. Competing with the rugby
and driven away by the snow, a hardy few turned out to pick up litter dropped on
the roads and verges of our beautiful countryside. A big thank you to those who
helped! 

Footpath Clearing
A working party is being organised to help cut back growth from footpaths. All are
invited to join the group, who will set off on various footpaths with their secateurs
and any other lopping tool they may have, following which volunteers will be
welcomed back to refreshments. More details will be included on the website
crowhurstonline.uk. 

Crowhurst – History Continued
The Church of St. George was first referred to in 1291. The dedication suggests
that it must have been founded after the miraculous intervention of St. George in
aid of the Crusaders at Antioch in 1098. 
St. George was made patron saint of England after the 3rd crusade 1190-1194.
Crowhurst Parish celebrate St. George’s Day each year by raising the cross of St.
George outside homes and on verges, so on 23rd April join us and raise your flag. 
The Churchyard hosts a vast hollow yew tree, thought to be some 4,000 years
old and at one time was a meeting place for the Parish Council and at another it
housed a homeless family. We will share more of our history and traditions in
future editions of Community News. 
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Dormansland Parish Council News
Dormansland Parish Council’s Annual
Parish Assembly will be held on
Wednesday, 25th April 2018 at 7.30pm in
The Parish Rooms, The Platt,
Dormansland at 7.30pm. We are very
pleased to announce that our guest
speaker this year will be Janet Bateson,
who will be talking about what
Dormansland was like before, during, and after the First World War.

The Parish Council arranged a public meeting on behalf of the Memorial Hall held
on 1st February 2018 for residents to appoint new Trustees of Dormansland
Memorial Hall. The meeting was well attended by residents and those present
voted for four new trustees in accordance with the trust deed. 
The Parish Council wish them well and look forward to hearing their plans for the
future of the Memorial Hall and Club.
Please note that the Parish Council will now be offering grants on a quarterly basis
throughout the year. If you wish to apply for a grant during this time please visit
our website (www.dormansland.org.uk/61/Grant_Applications) where you can
find more details and an application form.
During the recent and occasionally still ongoing icy conditions we would like to
emphasise that whilst residents are very welcome to use the salt bins for gritting
paths, they are not meant for personal use – namely filling up bags of sand to be
used at your homes. 
As I hope residents can appreciate, if everyone did this there would be no supplies
left for the village. Please try and show consideration 
Bulky rubbish clearance weekends in Dormansland: 
Saturday, 8th September 2018 and Saturday, 1st December 2018
• 7.30am-10.45am: Hollow Lane Garages
• 12noon - 2.15pm: Newhache
Max and Roz (son and daughter of our former Parish Clerk Lynn Blake) and Lynn’s
niece Steph will be running the London Marathon in April to raise money for St
Catherine’s Hospice. This is where Lynn spent a short time before sadly passing
away last year. If you would like to sponsor them you can log onto their Just Giving
page at www.justgiving.com/fundraising/steph-max-rozzi. 
Good luck Max, Roz and Steph!
Lisa Liggins, Parish Clerk T: 01732 866 149 
E: dormansclerk@outlook.com www.dormansland.org.uk
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Lingfield Horticultural Society
April 2018
Our next event is our annual Plant Sale on Saturday, 5th May
in the Jennings Hall. The sale is open from 10am until 12noon
and we will have a wide range of plants – summer bedding,
vegetables, herbaceous perennials, herbs, shrubs, climbers, alpines and indoor
plants – all at bargain prices, so there should be something to suit all your needs. 

This is an important fundraiser for the Society, so please come along and support
us. If you have any spare plants you would like to donate, we will be there between
6pm and 8pm on the previous evening (please make sure your plants are correctly
labelled).

On the Friday after the sale (11th May) we will be welcoming back Ian Rumley-
Dawson to give us a talk on “A Garden for Birdsong”. In this talk Ian will be giving
us some tips on how to encourage birds into our gardens and also playing some
recordings of their various calls. We haven’t had Ian for a few years, but he is an
excellent speaker and a very experienced wildlife photographer having worked in
many locations around the world and his slides are beautiful.

At our meeting on Friday, 8th June we will have a talk entitled “The Story of the
NGS”. This will be given by Margaret Arnott and in this talk you will discover the
surprising origins of the National Gardens Scheme and find out what it is like to
open your garden to the public. Margaret is one of the county organisers for Surrey
and opens her own garden in Cobham every year. She will be showing us some
of the gardens in Surrey that take part in the scheme.

Our annual Summer Show will be held on 21st July in the Community Centre and
will be open to the public from 2.30pm. This show is open to all, members and
non-members, so if you wish to put some entries in and are not a member please
give me a call and I will let you have a show schedule giving all the details you
need of classes, staging times etc. 

There are classes for vegetables, fruit, flowers and shrubs, pot plants, floral art,
kitchen craft and handicrafts, so plenty to choose from. If you are just coming
along to see the exhibits, you can also enjoy a cup of tea and a slice of homemade
cake while you wait for the trophies to be presented.

Our normal monthly meetings are held in the Jennings Hall and start at 8pm,
but the shows are held in the Community Centre where we have more space.

