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The next edition of Community News is the Summer publication.
The deadline for submissions is 29th March 2018

Please send submissions to the email or postal address above. 
Community News is a non-profit making free newspaper published four times each
year. The views expressed are not necessarily those of the editorial team.
Donations, although always welcome, do not guarantee publication of material
submitted by the donor. Please note that all material sent is forwarded at the
contributor's own risk. Whilst every care is taken with material, Community News
cannot be held responsible for any loss or damage incurred. The editors reserve
the right to edit material (reduce the length of an article) and rewrite or otherwise
modify it if they deem it necessary. Material is reformatted to suit our house style. 

This issue of Community News has been printed by: Eden River Press Ltd
01883 712 099 www.edenriverpress.co.uk
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01732 866544
Unit 6, Gardiner Business Park, Little 
Browns Lane, Edenbridge - Kent  TN8 6LH

www.daysgarage.co.uk

Your local one stop car repairers  

MOT’swhile 
you 

wait!

Services & Repairs (all makes)

Delivery & collection Locally

Body work/ Car sales

Tyres and batteries fitted free

✓
✓
✓
✓

©SED

01883 742822
Ivy Park, Ivy Mill Lane, Godstone RH9 8NE

01883 730058
17 Hurst Green Road, Oxsted RH8 9BS
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Tuesdays: Half Price Burgers
Fridays: Fish and chips 

and a pint £10

Bookings now being taken for
Mother’s Day - 11th March

2 courses £16 
and Easter Sunday - 1st April 

Annual Classic Car Show - Sunday 17th June
Live Music/BBQ

For more information please contact us
01342 833 697 

info@theblacksmithshead.co.uk

0011334422 883333 669977
Newchapel Road

Lingfield 

RH7 6LE
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ALEX    JONES 
 

www.alexjonesfuneraldirectors.co.uk 

Renowned Caring Service 
Offering Day & Night Attention 

Home Visits  Available  
 
 

Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

Beautiful Private 
Chapels of Rest 

 
Monumental Masonry 

LINGFIELD 01342 832534 
1 East Grinstead Road  

Lingfield 
Surrey 

RH7 6EP 
 

FOREST ROW 01342 822399 
1 Ashdown Court  

Lewes Road, Forest Row 
East Sussex 
RH18 5EZ 

OXTED 01883 730383 
92 Station Road East 

Oxted  
Surrey 

RH8 0QA 
 

EDENBRIDGE 01732 860047 
29—31 High Street 

Edenbridge 
Kent 

TN8 5AD 

A TOTALLY INDEPENDENT FAMILY CONCERN 
Owned and run by Mr Alex Jones and family 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS  
& MONUMENTAL MASONS 
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Opposition to “garden village” plans grow:
local environmental journalist Geoffrey Lean
speaks out 
Opposition is increasing to Tandridge District Council’s plans for a “garden village”
– actually a new town the size of Oxted – in the Green Belt at Blindley Heath or
South Godstone, writes Geoffrey Lean, a respected local environmental journalist,
and former Daily Telegraph staff writer.

Planning officers are currently considering their response to a local consultation
exercise carried out between August and October last year. Opponents say any
development would set a precedent for other new towns “pockmarking”
supposedly protected countryside all round London. 

Another possible
site, on land west
of Edenbridge, has
been ruled out by
the Council, but
Blindley Heath or
South Godstone remain in the running, along with Redhill Aerodrome, in what
would be one of the biggest incursions into the Green Belt anywhere in England
at any time in its 70-year history.

A Blindley Heath development would contain more than 3,000 new dwellings,
while two alternative ones at South Godstone would have about 4,000 and 5,000
respectively. Candidates opposing the plans are due to stand in many seats in
May’s council elections.

The Tandridge Lane Action Group (I am a member of the steering committee),
which is leading local protests, has identified ten ways in which a “garden village”
at these locations would break the official “core principles” set out in the UK
government’s official National Planning Policy Framework, established to govern
all planning decisions.

The breaches (we claim) include failing to protect the Green Belt, focus on
previously developed “brownfield” land, minimize traffic, safeguard the beauty of
the countryside, and prefer land with the least ecological value and risk of flooding.

Tandridge District Council’s website states that last year’s Garden Villages
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Consultation “was an opportunity for residents and other stakeholders to have
their say on the location of a garden village development, which forms part of the
preferred strategy the Council is pursuing in preparing the Local Plan”. 

Moreover, a garden village will deliver “a number of key objectives”, most notably
to “provide much needed homes for local people”, “protect the Green Belt by
preventing a scattergun approach to development”, and “prevent over
development of built up areas”. 

The Council will now consider the comments submitted to the consultation and
“utilise them in preparing the next iteration of the Local Plan”, which is intended to
be one which has “the content and form of the document” to be submitted to the
Planning Inspectorate for independent examination. 

However, prior to the submission a further public consultation will take place in
2018, allowing individuals and interested parties to once again make comment
on the document. 

The UK’s Planning Inspectorate deals with planning appeals, national
infrastructure planning applications, examinations of local plans and other
planning-related and specialist casework in England and Wales.

Do you have a room that needs a re-think? 

Does your home need a makeover? 

Whether you just need a little friendly advice on how to pull a colour 
scheme together or assistance with major renovations and structural 
changes Southover Design can help.  

Call Jayne Webb on 01342 833600 for a free consultation or visit 
www.southover.net  

Jayne Webb
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Editorial 
Hello again friends and welcome to this, our Spring 2018 edition of Community
News. We hope all our readers, advertisers and friends had a wonderful Christmas
and New Year - it seems so long ago now, doesn't it? 

What a pleasure it was to see Lingfield decorated with lights, and as I took an
occasional evening stroll around the village in December, I saw an array of
wonderful decorations, with some of the Christmas trees being particularly
spectacular. Yes, it's always sad when the decorations are packed away, but time
moves on - roll on Easter. 

Try to take solace in the fact that we're now getting a full two minutes extra daylight
per day, one at sunrise and one at sunset. Clocks go forward on Sunday, 25th
March, giving us a lovely boost of evening sun. 

The Old Cage - Tesco Coming
News has reached us that The Old Cage will become a Tesco store, opening in
the late spring. A spokesman for the retailer said Tesco was "looking forward to
opening a store and serving customers in Lingfield". 

I'm pretty sure most of Lingfield's residents are also looking forward to Tesco's
arrival, if only because it will see the full redevelopment and re-opening of the
listed building. Renovation work was being carried out before Christmas, with new
exterior paint applied, and some minor building work taking place outside, but the
interior of the property appears to be relatively untouched. 

The alleyway running alongside the property, providing a shortcut to Vicarage
Road, was closed for several weeks at the end of last year, but is now open again.
As we've said before, watch this space for more information.

Station Crossing
The matter of the closed footpath/right of way at the south end of Lingfield Station
has still yet to be resolved. The crossing remains closed, and has been for several
years now. 

Several plans to overcome the closure - and allow wheelchair users and mothers
with prams to make their own way out of the station, and not have to ask for help
- have been discussed within the local council recently, and are dealt with in more
detail in this issue. However, this is another case of watch this space. 
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Lingfest Planning Continues
After the roaring success of Lingfest 2017, its committee is now pushing ahead
with plans for this year's follow-up, a one-day music festival on 14th July. However,
there will be a charge for entry this time, with adults paying just £5 for a ticket, and
children under 16 and OAPs getting in for free.

Lingfest remains a not-for-profit enterprise, but there's less funding available this
year (as it's a second-year event), hence the charge to cover the funding gap. 

Volunteering Opportunities
For Lingfest to succeed however, it needs volunteers, so if you would like to offer
up your services, contact the now re-named Tandridge Voluntary Service Council,
on lingfieldvc@tva.org.uk or 01342 836 774, and you'll be contacted nearer the
time.  

CCTV and Crime
There seems to have been an alarming rise in vandalism and petty crime in the
local area over the last few months, with several shops targeted for robberies in
the run-up to Christmas last year. There has been at least one arrest in connection
with these crimes (see the Local News Round up pages of this issue), and the
legal process is currently ongoing. 

But the problems have raised the issue of whether CCTV should be installed in
the village, at certain locations anyway. 

Discussions within the local council are ongoing, and a vote put to local residents
late last year came down very marginally in favour of installation. The main
stumbling block seems to be, as ever, money, as a small increase in local taxation
would likely result after cameras (and the supporting technology) are installed.
Personally, I don't think we'll see much movement on this for several months, as
the details and overall viability are still being worked out. 

Dial 101 (Police Non-emergency Number) 
Just a gentle reminder that 101 is the number to call when you want to contact
your local police, when it's less urgent than a 999 call. You should call 101 to report
crime and other concerns that do not require an emergency response. For
example, if your property has been damaged, or you suspect drug use or dealing
in your neighbourhood, or to speak to the police about a general enquiry, use this
number. 

Having said that, you should always call 999 when it is an emergency, such as
when a crime is in progress, someone suspected of a crime is nearby, when there
is danger to life, or when violence is being used or threatened.
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Award of SCC Grant/Running Costs
As you're probably aware, CN is staffed and operated entirely by volunteers, with
contributors not paid for their work, and with the printing costs covered (just about,
but sometimes not) by our paid-for advertising. 

Given that, we were very pleased to have recently received a grant of £400 from
Surrey County Council, which will really help with our running costs. We'll do our
best to keep providing a valuable service for the local community. 

Lingfield Primary School Across the Ages 
Lingfield Primary School and some of the residents of Orchard Court Nursing
Home got together before Christmas to make cards, an "inspiring" inter-
generational event covered in more detail in this issue, and a process that the
school authorities will continue throughout the year.

Changes Places Toilet Opens
The Jubilee Community Centre in Charlwoods Road, East Grinstead, unveiled its
new Changing Places Toilet late last year, the only location in the town and a wide
surrounding area where people with extreme disabilities will find such a facility.
The centre has disabled parking spaces and the toilet is available whenever the
centre is open, seven days a week at certain times. For further information call
01342 328 334.

Join the Gang
Fancy yourself as a bit of a writer? Want to come and join the CN team and help
put together this wonderful little publication? Anything about developments within
the local area make you angry or happy? Please put pen to paper and tell us about
it, as we're always happy to receive contributions of any sort.

We'd also like to ask if anybody out there would like to help us with CN’s
distribution and delivery? We could certainly use some more deliverers, so if you
could spare a few hours every 12 weeks or so, please get in touch. 

A Final Word
So, it just remains for us to thank our readers, advertisers and distributors, without
whom there would simply be no CN. We appreciate the support you guys give us,
and we'll keep trying to bring you the local news and information you need and
want. Bring on 2018! 

The Community News Team
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Forest School 

www.lingfieldcollege.co.uk            01342 838153                                       

From September 2018,  

Lingfield College  
will welcome children from age 2 upwards. 

 

Rated ‘EXCELLENT’  

ISI 2017 
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PPrrooffeessssiioonnaall PPaaiinnttiinngg && DDeeccoorraattiinngg SSeerrvviiccee
Established in Lingfield since 2000

Covering all aspects of interior and exterior decoration, the quality of the
finish achieved by a professional service shows, and it lasts.
! detailed quotation with no hidden extras 
! honest, reliable and experienced local decorator
! from one room to a whole house
! references available, full public liability insurance

Contact me now for a free quotation
TT: 01342 870 373        MM: 07881 405 478

EE: tim.whitehouse58@gmail.com

LINGFIELD ROOFING
EEsstt.. 11997700

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING AND 
EXTERNAL DECORATING UNDERTAKEN

Fully Insured

Tel. 0011334422 883355 224477
Mob: 0077888899 884455 005522

Email: ll iinnggff iieellddrrooooffiinngg11@@ggmmaaii ll ..ccoomm
wwwwww..ll iinnggff iieellddrrooooffiinngg..ccoo..uukk

52 Saxbys Lane, Lingfield, Surrey, RH7 6DR
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HomeFix
We provide a friendly, reliable service to take care

of all your property needs
• Kitchens • Decorating
• Bathrooms • General maintenance & repairs
• Structural alterations • Decking & landscaping
• Carpentry • Small jobs welcome

FREE QUOTES

01342 833 976
07985 962 785

Hockley Wright & Co Ltd
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

A local family run firm which has been established for over 20 years,
offering friendly and efficient service for all types of business.

Personal Tax Returns • Sole Trader and Partnership Accounts
Company Accounts • Corporation Tax • Company formations and

company secretarial services • Payroll ·VAT and bookkeeping services
Cash flow and business start up advice

Contact Mr Edward Wright ACA for a free initial consultation
Tel. 01342 301099

E: office@hockleywright.co.uk W: www.hockleywright.co.uk
Hockley Wright & Co Ltd • Unit 15, No. 2 Bulrushes Business Park 

Coombe Hill Road • East Grinstead • West Sussex • RH19 4LZ
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Crossing the line, or not. New Lingfield
Station footbridge looks unlikely
Plans to build a large footbridge at the south end of Lingfield Station resurfaced
late last year, and were quickly quashed (it seems) by the recommendations of a
Surrey County Council Local Committee (Tandridge) meeting.

A report compiled after the meeting, and published in early December 2017,
resolved to agree that the application from Network Rail (dated 3rd November
2016) to “divert Public Footpath No. 381, Lingfield, onto the existing station
footbridge [is] refused”. 