If you would like to join our Society, or find out more about it, please contact me,
Alan Reynolds, Membership Secretary, on 01342 833 155.
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Events at the centre of your community
What’s new? 
Local artist Jill Iliffe will be running an evening art class (Mondays, 7pm-9pm)
teaching a range of drawing and watercolour skills. Stress Takeaway, offering
reflexology and holistic therapies, comes to the Jennings Hall therapy room on
the first Tuesday of each month (by appointment) and Kay Carley will be running
monthly craft workshops throughout the year.  
We’re also pleased to welcome a new COPD (Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary
Disease) self-help group which will be meeting in the Jennings Hall on the second
Wednesday of each month, 7pm-8pm. The group, supported by the respiratory
team from East Surrey Hospital, provides an opportunity for fellow-sufferers to
meet, share ideas, and experiences and support each other through this
debilitating illness. For more information email copdselfhelp@yahoo.com or just
come along to one of the sessions. Details of all the groups and classes held at
the community centre can be found on our website www.lingfieldcentre.org.
Flix in the Stix 
Our penultimate film of the season is Their Finest which will be screened on
Sunday, 13th May at 7.30pm. A comedy set in 1940 and starring Gemma Atherton,
it follows a newly appointed scriptwriter for propaganda films who joins the cast
and crew of a major production while the Blitz rages around them. The final film
of the season, to be screened on 10th June, will be chosen by the Flix audience
so watch out for news on this on our noticeboards and website.
Improving the Centre
We look for ways to improve the facilities here at the centre and in March, with
the help of grant funding from the Sustainable Business Partnership, we upgraded
all the lighting in the Jennings Hall to LED. Not only does this improve the lighting
quality but also continues our commitment to reducing our energy usage.
Raising funds
With the recent launch of the Tandridge Together Lottery, we’re pleased to be one
of the good causes which will benefit from the proceeds. The weekly, online lottery
offers prizes of up to £25,000 with 60% of the ticket price going to local good
causes. So, get your tickets at www.tandridgelottery.co.uk and, if you like the work
that we do, nominate LDCC as your chosen good cause!
Dates for your diary 
• Sun, 27th May to Sunday, 3rd Jun – RH7 History Exhibition “Farewell to Arms?”
• Sun, 9th Sep, 7.30pm – New season of Flix in the Stix opens
• Sun, 30th Sep, 7pm – Opera Holloway perform Bellini’s Romeo & Juliet
For further information on any of the above events or for room hire enquiries,
please contact Claire or Karil in the centre office, 
T: 01342 833 893 E: enquiries@lingfieldcentre.org W: www.lingfieldcentre.org
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Supporting Fairtrade in Lingfield,
Dormansland and everywhere
Welcome to Spring… it seems to have been a long Winter! Fairtrade Fortnight
was 26th February to 12th March. During the first week we lived with the threat of
snow, schools closed early or were not opened, and on the Friday, it actually did
snow! We held the Big Brew in the Community Centre on Saturday, 3rd March and
we thank those who came along to support Traidcraft ‘Hidden Entrepreneurs’. We
have £100 and more for its fund, and guess what: the Government will double all
donations made up to 11th April, which is fantastic!
Dormansland Primary School began Fairtrade Fortnight with an assembly by
headteacher, Mrs Sarah Stokes, when the children learned about everyone’s
responsibility to others and how practically we can help those in the developing
world through Fairtrade.
In thinking about requests from two of our local schools for assemblies, speakers,
tuck shops, judge for Fairtrade Bake competition, we approached the Bala
Fairtrade sports balls company for a speaker. It responded by offering its
representative in the south, Mrs Sue Bentley, formerly Chair of the Fairtrade
Foundation National Campaigners’ Committee, who tweets as Mrs Fairtrade – yes,
the one who provided the first recipe for a Fairtrade Christmas pudding for Stir
Up Sunday!  
Thank goodness she was booked for the second week of Fairtrade Fortnight! It
was fascinating to see her address four classes separately in Dormansland
Primary School and then one at Lingfield College Prep Department that included
making a football with newspaper, plastic bag and string (all recycled), to emphasis
the difficulty in making a ball. 
Through Fairtrade, with fair wages and the Premium that allows workers to decide
how to invest it, workers have provided a new factory, a community water supply,
children go to school, have books and school bags. See what the pupils saw at
www.sendacow.org.uk/lessonsfromafrica/resources/plastic-bag-football.
Bala Fairtrade footballs were then presented to Dormansland Primary, Lingfield
College and Lingfield Primary School by Fairtrade Lingfield & Dormansland Group.
The Cake Bake Competition at Dormansland Primary was amazing with so many
entries and innovative designs, following the categories ‘Fair-licious’, ‘Fair-aware’
and ‘Fair-innovation’ devised by Rachael, and judged by Louise. Congratulations
to the winners and all those who entered. Cakes were then sold and £80 raised
for Traidcraft ‘Hidden Entrepreneurs’, yet another donation that will be doubled by
the Government! Lingfield Cooperative Store and Fairtrade Lingfield &
Dormansland provided the prizes. And of course there were the hugely popular
Fairtrade tuck shops.
More information about products from www.fairtrade.org.uk
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Changes in Voluntary Services for
Lingfield, Dormansland and
surrounding areas
From April 30th 2018, the Lingfield & Dormansland Volunteer Centre, located in
the Lingfield and Dormansland Community Centre, will be closing. 

The charity that runs the Centre, Tandridge Voluntary Action (TVA), has reviewed
its funding and the support to communities and the voluntary sector in Tandridge,
and is now exploring alternative ways to provide the service with a smaller team
across the Tandridge District. 

All services supporting charities, voluntary organisations and communities in
Lingfield and surrounding areas will continue as normal, the only change being
that contact after 30th April will be via phone 01883 722593, the new website
www.tva.org.uk or in person at Tandridge Voluntary Action and the Oxted
Volunteer Centre, located above the library in the Community Hub, Gresham Road,
Oxted RH8 0BQ.

Sadly, the changes in service see the departure of Volunteer Centre Manager Karil
Greenhalgh after many years of commitment and passion for the service. 

There will be a TVA Network Lunch in Lingfield on 14th June 2018 for charities and
voluntary organisations, parish councils and community reps at the Lingfield and
Dormansland Community Centre. This event will be focusing on community
transport. Any voluntary organisations or community representatives wanting to
attend should book a place through the website or give TVA a call. 

The new TVA website provides information and services to support local charities
and communities and incorporates the new online volunteer platform Volunteer
Plus which enables potential volunteers to find suitable opportunities quickly and
easily.

If you are considering volunteering, visit www.tva.org.uk simply enter the type of
volunteer work you may be interested in together with a radius within which you
would be prepared to travel and you will be able to find information on the
volunteering roles which fit your criteria. Any queries about this service, please
contact TVA for a more detailed chat.