The committee also stated that “Network Rail is asked to explore other options
for a diversion onto an alternative route accessible for those with mobility
difficulties and pushchairs, including a new footbridge with lifts or improving the
level crossing [with the Chairman] writing to Network Rail, expressing the
Committee’s dissatisfaction with its failure to secure a satisfactory solution for
residents”. 

Network Rail was planning (via this second application, with the first being in late
2016) to move the current closed footpath onto a new footbridge under section
119a of the Highways Act 1980, primarily for safety reasons.

The report stated that the current proposal was “to divert a 19-meter section of
the footpath from across the level crossing [to] run in a north westerly direction
along a path running parallel with the station over a new stepped footbridge to be
constructed and back along the platform on the eastern side in a south easterly
direction [for] a total distance of 133 meters”. 

Several objections to the proposal were received at the meeting. One of the
objections noted that it was “a disgrace that more than six years after the crossing
was closed, Surrey County Council, Network Rail, and Southern have not put an
alternative permanent crossing in place”. 

Another argued that “in effect, the footpath has been diverted over the existing
bridge for the last six years, so I fail to understand why that was turned down as
a permanent solution unless it was to push Network Rail to come up with a better
solution”. 

Another respondant could see “no justification for building a second footbridge
[as] people can easily use the existing one, with the only difference being the new
one would be capable of having lifts added to it. This does not seem a good
enough justification. Has the option of adding a lift to the existing bridge been
properly considered? There is a clear need for step-free access. The replacement



17

of the previous ground level access should be used as an opportunity to provide
proper access for all users”. 

The southern level crossing has been closed on safety grounds since July 2011
(following a near miss, when two girls crossed the railway on the level crossing in
front of an oncoming train) and the Countryside Access team has been trying to
negotiate with Network Rail since that time for a solution to the closure, stated the
report. 

Network Rail states, via the report, that no further works can be undertaken to
improve safety of the level crossing and the only option to remove the risk the
level crossing poses is closure.

Lingfield Parish Council expressed its concern in the report about the proposal by
Network Rail to install a footbridge across the rail track to facilitate the reopening
of the footpath. 

Members of the council are “concerned that this will discriminate against the
disabled and people with prams and pushchairs. If a footbridge is to be installed,
the council requests that it is equipped with lifts to give access for all”. 

“The footbridge currently in use is not a sustainable long-term solution as it is
inaccessible for many people,” said Network Rail in an information pamphlet
published three years ago. “We therefore need to work with the community to find
an acceptable long-term solution.

“Following an August 2013 consultation,” said the rail infrastructure body, “we
considered but discounted a number of options.” For example, a “footpath
diversion was ruled out by Surrey County Council as it would not be accessible to
those of limited mobility”.

In addition, the creation of an underpass under the railway was discounted on
safety grounds, primarily flooding and the creation of an “intimidating environment”.

Lastly, a footbridge with stairs and ramps was considered to be visually intrusive
and raised concerns from the local community and resulted in the planning
application for this solution being withdrawn in April 2014.

NOTE: CN received two letters on the subject of the footbridge for this issue,
both of which are reproduced in full here:

Dear Mr Pearcey, 
I was so pleased to read in the Community News of your intention to have a say
with regard to the Lingfield Station access. 
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I cannot believe that another footbridge is being planned with complete disregard
for wheel chair users, baby buggies or just disabled people who find stairs
impossible to climb up or down due to medical conditions.
I am one of the latter, and when taking short holidays or visiting friends for a long
weekend – five or six times a year – I have to rely on the goodwill of fellow
passengers to carry my case up or down the stairs.
When enquiring at the ticket office a while ago, I was told to ask one of the station
staff to help! Hahahaha! When I travel, the ticket office is nearly always closed
and there’s not another member of staff in sight. 
I was told on another occasion to carry on to East Grinstead change trains and
travel back to Lingfield! Apart from the time taken and the getting off and on trains
and hoping the connections, there will be extra costs involved. Do we not have to
cross the rail line at East Grinstead to get a London-bound train? 
I am not alone in this problem as Lingfield has quite a large elderly population and
I am sure there are many residents who are affected by this situation. Shopping
in East Grinstead is a no-no, especially as the buses are now every two hours! 
Many institutions, such as public toilets, parking, access to public places, and
houses are built now with the disabled in mind – obviously not Network Rail.
Perhaps it would like to visit the station and see how young mothers with babies
cope. Yes, I am sure it all comes down to finance, but how can another footbridge
be necessary, when walkers (who already have a bridge) can find other pathways
to walk on. 
The walking club in Lingfield has many options available to it; mums with buggies
and the elderly do not have any choice. 

The following letter was originally sent to Surrey County Council by local
resident Ian Jones, as a response to a piece of previous correspondence. A
copy has been passed to us. 

Cyder Barn, Station Road, 
Lingfield, Surrey RH7 6EF

Debbie Prismall
Surrey County Council

25th October 2017

Public Footpath no 381, Lingfield Station – Proposed Diversion

Dear Madam, 
Thank you for your letter dated 11th October 2017 about the proposed diversion
of the above footpath.
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In short, I regard the decision to close the crossing at Lingfield Station and the
consequent attempt to divert the footpath as one of the most absurd pieces of
health and safety zealotry I have ever seen.
The arguments set out in the letter are wholly biased, and absurdly over-blown.
For over 100 years there has been a crossing at Lingfield and people have used
it virtually without incident throughout that time. Network Rail is using one reported
incident to force the closure of the crossing – it is a wholly disproportionate
reaction to the risk.
The so-called risk factors are ridiculous:

Proximity to station isn’t an argument. It is simply a statement.•
Large numbers of users – large in relation to what? The number is not, in my•
view, especially large and users can see clearly along the line. Who are the

“vulnerable users” you claim to identify?
Fast and frequent trains – every passenger train passing through Lingfield•
Station stops there so, far from being fast, they are stopping or starting from
rest. The claim that this is a risk factor is completely false, as is the statement
in your letter that “not all trains are scheduled to stop.” There is one train, at
approximately 12.30am, returning empty to Croydon and, another in the early
hours going to East Grinstead. There are no people at all using the crossing
at these hours. There are few freight trains, but to suggest that 97 trains per
day pass through Lingfield Station at 50mph is nonsense.
Sun glare – really? This smacks of desperation in the absence of genuine•
arguments for the inconvenience caused by the knee-jerk move to close the
crossing. 

You say the sight lines are difficult. I live here and I’m familiar with the line. The
sight lines would only be described as difficult by someone trying to build a case
for closure and desperate to build a case.
Network Rail is simply committed to closing crossings on the slightest excuse,
wherever it sees the opportunity to do so. It believes it has an opportunity here
and is trying to take it without regard to the inconvenience caused to local people.
The suggestion of an additional footbridge is pointless and a waste of money. It
cuts just a few yards off the diverted route and makes no difference to the access
for those with disabilities. 
If you value the views of local people, you will abandon this proposal and reopen
the crossing. If you prefer the health and safety zealots, you will continue with it.
Yours, Ian Jones
As a matter of fairness, CN will seek comment from Debbie Prismall for the
next issue. We will also request permission to publish the original letter.
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Curtains, blinds and other soft
furnishings made to your specific

requirements.
Alteration, fitting and hanging 

service available.

For a consultation please phone 
Nicola on:-

01342 834291
07702 474223

nickybeven@btopenworld.com
www.softoptions-interiors.co.uk

            

At Page Computers we offer a personal service and can help with any of your
computer needs – however big or small

YOUR LOCAL TRUSTED TRADER ESTABLISHED FOR 26 YEARS
East Grinstead, Edenbridge, Lingfield, Dormansland and surrounding areas

01342 835603
sales@pagecomputers.co.uk, www.pagecomputers.co.uk

■ We sell new computers/laptops and all the
extra you’d expect: Microsoft Office 2016,
anti-virus software, printers, monitors,
keyboards, mice, external hard drives plus
much more

■ For laptops, we do all repairs from keyboards
to screen replacements

Just call Sue or Keith on: 01342 835 603 or email: sales@pagecomputers.co.uk for more information
Page Computer Company Ltd., 8 Clayford, Dormansland, Lingfield, Surrey, RH7 6PR 

Here are some of the services we offer:
■ Home PC installations including printer set-up

and broadband connection
■ We can transfer data and emails to your new

computer
■ We can look after all your support

requirements: remote support, repairs, virus
removal, broadband Issues and maintenance

           
            

Foot Health Practice
Member of British Association
of Foot Health Professionals
Step by Step provides a highly professional

foot care service, which is fully mobile,
attending to all your foot care needs within

the comfort of your own home.
For an appointment or more 

information telephone:

℡℡ 07786 038 149 
Michelle Hogan MCFHP
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LINGFIELD PLUMBING
PLUMBING PROBLEM?

Call an expert for a 
no obligation Quotation

30 years experience in Domestic
and Commercial plumbing 

and heating
City and Guild Qualified

Insured
For a professional and 
courteous service

contact
Lingfield Plumbing

Tel: 01342 833 280
07711 434 569

lingfieldplumbing@gmail.com

John Timmins
Electrical Services

Whatever your 
electrical requirement...

We can Help!

Reliable & Professional
Fully Insured - Fully Guaranteed

M: 07944 927 312
E: johntimmins14@gmail.com

• Full & Part Rewires         • PAT Testing
• Fuse Board Change       • Fault Finding
• New Builds/Extensions • Emergency Call Out
• Extra Lighting Sockets  • Free Quotation

H20 Plumbing
General Plumbing Service

Alterations
& Bathroom Installations

No job too small

City & Guild Trained

Call Richard on

Tel: 01883 712 523

Mob: 07876 450 420

Established 1993

The pest control service for
KENT, SURREY AND SUSSEX
“Solutions for all your pest problems”

PHONE 01342 835128
FAX 01342 835375

www.3countiespestcontrol.com

Contractors to Kent, Surrey & West Sussex County Councils

3 Counties Pest Control, Kromdraai House
Talbot Road, Lingfield, RH7 6AD
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Lingfield Horticultural Society
January 2018
At our October meeting we had our old friend John Negus,
entertaining us with a talk entitled “The Green Isle”. John is a
very enthusiastic speaker and likes to get the audience involved
with lots of questions and answers. He took us on a tour of some of the lesser
known gardens of Southern Ireland with some beautiful slides he had taken of the
gardens and the surrounding countryside. 

Then in November Dave Brooker gave us an outstanding visual presentation of
“The Ashdown Forest through the Seasons” with a musical accompaniment. Apart
from the quality of the photography, it was remarkable how he managed to blend
pictures taken from the same spot in different seasons. We will certainly be inviting
him back. 

We held our Annual General Meeting in December when we were given reports
of the meetings and shows throughout the year, the Treasurer’s Financial Report
and a look ahead to our plans for 2018. After the business of the meeting was
completed we all sat down to a lovely buffet supper and social evening to celebrate
another successful year for the Society.

Our first meeting of 2018 is on Friday, 9th February and will feature Nigel Philips
with an illustrated talk on “Garden Design”. Nigel is very experienced, having
designed gardens all over the south east since 1981, so we are looking forward
to an interesting evening. 

On Friday, 9th March, Darren Everest will be giving us a talk on Sweet Peas. This
should interest a lot of our members, particularly those who grow sweet peas for
our shows. We have had Darren before speaking on Dahlias and he is a very
knowledgeable and practical gardener.

This brings us to our first show of the year – our Spring Show on Saturday, 7th
April when we hope to have our usual colourful display of spring flowers and
vegetables. This show is judged by members’ ballot and while the results are being
collated, Barry Newman will be giving us some timely advice on “Vegetable
Growing”. Barry is a former chairman of the National Vegetable Society and an
excellent speaker.

Our normal monthly meetings are held in the Jennings Hall and start at 8pm, but
the shows are held in the Community Centre where we have more space.

If you would like to join our Society, or find out more about it, please contact me,
Alan Reynolds, Membership Secretary, on 01342 833 155.
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Down on the Allotment: Playing a round of
Raspberry Russian Roulette! 
The turkey leftovers have gone, the discarded Christmas tree stands forlornly on
the patio ready to be chopped up and secreted into the brown recycling bin, and
even the Christmas nuts have been cracked opened. Welcome to the New Year!
It’s early January, and my best laid plans of using the Christmas break to clear
the allotment (ready for the season ahead) have already fallen foul of the weather.
I did however manage an afternoon clearing the raspberry canes, something that
is always a guessing game. There are two types of raspberry, summer fruiting and
autumn fruiting.
Summer raspberries fruit on last year’s growth, while autumn ones fruit on
the current year’s growth. Mistakenly cutting down the summer fruiting canes
now means no raspberries until 2019! I wish I’d cut them down when I could
still remember which canes were which, rather than waiting until they are all
identical brown sticks. Vicious things too! I’ve noticed the birds have also
been watching the weather forecasts. At every mention of storm Eleanor
they gathered menacingly around my brassica beds, waiting for the netting
to fly off so that they can reduce my plants to lace. Think Alfred Hitchcock,
minus Rod Taylor and Tippi Hedren, and featuring fat pigeons instead of seagulls.
So, the weather means we start the year with some indoor sowing. In January I
sow my exhibition onions, although I suspect last year I was the victim of a
packaging error. The picture showed huge, unblemished onions that could win
any show in the country – the end result yielded far less impressive examples that
made me want to cry (without even slicing them).  
In February and March I’ll be sowing chillies and tomatoes in the greenhouse,
where they will be cosseted in a heated environment until the end of May. I have
a little competition with friends as to who can get the first tomato, with plenty of
pictures of developing green fruit whizzing back and forth among us. 
This is also the prime time to start brassicas, cabbages, kale and cauliflowers –
all the superfoods that will keep us healthy and those pesky pigeons on alert. The
nets will need maintaining, the weeds will get entangled in them and every time I
walk past I’ll snag my tools. If it wasn’t for the fact that these crops are so healthy
then I don’t think I’d bother.
And then comes along April, the month where finally I can sow things outside. I’ll
plant potatoes, French beans, runner beans, courgettes and sweet corn. The plot
will quickly fill up, and we’ll start to feel warmth in the sun at long last. Back home,
the tomato competition winner ready to claim future victory, the greenhouse will
now be burgeoning with far too many tomato plants. From the inactivity of winter
to all systems go in just three months – I’m going to need those greens! 
Adrian Colombini, January 2018
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Local news
round up 
East Surrey Dial-a-Ride
doesn’t come to
Lingfield 
A new accessible minibus
service – seemingly serv-
ing the whole district and
launched in April last year
– does not come as far
south as Lingfield,CN has
discovered after ringing
01883 732 791, the num-
ber quoted online for in-
formation and bookings.
If you think this is unac-
ceptable, and would like
to know why, please send
us your thoughts and views,
and we’ll publish and pass
them on. Let’s get Dial-a-
Ride down here! 