For more information contact:
Tandridge Voluntary Action,The Community Hub,1st Floor Library Building,14
Gresham Rd, Oxted, Surrey, RH8 0BQ, www.tva.org.uk E: info@tva.org.uk
T: 01883 722 593
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Nichols & NicholsSolicitors
Sole practitioner: Zöe Nichols

High Street Practice originally established
in September 2006 as a mother 

and daughter partnership
Legal services offered by a 

friendly local Solicitor.
Suite 3, 157 Station Road East, 

Oxted RH8 0QE 
Tel: 01883 734 751

E-mail: zoen@nicholslaw.co.uk.
www.nicholslaw.co.uk

            
            

As independent financial advisers we provide solutions to your financial needs. 
We offer professional, friendly and expertly tailored financial advice. 

Our services include investment, retirement and pension advice as well as mortgage
advice and financial protection. 

To arrange a no charge initial meeting please contact us by phone or email or, if you
prefer, visit our office.

The Press, Mount Pleasant Road, Lingfield RH7 6BH 
01342 837412

admin@hearndenifa.com   www.hearndenassociates.co.uk

Independent Financial Advisers
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Lingfield Evening WI: Come and join us!
We are a friendly group and are always delighted to welcome new
members and visitors to enjoy our varied programme, so why don’t
you come along? Lingfield Evening WI (LEWI) meets at the Jennings Hall in
Lingfield (behind the Community Centre) on the third Wednesday of every month
at 8pm.

We often have a speaker followed by an opportunity for a chat over a cup of tea
or coffee before a short business meeting, when members are updated on Surrey
County Federation events and news from the National Federation. Other activities,
such as walks, visits, games and craft evenings take place between our monthly
meetings. 

In January we listened to a very interesting talk by Matt Binstead from the British
Wildlife Centre. The Centre is situated on the edge of Lingfield and specialises in
conservation, education and research. 

It is home to over 40 different native British
species, from tiny harvest mice to the
magnificent red deer, on its 26-acre nature
reserve. We very much enjoyed meeting one
of their Tawny Owls!

Other talks this year have included ‘Walls
within Walls’, when Jane Gould told us about
her work with Clean Sheet, who support
former prisoners by breaking the cycle of
reoffending with real, sustainable employment.

Our March talk was by Pat Hewett from
Canine Partners, a registered charity that
partners specially trained assistance dogs with
people who have physical disabilities.

Future meetings:
16th May – ‘Have your say’ Resolutions Meeting
20th June – Before Charters Village (Pat Prime)
18th July – The Silver Thread (Elizabeth Gowing)

We’re always happy to welcome visitors to our meetings at the Jennings Hall. If
you would like to find out more about LEWI please call Ann Stacey on 01342
832 988 or Jane Chitty on 01342 834 051. 

Meeting one of the British Wildlife
Centre’s Tawny Owls in January
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Ken’s Krew to the rescue as South
Godstone footpath opens once more 
For nearly four years now, members of East Surrey Walkers have
been encouraging the Countryside Access Team at Surrey County
Council to take action regarding an obstructed public footpath near Lower South
Park Farm, South Godstone. Clearing the obstruction would once again open up
access for walkers and ramblers.

Finally, Surrey County Council has obtained the co-operation of the landowner
and provided a stile kit, which volunteer members of Ken’s Krew – the seemingly
ever-available path maintenance team
of the East Surrey Walkers – has now
installed, as can be seen in the picture. 

The footpath (FP269) goes generally
northeast, then east to Tilburstow Hill
Road. 

For walk programme visit:
www.eastsurreywalkers.org.uk

Volunteers installing the new stile (John Nathan)

Building & Roofing Contractors
• HOME EXTENSIONS
• CONVERSIONS
• ALL GENERAL BUILDING WORK

UNDERTAKEN
• PLASTERING
• GARDEN WALLS & PATIOS

Eden Cottage, Stick Hill, Cowden, Kent, TN8 5NL
Tel / Fax: 01342 850728

Email: wj.martin@btconnect.com
www.wjmartin.co.uk
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Wonderful wildlife at Lingfield
Nature Reserves
It has been 25 years since the reserves were created, and an enormous amount
has been achieved. The reserves are now maturing, as evidenced by some of the
trees which are now quite a size. Our ponds are one of the best sites in East Surrey
for Great Crested Newts. Our meadows are full of wild flowers and the annual
increase and spread of common spotted orchids are getting better every year. 
In 2017 up to four Brown Hairstreak Butterflies were spotted at the same time
nectaring on hemp agrimony in the butterfly garden. This is exceptional for such
a hard-to-see insect. Julian Clarke, a local moth expert, ran his moth trap one
night during the summer and reported a good selection of moths. As moths are
an important part of the food chain in any ecosystem this is good news. 
We have also recently discovered that we have a significant population of toads
on the reserves, including in our newest pond. An inspection after dark this spring
identified over twenty in the various ponds, and while no toad spawn has been
found to date a large female clasped by two males has been seen. We are also
pleased to record a common lizard for only the second time, with one seen in the
brambles in Beacon Field. While we do not have the skills to identify the individual
species, the bare clay banks around the ponds were found to have a colony of
mining bees. They are probably yellow-legged mining bees. Nomada species of
predatory wasp were also observed searching for bees nests.
Buzzards and kestrels are a daily occurrence and a buzzard can often be seen
sitting on a fence post in the next field on Paris Farm. Linnets were present in the
hedges next door so hopefully we can attract them back to breed on our reserves
again as they used to. There have been reports of kingfishers visiting the ponds.
In terms of wildflowers, we have already mentioned that orchids are slowly
spreading and increasing. About 50 flower spikes were counted in 2017. It is also
pleasing to see that the locally sourced wild flower seed sown on the banks of the
new pond have resulted in quite a few plants appearing in the sward and the
quaintly named corky fruited water dropwort (a rare flower in Surrey) is doing
particularly well. It will take several years for this area to establish but it seems to
be on track to develop into a flower rich meadow, a rare habitat these days. 
We will soon be replanting the central bed of the Butterfly Garden. If you happen
to be dividing or propagating any plants this spring which you know attract
butterflies and bees and would like to donate them we would be very grateful. In
fact, why not come and plant them yourselves at one of our work parties? Children
and families very welcome.
Please come and join our Work Parties on 10am-12 noon on the last Sunday of
the month. The next dates are 29th April, 27th May, 24th June and 29th July 2018. 
Visit our website at www.lingfieldreserves.org.ukor email: enquiries@lingfieldreserves.org.uk
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Meals on Wheels: A chat, some hot
food and a friendly face can make all
the difference
Lingfield and Dormansland Meals on Wheels has had another busy year delivering
freshly cooked meals to local residents from our kitchen in Lingfield. 