The Old Cage will be a
Tesco store, confirms
the retailer 
Lingfield’s The Old Cage,
formerly a pub, is set to be
redeveloped into a small
Tesco convenience store,
reported GetSurrey in early
January, with an opening
scheduled for the late
spring of 2018. 
“We are looking forward to
opening a store and serv-
ing customers in Lingfield,”
said a Tesco spokesman,
as reported on the website. 

“We appreciate the history
of the site and are working
closely with the local con-
servation officer at the
council to ensure we are
sympathetic to the existing
features of the building. We
hope to open the store in
late spring and will update
people locally nearer the
time.” 
The Grade-II listed building
closed almost three years
ago, initially for a period of
refurbishment and then to
reopen as larger gastro
pub.
“It’s nothing but a good thing
that after years of uncer-
tainty we will no longer
have the site looking
derelict,” said Vivien
Hepworth, vice chair of
Lingfield Parish Council.
“It’s bad for the whole village
to have the place rotting
away but it’s a signal that
Lingfield is open for busi-
ness.” 

Word-renowned
Soprano opens
Lingfield College’s
Performing Arts Centre
Lingfield College was de-
lighted to officially open
the brand new Performing
Arts Centre last November,
with the guest of honour
being renowned soprano,
Susan Bullock CBE, who
captivated the audience

with ‘Somewhere Over the
Rainbow’ and Puccini’s ‘O
Mio Babbino Caro’. 
The Performing Arts
Centre is offering an in-
dustrious and stimulating
environment which befits
all the Music and Drama
pupils at Lingfield, wher-
ever their talent lies. 

Lingfield residents vote
for CCTV to combat
vandalism 
CCTV cameras could be
installed in certain locations
around Lingfield after spate
of vandalism and theft in-
cident in the village, re-
ported GetSurrey in early
January. 
Lingfield Parish Council
put out surveys to the re-
gion’s 3,500 residents in
December, with a small
majority found to be in
favour of installing the cam-
eras. 
Initially the council were
looking to install six cam-
eras, but that was later re-
duced to just three. 
“We have had more people
who live in the centre of
the village support it but
there seems to be only half
that are in favour, not be-
cause they don’t agree with
it but that they would strug-
gle to afford the rise in our
precept for one year to in-
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stall them,” said John Cole,
chairman of Lingfield
Parish Council, as reported
by GetSurrey. 

East Grinstead
foodbank continues to
support local needs 
East Grinstead foodbank
has reminded the local
community that it has now
changed the service of-
fered to Lingfield clients.
Following an extended trial
period and volunteer feed-
back, it no longer operates
from the Community
Centre as it can better sup-
port the local need in dif-
ferent ways.
If you, or someone you
know, face a crisis and
cannot afford to buy food,
foodbank vouchers are
available from: Lingfield
Surgery, Lingfield Primary
School, St Piers SureStart,
Oxted & East Grisntead
Citizens Advice, St Peter
& St Paul Parish Church,
Tandridge District Council
(Housing Dept), Tandridge
Locality team, Parashoot/
Raven Housing trust, and
Affinity Sutton. 

Details of other voucher
holders can be found at
www.eastgrinstead.food-
bank.org.uk or contact the
foodbank manager on
07983 209 940. 

Come and grow your
own at The Pollards
allotments
Food prices are on the up
so why not grow your own!
Join us at the The Pollards
allotments on Saturday,
17th March 10am to 12
noon, and come and have
a look round and see what
is involved. 
Plots are £25 per year. It’s
hard work but keeps you
active and the results are
both delicious and nutri-
tious!
This site is leased to
Lingfield Parish Council
and provides 34 allotments
which are shared between
Lingfield and Dormansland
residents.
An informal Yahoo group
has been created by one
of the plot holders at The
Pollards and this can be
accessed from
http://groups.yahoo.com/gr
oup/pollards-allotment/.
Call us on 01342 835 557,
or email us as lingfield-
pc@gmail.com. 

Tandridge district
residents are top
recyclers
Residents of Tandridge
have helped boost the dis-
trict recycling rate to 62%,
over the past year, which
includes 33% mixed recy-
cling from blue lidded
wheelie bins, 20% garden
waste from brown wheelie
bins and 9% food waste
from green caddies.
According to the latest gov-
ernment figures for 2016-
2017, Tandridge District
Council came 18th out of
227 councils which collect
recycling in the UK, and
5th among the 11 Surrey
district and borough coun-
cils. 

Tandridge Befriending
Scheme needs your
help 
The Befriending Scheme
is a local service run by
Tandridge Voluntary Action
(TVA). Volunteers are re-
cruited to visit local people
to provide them with com-
panionship. 
Befrienders usually visit for
about an hour a week at a
mutually convenient time.
Visits usually involve a chat
and a drink, but some be-
frienders are able to take
their client out.
If you think Befriending
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could be for you, and if
you’re interested in volun-
teering with the scheme
please contact the Oxted
Volunteer Centre with an
email to oxtedvc@tva.org.uk,
or call 01883 715 785. 

Man charged with store
breaks-ins  
Darren Gartell, 36, has
been charged in connec-
tion with several burglaries
at convenience stores in
Hurst Green and Lingfield
in December last year, and
is due to appear at
Guildford Crown Court on
February 8th. In all incidents,
cigarettes were taken from
the shops.