In January this year we reached a maximum number of 40 clients with an
additional 25 attending the Tuesday lunch Club session in Lingfield’s Jennings
Hall. All this is possible with the help of an army of willing volunteers who give up
their time to cook and deliver the meals. 

Indeed, for some of our clients a hot meal, a friendly face, and chance to chat can
make all the difference to their day. We are presently fundraising in order to
upgrade some of our kitchen
equipment. We are proud of our five-
star hygiene rating and constantly
strive to improve our service.

After running a very popular
refreshment stall at Lingfest last July,
Meals on Wheels will be participating
again this year. If you fancy trying
some of our homemade cakes and
having a chat to us then come along
and look out for our volunteers in
their aprons with our logo. Fingers
crossed for a sunny day! 

We’re a very friendly organisation and are always on the lookout for new
volunteers. Why not find a friend and volunteer together? We only ask you to
commit to one session of 2-3 hours every five weeks. Full training is provided.

Contact Julie Cleaver our Volunteer Co-ordinator on 01342 300 024 or 07887 930
473, or email mealsonwheelsvolunteers@btinternet.com. 

You are also able to support us through the recently launched Tandridge Lottery.
For as little as £1 month you could have the opportunity to win up to £25,000 and
help our charitable organisation. We receive 50% of the value of all tickets sold. A
little goes a long way to help.

Go to www.tandridgelottery.co.uk and search for Lingfield & Dormansland
Meals on Wheels, and do your bit to help us.

Volunteers hard at work in the kitchen dishing up
some quite glorious food
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The Church – a Community Station?
Have you seen them yet? From just before Easter we have been displaying at
Lingfield Parish Church fourteen ‘Stations of the Cross,’ designed and made by
people and groups from our Lingfield community.
From the schools, to the Library, to local business, lots of people have been
involved in making these depictions of Jesus’s final earthly journey. There’s still
time to catch them – they’re up until May 20th – and you can also buy cards with
the artwork on.
A ‘station’ in this sense is a stopping place – somewhere to pause, reflect and
pray on your journey. 
So, if you have a busy life, why not take a moment to come to the other
Lingfield Station – your parish church. 

Special services this summer:
20th May – Pentecost, celebrating the gift of the Holy Spirit
17th June – Fathers’ Day All Age service followed by bacon sandwiches
1st July – Patronal Festival – celebrating our patron saints, Peter and Paul
All our main Sunday services start at 9.30am. Please see publicity for further
details.
The Revd Kathryn Percival – Vicar of Lingfield & Dormansland

HOUSE/PET SITTING SERVICE
Mature, experienced lady available for housesitting and 

looking after pets. Excellent References available. 

TEL: Joanna, 07815 302 316, or 
EMAIL: macmacint@aol.com
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Surrey Life in the Great War
Monday, 14th May

Speaker: Speakers: Kirsty Bennett and Imogen Middleton, 
Project Leaders Surrey History Centre

Fingerprints and Murder
Monday, 9th July

Speaker: Speaker Jack Deans

Visitors are welcome to attend (£2.50 per person). 
Venue: Lingfield and Dormansland Community Centre, Lingfield RH7 6AB 

Doors open 7.30pm, talk starts at 8pm. Felicity Pool, Secretary
felicitypoo01@gmail.com 01342 832 519

Check our website www.rh7.org

What’s on locally

Come join the “Disney Day” at the St Peter
and St Pauls Old Town Church Fete

Be our guest and join us for our Annual St. Peter and St. Pauls Old Town
Church Fete, on Saturday, June 16th, from 11am to 3pm. 

The theme this year is “Disney Day”.
This is a truly traditional village fete! Plenty to do and plenty to eat! Games,
raffles, silent auction, bric-a-brac, plant stall, music, super new and fun

activities for the children, including “Best dressed Disney Character”, and of
course the ever-popular face painting! 

Our delicious BBQ and beer/Pimms tent will be there to feed and water you.
Mrs Pots will be there to serve you a delicious Ploughman’s Lunch, tea and

cake, all to be served inside the Church. 
All proceeds go towards St. Peter and St. Paul Church projects. 

Volunteers are always welcome. Please call Johnny on 01342 833 416 or 
email vdm2@outlook.com if you would like to be involved.
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The 2018 Lingfield Art Exhibition 
Don’t Forget the Date
We know it’s a way off but 

please put the following dates and times in your diaries: 
Open from Monday 22nd October daily, 10am until 6pm 

except  Sunday 28th October, 10am till 4pm.
To be held at the Lingfield & Dormansland Community Centre, 

High Street, Lingfield, RH7 6AB
For more details see the Lingfield Art website at www.lingfieldart.org

Music Memories
A fun and stimulating singing group 

designed for people with dementia and their carers
Every other Monday from 10:30am - 12 noon

14th May, 
4th & 18th June, 

2nd, 16th & 30th July, 
£3 per person - refreshments provided and carer goes free

Venue: Jennings Hall, Lingfield and Dormansland Community Centre
For more information: Michelle 07872 506 709 or Helen 01737 529 793

The Friends of St Peter and St Paul’s Church
is looking forward to seeing you at two events,

raising money for the care of the church building and its contents
Saturday 12th May Croydon Male Voice Choir present a concert 

at 7.30pm at the Church. Tickets £10
Sunday 27th May Lingfield Open Gardens 2.00-4.30

Visit five beautiful village gardens followed by sumptuous afternoon tea
at the church. Tickets £10 to include tea

For further information contact:
Jenny Holroyd 01342 833 776 jennyholroyd@aol.com
or Felicity Pool 01342 832 519 felicitypool01@gmail.com
Check the church website at www.lingfieldparishchurch.org
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East Grinstead Station’s access: 
join the Disability Access protest
You are doubtless aware of the ongoing difficulty people with mobility problems,
travellers with heavy luggage, and people with children in buggies experience if
they arrive on Platform 1 at East Grinstead Station. Unless they are prepared to
struggle over the footbridge they will find themselves marooned on this platform
and unable to exit the station. 

The campaign for lifts to overcome this problem is not a new one as it was started
many years ago by the [Disability Access Group’s] late President, Eric Mackie.
However, in 2015 we were notified by Network Rail that East Grinstead Station
was not included in the spending round for that year and that the next spending
round would be reviewed in 2019. With this in mind, it’s essential that Network
Rail is reminded yet again about the concern in the town about the unsatisfactory
situation at the station. For this reason, Disability Access has decided to arrange
a mass demonstration at the station later in the year. 

This will require considerable planning as we must ensure that the authorities are
fully aware of the strength of our call for proper access facilities. It will relate to
the two inadequate bridges – the Worth Way Bridge from the upper car park with
its dangerous steps down to the station forecourt, and the platform bridge which
does not provide for the mobility restricted to access Platform 1. We are calling
for both bridges to be replaced with a dual-purpose bridge with lifts to Platform 1
and the station forecourt. We wait to see if Govia Thameslink carry through its
intention to use East Grinstead as a terminal for Thameslink trains in May. Logic
tells us that if that proceeds, then the resulting increased use of Platform 1 will
further exacerbate the access problems. But, even if it doesn’t, there are still very
strong arguments for immediate action to resolve issues that cannot be ‘brushed
under the tracks’.

For the purpose of our demonstration we will need maximum participation, not
only of those with mobility impairment, but also of able bodied parents with
buggies, and the infirm carrying heavy luggage. We must then guarantee full
coverage in the local press and area media. Sir Nicholas Soames MP is aware of
our plans and we have the support of the Town Council. I will be advising you as
our plans progress and will trust in your support.

Yours sincerely, Paul Johnson

This article originally appeared in the Disability Access Newsletter 
Disability Access, East Grinstead Area, Town Council Offices, East Court,
College Lane, East Grinstead, West Sussex, RH19 3LT 
T: 01342 322 242 E: office@egaccess.co.uk
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Lingfield Surgery: 
more appointments available
As part of the extended access to GP program, a limited
number of additional GP appointments have been
allocated to each East Surrey practice. They will be
available from 3rd April 2018 at two locations; Hawthorns Surgery Redhill and
Caterham Dene.
These appointments will be from 4-8pm, Monday to Friday, and 8am-8pm
Weekends at Caterham Dene, and 5-8pm, Monday to Friday, and 10am – 2pm
Weekends at Hawthorns surgery. The appointments must be pre-booked through
Lingfield Surgery. Patients will not be seen if they do not have a pre-booked
appointment. 
This is a new service and as such there may be some initial issues that may not
have been foreseen, but it is hoped that the improved GP access will help patients
when the surgery appointments are fully booked.
As always, please do cancel your unwanted appointments so that they can be
offered to other patients.
Lingfield Surgery 01342 836 327 www.lingfieldsurgery.nhs.uk

Alzheimer’s Society needs more local
volunteers for Surrey support service 
The Alzheimer’s Society is seeking more volunteers in Lingfield, Dormansland
and surrounding villages to take part in Side by Side in Surrey, a free service that
provides one-to one support, making it easier for people with dementia (who might
sometimes feel isolated or find it difficult to leave their homes) remain active and
feel part of their local community. A recent survey by Alzheimer’s Society found
40 per cent of people with dementia in Wales, England and Northern Ireland have
felt lonely recently. There is strong evidence that life satisfaction in general for
older people is positively correlated with levels of activity. 
Deirdre Timney, Side by Side Coordinator in Surrey, said: “This service focuses
on enabling people with dementia to lead more fulfilling lives and to continue to
take part in the activities that they have always enjoyed and try new ones. We
need more volunteers to enable people with dementia to stay connected and help
to reduce feelings of loneliness,” she added. “Volunteers are crucial to the success
of this service and can range from providing support once a week to once a
fortnight at a time that works for the volunteer and person with dementia,” she
concluded.  If you are interested in becoming a Side by Side volunteer or to find
out more about the service, contact Deirdre Timney at
sidebysidesurrey@alzheimers.org.uk, or by calling 01932 855 582. 
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TDC responds to SCC’s Waste Plan
consultation: ‘not satisfied with waste facility
planning’
Uncertainty surrounds Lambs Business Park, and the possibility of it
becoming an energy-from-waste facility

Tandridge District Council has
expressed concern over the details,
planning and potential environmental
impact of Surrey County Council’s
Waste Plan, following a recent second
public consultation.

“We recognise the need for a sustainable, long-term solution to safe waste disposal
in the county, as well as its potential contribution to increasing energy needs,” said
Councillor Peter Bond, Chairman of the Planning Policy Committee. 

“However, we’re not satisfied with the detail and planning which has gone into the
consideration of a waste facility at Lambs Business Park, which we have identified
as having the potential to play a significant role in the economic growth of the
district, and we will absolutely ensure this is protected,” he added. 