Person dies at Dormans
Station in January,
treated as non-
suspicious
A person was killed after
being hit by a Victoria-
bound passenger service
near Dormans Station on
January 14th, in the early
afternoon, reported the
Kent Live website.
“Officers were called to the
line, close to Dormans
Railway Station,
Dormansland, on Sunday,
January 14th, after a report
that a person had been
struck by a train,” said a
British Transport Police
spokesman.

“Officers from the BTP and
Surrey attended the inci-
dent, which was reported
to BTP, and it is currently
being treated as non-sus-
picious,” said the
spokesman. The person
was pronounced deceased
at the scene.

New affordable rented
council homes for
Bletchingley residents
The first tenants of
Tandridge District Council’s
brand-new homes in
Bletchingley have moved
in. This development, in
Cleves Way, of four one-
bed flats, four two-bed
houses and two three-bed
houses will provide afford-
able rented accommoda-
tion for local residents.
A legal agreement is in
place, ensuring only
households with a strong
local connection to the vil-
lage have been considered
when allocating the homes,
which means local people
currently unable to afford
market rents can remain
living in the village.

The RH7 History Group
exhibition on local
impact of WW1
The RH7 History Group of-
fers a “Farewell to Arms?”
an exhibition from Sunday
27th May to Sunday, 3rd

June at Lingfield and
Dormansland Community
Centre.
Following two years re-
search and with the help
of many local families this
comprehensive exhibition
will look at the effect of the
First World war on the local
area from the Armistice in
November 1918 and into
the 1920s.
We will tell some of the
stories of the families
whose men who came
back and those who didn’t.
We will show how national
events and attitudes were
reflected locally.

National Gardens
Scheme, Open Days at
The Garth, Lingfield
This year The Garth is plan-
ning to open its grounds
on 5thMay from 4-6pm, and
6th May, from 2-6pm, for
the National Gardens
Scheme. Admission will be
£5 with children free and
tea and cakes are available
as before.
Parking can be found at
Gun Pit Road car park in
Lingfield, but a small num-
ber of spaces for disabled
visitors will be available at
Barge Tiles, on Newchapel
Road.



27

Your Letters
CCTV in the village: Still many questions to answer
Dear Community News,

Regarding the council’s notice to residents to enquire whether support
would be given to the proposition to install CCTV in vulnerable public
locations around the village – and the additional costs that this will
incur in the council tax – I find it surprising that so little information has
been given on this point. 

There is no mention as to the proposed location of these CCTVs, or
the quantity of CCTVs recommended. There is also no mention as to costs of
installation or maintenance and whose responsibility it will be for downloading
pertinent images gathered. 

Because no information has been provided as to what these vulnerable public
locations are I suspect that the council is targeting areas which may be the subject
of antisocial behaviour and areas that may attract certain criminal behaviour in
the town centre. Residents, therefore, may be unwittingly reassured that their
homes, streets and neighbourhoods will be safer through the installation of CCTV. 

Without further information, I cannot see how any residents could possibly
comment on the merits of this enterprise and whether a further £24-£36 per annum
for an average property is a good use of taxpayer’s money. 

Nicola Calnan.  

Gun Pit Road parking: Just the ticket? If only it was
Dear Community News, 

I called into Gun Pit car park on Friday, 5th January to collect a prescription from
the chemist to find a queue of eight local residents, mainly elderly, who were
having a devil of a time trying to work out how the machine delivered a free parking
ticket – it’s not obvious. 
I gather a similar size queue waited patiently for their turn on the day before, this
time in the pouring rain. Lingfield Parish council had not even been given notice
that the new machine was to be installed.
I believe I am right in saying that East Grinstead town council disposed of their
vehicle number-plate recognition ticket machine a while ago, for the very reason
that these machines are hard to operate.

Yours, 
Chris D’Avray



NOTE: We’ve reproduced below a copy of the letter recently sent by Mr
D’Avray to the Chief Executive of Tandridge District Council, Louise
Round, regarding the installation of the new pay-and-display
machines. 

Louise Round, Chief Executive,
Tandridge District Council

East Street
Oxted, Surrey, 

RH8 0BD
Dear Chief Executive,

I am writing to you in response at the total waste of tax payers money.

Yesterday I used Gun Pit Road car park to find at least three workmen with two or
three contractor’s vehicles, digging up the electric cables and removing the old pay-
and-display machine.

Today, I used this car park again to find a brand-new pay-and-display machine with
state-of-the-art car registration identification.

Considering that the great majority of users to Lingfield take advantage of the three
hours free parking, the introduction of an expensive new pay machine, together
with the labour to install it, would appear to be a sledgehammer to crack a peanut. 

With ever stretched council budgets this seems to be a ludicrous waste of scare
taxpayers’ resources.

As a regular user of these car parks, would it not have been more sensible to
introduce a simple one-off purchase time card, similar to that used by disabled
drivers, that could be obtained at local retail outlets at a nominal fee, which would
prove when residents have parked and the duration of their stay?

As a local rate payer, I am disgusted at the waste of my council tax.
Yours sincerely, 

Chris D’Avray. 

NOTE: CN has been given some information regarding acquiring tickets for the free
parking. Apparently, when the machine asks for payment, don’t pay if you’re
intending to stay for less than three hours. Press the button to receive a ticket, and
place it on your car.
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Remembrance 2017 Poppy Appeal raises almost £6,000
Dear Community News, 

My grateful thanks go to all the many people, businesses, schools,
army cadets, clubs and societies of Lingfield that gave their time and
support to the November 2017 Poppy Appeal.

We raised a total of £5818.26.

I am always looking for new volunteers for this worthy cause. If you
would like to join the team to help collect or raise money individually,
please do contact me by calling my mobile phone 07775 888 758.

Thank you all again, 
Deborah Major, Poppy Appeal Organiser. 

Another great (and busy) year for Wildlife A&E 
Dear Readers,

We’ve had yet another busy year hear at Wildlife A&E, and as we move into 2018
I would like to thank you for your continued support and donations. 

This last year we have had 462 patients admitted into the hospital, about two thirds
of these were released back into the wild.

We also managed to raise enough funds to replace two of our aviaries which are
falling apart. Preparation work for these will be starting soon as soon as we can
get a work party together. 

If you would like to receive our quarterly newsletter, please email
wildlifeaande@gmail.com, and our emergency numbers for injured wildlife are
07709 574 665, 07767 058 727, or 07746 336 966. 

Kind regards, 
Debbie, Wildlife A&E

A Thank you to CN
Thank you for including something about our Christmas Fair in the Lingfield
Community News.  It is a really good way of reaching the local community and
we have had quite a bit of interest from your publication. 