The draft plan identifies Lambs Business Park, South Godstone, as a potential
location for a waste facility. While the plan implies the type of facility being
proposed is an energy-from-waste facility, it does not make it clear, and the District
Council is asking for clarification about this. 

“We are also seeking substantial further evidence that any proposed facility will be
safe for our residents both in terms of its environmental impact and the
implications for the transport network,” added Bond. The Waste Plan sets out how
and where waste management facilities – and the infrastructure needed to
manage Surrey’s waste – will be provided. 

An energy-from-waste facility takes general household waste which, instead of
being sent to a landfill site, is converted to heat under controlled conditions and
used to generate electricity. 

The District Council is also seeking clarity and evidence about the potential
impacts of a waste facility at that location, in particular in regard to air quality, as
well as wider environment and transport implications. 

In addition, it is seeking firm confirmation that use of the railway sidings would be
the primary method of transporting waste onto the site, with roads not relied upon
for this purpose. 
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In response, SCC strongly reiterates the importance of Lambs Business Park as
a Strategic Employment Site. 

The site has a long standing history of local employment and the contribution it
makes is identified in the Council’s evidence base for the Local Plan, which further
states the Council will support the site for sustainable business growth in the future.

SCC is the statutory waste authority which is in the process of updating its Waste
Plan, and as part of this recently carried out a second public consultation, between
1st November 2017 and 7th February 2018. 

The Council’s full response will be available to view at
www.tandridge.gov.uk/localplan.

For more information contact Giuseppina Valenza or Charlotte Bradshaw on
communications@tandridge.gov.uk or 01883 732704/2742. 

Party spokesperson: Councillor Martin Fisher (Con) 01883 712 263, 
Councillor Chris Botten (Lib Dem) 07917 862 130, 
Councillor Martin Allen (Ind) 01959 577 201.

The Leprosy Mission: Goodbye, farewell and amen
The final meeting of the Lingfield Branch of The Leprosy Mission was held on 22nd
March 2018, due to Dr. Dundas Moore’s decision to finally retire from leading the
Group. He took over the branch in Lingfield fifty years ago, soon after he and
Sheila took up residence in Lingfield. He had just started work as a GP in our new
surgery, after previously having worked (with his wife) in Africa with leprosy-
affected people. 
The Leprosy Mission is a Christian response to people who have caught leprosy
and to those who suffer the long-term impact of the disease. TLM provides training,
support and sheltered housing as well as hospital treatment and medical outreach. 
Multiple drug therapy prescribed early in the disease is very effective, but sufferers
are often not identified soon enough through fear and ignorance. The approximate
worldwide contagion rate is 215,000 people per year. 
Dr Ruth Butlin gave a brilliant account of the work of TLM over the period of Dr.
Moore’s commitment to the cause. Dr. Moore expressed his appreciation to all
the supporters. Over the years he reckoned the branch had raised over £80,000. 
In recent years our local fund-raising has been focussed on the work of
Anandaban Hospital in Nepal, which was severely damaged by a 2014 earthquake.
It was therefore most appropriate that Martin Pitman, former TLM Regional
manager presented Dr Moore with a canvas print of the hospital. 
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What’s the number? 
Emergency – fire, police, ambulance 999 or 112
Police (Surrey), non emergency 101
Health
• Lingfield Surgery (8:30am to 6:30pm) 01342 836 327
• NHS (out of hours service) 111
• Queen Victoria Hospital 01342 414 000
• East Surrey Hospital 01737 768 511
• Boots Chemist, Lingfield 01342 833 831
Utilities (Emergency numbers)
• Gas 0800 111 999
• Waste Water (Southern) 0330 303 0368
• Water (Sutton & East Surrey) 01737 772 000
• Electricity (UK Power Networks) 0800 316 3105
• Telephone – faults 0800 800 154
Transport – rail, air, bus, coach
• Gatwick Airport 0844 892 0322
• Heathrow Airport 0844 335 1801
• Lingfield Marathon Minibus 01342 870 261
• Tandridge Buses 4U 01372 204 540
• National Express Coaches 08717 818 181
• National Rail Enquiries 08457 484 950
Councils
• Tandridge District Council 01883 722 000
• Lingfield Parish Council Clerk: Fay Elwood 01342 835 557
• Dormansland Parish Clerk: Lisa Liggins 01732 866 149
• Surrey County Council 03456 009 009
• Surrey County Council Highways Emergency 0300 200 1003
Schools
• Lingfield Primary School 01342 832 626
• Dormansland Primary School 01342 832 359
• Oxted School 01883 712 425
• Lingfield College 01342 832 407
Others
• Citizens Advice Bureau 01883 715 525
• The Samaritans 08457 909 090 - 24 hours 

01737 248 444 - Reigate 
• Childline 0800 1111
• Lingfield Library 0300 200 1001
• Lingfield & Dormansland Community Centre 01342 833 893
• Lingfield & Dormansland Volunteer Centre 01342 836 774
• Young Epilepsy (NCYPE) 01342 832 243
• St Piers Sure Start Children’s Centre 01342 831 306
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East Surrey’s free health and wellbeing
service now one of the largest in the country
The Wellbeing Prescription service, which offers free health and wellbeing support
to local residents, has just had its contract extended for a further three years, and
is now one of the largest signposting services in the country. Its team of 14
Wellbeing Advisors see over 4,000 people a year.

The advisors are based in GP surgeries and help residents by identifying their
health and wellbeing issues, providing advice and signposting them to local
services and activities. 

The service is jointly run by Tandridge District Council, Reigate & Banstead
Borough Council, Surrey County Council, and East Surrey CCG.

Tandridge District Council has been recognised for its work supporting the health
and wellbeing of its residents and has been nominated for the national LGC
Awards in the Health and Social Care category.

“We are passionate about the work we do to support the health and wellbeing of
residents in our area and are extremely proud to have worked as a partnership to
create one of the largest and most comprehensive wellbeing services in the
country,” said Councillor Martin Fisher, Leader of Tandridge District Council. 

“Not only does it reduce pressure on primary care services like GPs, crucially it
offers joined up patient focused care and supports the health of our residents,”
added.

So, 88% of people who have used the Wellbeing Prescription service made a
positive change to their lifestyle, and 78% have visited their GP less since using
the service. The advisors help people with issues such as weight management,
fitness, smoking cessation, social isolation and support with depression, and
anxiety.

On Friday, 22nd June, there will be a Wellbeing Day at the Harlequin Theatre in
Redhill, where residents can drop in for a free Wellbeing MOT with our Wellbeing
Advisors, try taster activities and find out more about all the health and wellbeing
services on offer in the East Surrey area.

“The involvement of the Wellbeing Prescription services leads to a range of positive
health and wellbeing outcomes for people and a focus on prevention that helps
reduce the pressure on social care and primary health services,” said Sarah Ford,
East Surrey’s Senior Commissioning Manager for Surrey County Council.
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Nimble Fingers
Feeling crafty? We enjoy a range of crafts including:

Knitting, Crochet, Sewing, Paper folding, Card making, and more
Fridays 2pm - 4pm

Jennings Hall, High Street, Lingfield, RH7 6AB
It’s £1 a visit which includes tea/coffee and a biscuit.

For further information contact Sheila Marsh 01342 832 617
Sheila-Marsh@Tiscali.co.uk

Community information

Community Support
CARE for Lingfield, Crowhurst and Dormansland

If you are elderly or infirm and cannot afford other forms of help when needing
a lift to a medical appointment, shopping or essential gardening jobs done.

Ring CARE on 01342 410 086 between 9am and 2pm

Hearing aid cleaning and new batteries
Susan Millidge 01342 836 879

If you only need batteries visit the Community Centre 01342 833 893

Cavendish House Trust charity shop
At 11 East Grinstead Road, Lingfield (next to Costa Coffee)

Clothing, books, bric-a-brac, soft furnishings
Open 9:30am to 4:30pm Monday - Saturday

A truly local charity supporting Cavendish House in Saxby’s Lane.

The Darby and Joan Club
Every Tuesday 1:30pm to 3:45pm

Entertainment, Meeting people, Outings,
Meals out, Quizzes, Tea, Coffee & Biscuits, Raffles, Bingo
Venue: The Jennings Hall (formerly the Day Centre)

Crossroads
Penny Burns 
01372 869 971

Lunch Club
Jean Morrell 
01342 833 079
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Carers Support
If you are a child or adult caring for someone at home or elsewhere who is
ill, frail or disabled and the care you provide is unpaid, 

you are a Carer
There are a number of services available to carers across Surrey:

Surrey Council Adult Social Care Team 0300 200 1005 
Local Independent Carers Support Contact Centre 03456 009 009

www.surrey.gov.uk or www.carersnet.org.uk

Meals on Wheels
We are looking for Volunteers to cook or 

help out in their Kitchen

Cooking/helping in a friendly team
Once every five weeks

Preparing freshly cooked lunches
Food hygiene training given
Approx 9.00am -12 noon 
Mon Tues Wed or Thu

Call Julie for a chat if you are interested on 
01342 300 024 / 07887 930 473, or email juliecleaver@btinternet.com

Community information

Wanted - Amateur China Restorers
We are a small group of amateur china restorers and are now seeking new
members to join us. 

You need to have had no previous experience; but just a real interest in
restoring china ornaments, cups, plates, jugs, etc. to their former glory. It
really is a fascinating hobby. 

We meet at the Community Centre on Thursday mornings during term time
and accept commissions.

For further info or to attend call Angela Kirk – 01342 835 266
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Tips for choosing a wedding florist 
When choosing a florist ensure that the supplier you choose will listen exactly to
your requirements and match your ideas with the style of the venue. Your florist
should meet up with you and get a detailed list of your requirements and the
venue(s), as well as asking you to bring any pictures you like and colour samples
to the meeting. They should show you lots of photos of both bouquets and full
venue styling to gain an idea of what you do like and what you don’t, and what fits
into the style of wedding you require.  

Your required style can be made a reality with care from a supplier – using different
flowers to give different effects; for example Roses for elegance, Gladioli, Freesias
and Gypsophilia for country style, Anthurium and Strelitzia for tropical, Orchids for
contemporary. 

The addition of embellishments and details are very important – lighting, candles,
ribbons, butterflies, feathers, diamontes, pearls, etc. to enhance the style required.
The style, age, lighting and colours of the venue are important; tall ceilings look
great with tall centrepieces, older venues may not look good with modern designs,
lower ceilings look nice with shorter displays, modern venues need modern
designs usually.

Don’t forget the supplier should make the most of any features in the venue –
decorate a staircase with a flower garland or swags of organza and ribbons –
flower displays for the top of a mantelpiece, garlands around beams and pillars
with or without lights. Consider avoiding decorating a feature you don’t like in the
venue – or cover it completely with drapes maybe.

Your florist should listen to you and suggest ideas to complement your style
required, but also query ideas and suggest alternatives if they think they won’t
work in the chosen venue. In this way you can work
together to  make your day exactly how you would like it. 

Annabel - Butterflies and Bows

                 Advertise in 
Advertising rates and sizes can be found on our website

communitynewslingfield.co.uk
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Lingfield Primary School pupils take to the
floor with Darby and Joan guests
The Spring Term has been a very
successful and busy one for all at
Lingfield. In addition to our normal high
standards of teaching and learning, this
half term alone we have had our Voice
in a Million choir concert at Wembley,
year group drama workshops and
parent assemblies, visits to Orchard
Court Nursing Home, Year 1 and 2
parent mystery readers, and lunch visits from Fairtrade representatives and the
Darby and Joan Club. 

In fact, one of my favourite events of the term was the Year 2 tea party for our
Darby and Joan guests. The children
and guests had a tea dance, showing off
their ballroom dancing skills and inviting
our guests to dance with them. It was
very moving!