Pam Fox, Publicity, Cancer Research UK
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LINGFIELD MARATHON MINIBUS COMMITTEE 
Reg Charity No.287788 

Phone 01342 870261                                                      E-mail; mike.bidbury@btinternet.com 
 

27th Annual Quiz Night 
 

You are invited to enter a team in the Annual Victoria Sports & Social Club quiz night to raise funds for the 
Lingfield Marathon Community Minibus. Last year the winners were General Ponder’s Think Tank led by Sue 
Fox who took the trophy for the 3rd year in a row. In 2nd place came Redhill Raiders led by Stewart 
Holland who have won the trophy seven times in the past but haven’t done so well in recent years. In 
3rd place came Quizteam Aguilera led by David Pearl who always seems to get in the first three places 
and were runners up last year. In 4th place came Simple Minds led by Joanne Powell who has changed 
the team name from previous years. The evening was enjoyed by all and thanks go to the quizmaster 
Brian Wilkins as well as Kevin Staples for providing the music round questions. Thanks also to the 
Victoria Sports & Social Club for providing the hall free of charge. The sum of £727 was raised to 
support the Minibus. Over the 26 years of this event a total of £11816.35 has been raised to keep the 
Community Minibus on the road. 

This year the quiz will be held on Friday 6th April 2018 
 

Venue; Main Hall at the Victoria Sports & Social Club RH7 6AA 
 

Assemble from 7.30 for 8pm start. 
 

Teams of maximum 6 persons per table 
 

Quizmaster Brian Wilkins 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Entry form 2018.  
We enclose cheque for £24 payable to ‘Lingfield Marathon Minibus’ 
 
TEAM NAME……………………………….................. 
 
Contact name………………………………........................... 
 
Address………………………………........................................................... 
 
………………………………............................................................................ 
 
Telephone number………………………………........ 
 
E- mail………………………………........................... 
 
Return to Michael Ellis, Bidbury House, Hollow Lane, East Grinstead RH19 3PS 
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Managing our new meadow
We’ve had great success in recent years introducing
more kinds of wildflowers on the reserves by sowing
seeds along the many ditches which have been dug in Bloomers field. They have
developed into magnets for butterflies and other insects. When we decided to dig
our latest newt pond, we saw it as an opportunity to do more. 
We made use of the excavated subsoil and spread it next to the pond to create a
level area which would be easy to mow and maintain in the future. The poor soil
is ideal for wild flowers as it means the grasses will be less vigorous and other
plants can compete better. We sowed the new bare banks with a variety of seed
collected locally including common spotted orchid, betony, Devil’s-bit Scabious
and many others, including the extravagantly named corky fruited water dropwort
which also grows in Beacon Field.
Creating a meadow is a long-term project. Germination of seeds can take many
years and young plants may need to grow on for a long time before they are big
enough to flower. The new meadow has only had two growing seasons but has
grassed over very quickly. We need to be patient and help the meadow establish
in these early years. You may have noticed that in addition to the annual hay cut,
the grass has been cut very short. This is intended to allow more light into the
sward to assist germination and seedling growth. The cuttings have also been
removed as far as possible, so they do not rot down and add to the soil fertility.
Wild flowers have already begun to appear in this area. Surprisingly some were
not sown by us nor are they found elsewhere in Bloomers Field. We must assume
that the seed was lying dormant in the soil or introduced in some other way. One
of these plants is oxeye daisy, which appears to be forming extensive drifts
already and we are looking forward to seeing them in flower next June.
This year will be the third growing season for this new meadow and we are hopeful
of finding signs of it beginning to mature. With luck, the wild flowers will flower
well and attract unusual butterflies like Dingy, Small and Essex Skippers and
Brown Argus, all of which have been recorded in the nearby ditches. Maybe our
growing population of the beautiful common blue butterfly will continue to increase
and colonise it too.
Come and join our work parties, which are generally the last Sunday in the
month from 10am to 12noon, meeting by the allotments just off Vicarage Road.
Sundays: January 28th, February 25th, March 25th & April 29th 2018. 
There are tasks for all and families are welcome. Please wear old clothes and
bring gloves and garden tools if possible. 
Visit our website at www.lingfieldreserves.org.uk or email:
enquiries@lingfieldreserves.org.uk
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Lingfest returns for 2018
After the phenomenal success of last year's event,
Lingfest returns to Lingfield on Saturday 14th July.
Lingfest – a party in the park – is a very special one
day event for local residents of all ages to enjoy, held at Jenners Field in the centre
of Lingfield. Read on for some of the changes made to the event this year:

Tickets
Lingfest remains a not-for-profit local event, however, there will be a charge for
some tickets this time as there are fewer grants available to us.

Adults will pay just £5 for a ticket; tickets for children under 16 and OAPs
will be FREE (no tickets needed for babies up to 2 years). 

The ticket release date and more ticket information will be announced on Lingfest's
official website and social media, and via the Lingfield Parish Clerk's office.  

Main Stage: band line-up
Headlining the event will be Into the Blue, who perform
disco, pop, rock, reggae and ballads. Other bands for
2018 include: Harry Spadge, rock n roll classics; 
The Swinghearts, a forties style close harmony trio; 
Far Cry, American Rock; Red Butler, award winning
Blues/Rock; and there's still more to be announced!

NEW for 2018: Meridian Introduces... Stage
107 Meridian FM – your local community radio station – will be running the
Meridian Introduces… stage. They'll be auditioning a number of rising local stars
over the next month and then showcasing the cream of the crop at Lingfest!

There will also be plenty of opportunity to perform live on Meridian FM in the run-
up to Lingfest and throughout the summer. If you're an up-and-coming or aspiring
local band or solo artist who would like to take part, please contact
richard@meridianfm.co.uk

Volunteers
Lingfest wouldn't have been the success it was without the amazing volunteers
who helped last year. We need you, so will you join the volunteer team for 2018? 

For the latest news and more information visit the official website lingfest.uk
Contact  info@lingfest.uk or Fay Elwood on parishclerk@lingfieldpc.fsnet.co.uk
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Lingfield Parish Council News
The Old Cage Public House
Work has recommenced on the refurbishment of this
wonderful old building. We understand that it will reopen as a Tesco Express in
late Spring.

Allotments
There are still a number of plots available at the Pollards site in Newchapel Road.
Now is the time to get your application into the Parish Clerk. There is also one
vacancy at Centenary Fields.

Gun Pit Road car park
Over the holidays a new ticket machine has been installed. This requires details
of your car registration number to be entered. You will then be asked to pay by
cash or card. Ignore this and press the green button twice. You will then be issued
with a parking ticket for three hours free parking. 

Neighbourhood Plan
The writing up of the draft report is now in its final stages prior to being submitted.
This has certainly been a long and complicated piece of work and our thanks are
given to the volunteers who have spent many hours over this.

CCTV Cameras
At an extra-ordinary meeting of the Parish Council was held on Tuesday 9th
January, and members decided not to increase the precept to pay for CCTV
cameras. Whilst there were twice as many people in favour of the idea as against
it, it was clear that the increase would bring hardship to those people on a fixed
income. We haven’t dismissed the possibility of installing CCTV but will explore
other ways to fund it.