Our value for March has been ‘Honesty’
and the children have reflected on the
fact that honesty is always the best

policy. In our final assembly for the term we discussed the meaning around “Tell
a lie once and all your truths become questionable.” 

We therefore ask all our school community to speak with honesty, think with
sincerity, and act with integrity. 

As well as very successful pupils, we are also very lucky to have a dynamic and
talented group of teachers. Four of our teachers – Miss Ladbrook, Mrs Vinten,
Miss Bunyan and Miss Bryant – have been successful in their applications to the
Tandridge Teaching Alliance to become Specialist Leaders of Education. 

This means that they will advise other Surrey schools in their areas of expertise
(Early Years, Thrive and mental
health, Science and Maths.) We
now have six Specialist Leaders
of Education at Lingfield, which
is a great achievement.

Julia Tappin, Headteacher
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Your vision is our business
Laurence Martin and the team at Lingfield Opticians

have provided a personal, friendly service for over 25 years. 
Our professional, experienced team is on hand for all your optical needs.

Call 01342 833 104 for more information, 
or to book an eye appointment.

Now at: 14 East Grinstead Road, Lingfield, RH7 6EP
info@lingfieldopticians.co.uk
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ALEX    JONES 
 

www.alexjonesfuneraldirectors.co.uk 

Renowned Caring Service 
Offering Day & Night Attention 

Home Visits  Available  
 
 

Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

Beautiful Private 
Chapels of Rest 

 
Monumental Masonry 

LINGFIELD 01342 832534 
1 East Grinstead Road  

Lingfield 
Surrey 

RH7 6EP 
 

FOREST ROW 01342 822399 
1 Ashdown Court  

Lewes Road, Forest Row 
East Sussex 
RH18 5EZ 

OXTED 01883 730383 
92 Station Road East 

Oxted  
Surrey 

RH8 0QA 
 

EDENBRIDGE 01732 860047 
29—31 High Street 

Edenbridge 
Kent 

TN8 5AD 

A TOTALLY INDEPENDENT FAMILY CONCERN 
Owned and run by Mr Alex Jones and family 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS  
& MONUMENTAL MASONS 
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Hometime - flexible help
General cleaning. Laundry and ironing. Changing the bed. Assistance with

correspondence. Preparing light meals. Gardening. Walking to dog (pet insurance
required). Assistance with shopping. Home from hospital - short term service.

All home helps and gardeners are security checked

Age UK Surrey offers many free services. Information and advice, computer training,
home visiting, counselling, well being activities and benefit checks. Visit

www.ageuksurrey.org.uk. Home help always wanted.

         

01883  343095 

Help around the Home 

Help  
 for 50+  

&  
disabled  

Same  
 home 

help each 
week 

Personal 
& 

Reliable  service 

Com-
petitive 

rates 

     
       

     
      

   
       

        
I       

        
   V   

    

  

HCPC Registered Chiropodist/Podiatrist
Emma Victoria Westers  BSc. (Hons.) MChS.

01342 834454   www.centre4feet.co.uk
1 Ray Lane, Blindley Heath, Lingfi eld, Surrey  RH7 6LH

Putting your feet fi rst…

Routine 
Chiropody 

Nail Surgery
Verrucae 
Treatment

Biomechanical,
Diabetic

&
Rheumatology

Assessments

          

Repairs that are too
small for most builders

•    Garden sheds - assembly & repairs
•    Fence and gate repairs
•    Kitchen and bathroom units fitted
•    Minor plumbing and electrical jobs
•    Hang/trim doors and change locks
•    Blinds, curtains and pictures hung
•    Tiling/sealing baths and showers

Office: 01342 871537
Mob: 07985 903615
john@eastgrinsteadhandyman.com
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CONTACT 
 YOUR MP
Sam Gyimah

  Sam Gyimah MP,  
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA

t: 020 7219 3504
w:  samgyimah.com
e:  sam@samgyimah.com

  @SamGyimah
   fb.com/GyimahforEastSurrey
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Lingfield Osteopathic Centre 
21 Godstone Road, Lingfield, RH7 6BW 

 
Tel: 01342 833844 

Mobile: 07714 721969 
 

info@AcupunctureHealthcare.co.uk 
www.AcupunctureHealthcare.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

Free 20 minute consultations available 

Would you like to know  
how acupuncture 

could improve your health? 

            

01342 833 844
www.lingfieldosteopaths.co.uk
21 Godstone Road, Lingfield, RH7 6BW

All kinds of people with all kinds of
problems come to see us for a wide
range of tailor-made therapies:

Osteopathy
Sports and Remedial Massage
Acupuncture 

...
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Discover what your local  
Charters Retirement Village could 
offer you. Private retirement living 
at its very best.

Call 01372 383950 for your 
complimentary A-Z guide.

New and pre-owned properties 
available. Ask about part exchange.

01372 383950 | www.chartersvillage.co.uk | Charters Village, Felcourt Road,  
East Grinstead, West Sussex, RH19 2JR

Open the  
doors to  
retirement  
living

Part exchange available

Prices from £365,000*
*Other charges apply and leases are subject to an assignment fee.  

Please ask for details.

         



Lingfest
2018

Party in the Park

Saturday 14th July 2018
Noon to 10:30pm, at Jenners Field in the centre of Lingfield

a very special event for Lingfield locals of all ages

Live Music
Into the Blue Red Butler The Gangsters Far Cry

The Swinghearts Harry Spadge NEW Meridian Introduces stage

Food & Drink Stalls
Hog Roast & BBQ Beer Tent Tea Tent Fine & Scandi Pizza

Pimms & Prosecco Ice Cream Van and more!

Kids' Area Activities
1pm - 6pm FREE activities for kids of all ages

adults £5, kids FREE - entry by advance ticket from

www.lingfest.uk
OAP/registered disabled concessionary passes only from

Lingfield and Dormansland Community Centre

lingfest.uk