Call 101
We have been made aware that police presence in the village in increased when
incidents are reported. If you experience petty crime, vandalism or anti-social
behaviour, please make sure you report it by calling 101. If a situation is urgent or
threatening you should call 999.

Ronald Palmer
It is with sadness that we report that one of our former Chairmen, Ron Palmer,
died just before Christmas. He served the village along with his wife Fran, for two
terms from 2003 until 2011. They then moved to the West Country to enjoy a well-
deserved retirement. Our thoughts and condolences are with the family.
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Building & Roofing Contractors
• HOME EXTENSIONS
• CONVERSIONS
• ALL GENERAL BUILDING WORK

UNDERTAKEN
• PLASTERING
• GARDEN WALLS & PATIOS

Eden Cottage, Stick Hill, Cowden, Kent, TN8 5NL
Tel / Fax: 01342 850728

Email: wj.martin@btconnect.com
www.wjmartin.co.uk

            

ESTABLISHED OVER 150 YEARS

HEAD & SOUTHON
COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL BUILDING CONTRACTORS

ALL TYPES OF BUILDING WORK
GENERAL MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS

DECORATING PLUMBING
SMALL JOBS VERY WELCOME

18 EAST GRINSTEAD ROAD, LINGFIELD, SURREY, RH7 6EP

TELEPHONE: 01342 833833 EMAIL headandsouthon@supanet.com
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Dormansland Parish Council
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Please note all Dormansland Parish Council meetings have moved to a new
venue and from January 2018 will be held in The Parish Rooms, The Platt,
Dormansland, RH7 6RA. The next meeting of Dormansland Parish Council will
be held on Wednesday, 7th February 2018 in The Parish Rooms at 7.30pm. If there
are any issues you may wish to bring before the Council, you are very welcome
to attend. 
The Parish Council wishes to thank Adam Neill and his son Harvey for all their
hard work in organising and putting up the Christmas tree on the green at
Newhache. 
Please note that the salt box along the station footpath has been left unlocked for
residents to use during icy conditions. The Snow Angels are still on standby but
residents are encouraged to use this salt box when necessary.
It has been brought to the attention of DPC that cars are parking directly in front
of the new build-outs located outside Potters Stores. This is causing an obstruction
and making the build-out difficult to identify. Please could we ask drivers to be
mindful when parking along this part of the village. 
Lisa Liggins, Parish Clerk T: 01732 866 149 
E: dormansclerk@outlook.com www.dormansland.org.uk

Valerie Miller 
Further sad news is that Valerie Millar passed away in December. She had been
on the parish council for many years and kept all her fellow councillors supplied
with fresh eggs during all this time. 

She will perhaps best be remembered for her work in all types of weather standing
in the High Street collecting for her favourite charity, the RNLI. Our thoughts and
condolences are with her family.

We also take this opportunity to wish our residents a happy and successful New
Year and to thank you all for your help and suggestions over the last twelve
months.

Contact details:
Parish Clerk: Mrs Fay Elwood, Lingfield and Dormansland Community Centre,
High Street, Lingfield, Surrey RH7 6AB
T: 01342 835 557
E: lingfieldpc@gmail.com www.lingfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Crowhurst Parish News
Forthcoming meetings of the Parish Council are on:
Monday 19th February 2018 (Planning)
Monday 19th March 2018
Monday 16th April 2018 (Planning and AGM)
Crowhurst residents are always welcome to attend the meetings, held at 19:30
in the Village Hall and can contribute to a 15 minute open session prior to the
formal meeting starting.

Crowhurst Community Clean-up
An increase in litter being thrown from cars and also fly tipping has resulted in our
countryside being used as a litter bin and the need to have a regular clean up.
The annual Crowhurst Community clean-up is taking place on 17th March 2018
where volunteers will be cleaning up the roads and ditches across the Parish.
Litter pickers and bags will be provided to all volunteers, please come along and
help to keep our countryside beautiful.

Reverse Advent Calendar
Several members of the community participated in a reverse advent calendar
facilitated by the Parish Council and donated a food item for each day of advent
in aid of the local food bank.  Our contribution was very gratefully received – thank
you to all those who participated.  

Crowhurst Neighbourhood Plan
The release of the draft Crowhurst Neighbourhood Plan, which aims to safeguard
our beautiful rural environment for future generations, has been delayed in its
release to the Parish for comment, in order to make further amendments.  The
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group are keen to ensure that the plan, when
presented to the Parish, represents fully the feedback received and is able to be
easily used as a reference tool in any future planning applications.  We hope to
be ready to release the draft plan to the Crowhurst community within the next 3
months.  Following feedback we have secured the Village Hall and Field as assets
of community value and are very proud to share this news with the community.

Crowhurst - History continued
There is evidence of fairly substantial change over the years in the road layouts
in the parish.  The main road from the church to Ardenrun would have gone
straight past Crowhurst Place, but was changed due to the power and influence
of the residents at the time and is now not even a footpath.  
The railways had little impact on the roads within the Parish; Caterfield Lane
twisted just as much long before the 19th century.  A few more roads have
completely disappeared, some parts of which remain as footpaths.
We will share more of our history and traditions in future editions of CN.  
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New this Spring..
As we wrap up warm against the winter chills we are busy
planning an exciting programme of events for the coming year.
Film and Theatre
Our monthly film club, Flix in the Stix, continues to draw good audiences and
offers a friendly, local cinema experience right on your doorstop. We have four
new films lined up for Spring.
Hampstead – 11th February, 3.30pm. The story of an American widow who finds
love with a man living wild on Hampstead Heath, as developers move in to
destroy his home.
Going in Style – 11th March, 3.30pm. Starring Morgan Freeman and Michael
Caine as lifelong pals who risk it all by embarking on a daring bid to get revenge
on the bank that absconded with their money. 
I, Daniel Blake – 8th April, 7.30pm. Having suffered a heart-attack, a 59-year-
old carpenter must fight the bureaucratic forces of the system in order to receive
Employment and Support Allowance.
Their Finest – 13th May, 7.30pm. Comedy set in 1940 and starring Gemma
Atherton as a newly appointed scriptwriter for propaganda films who joins the
cast and crew of a major production while the Blitz rages around them. Tickets
are just £5 available from the centre office or Robert Leech Estate Agents in the
High Street. Come along early for tea and home-made cakes which are served
before each performance.
Another date for your diary is Sunday, 29th April when we welcome back Pitchy
Breath Theatre to perform two short plays The Truth and The Flats. Tickets
£10 from the centre office.

Defibrillator Training
You may have noticed that the Community Centre now has a
public defibrillator on the outside wall. These devices are becoming
a familiar sight in our towns and villages and can be life-savers
when dealing with a cardiac arrest. 
We will be holding a training session at the Community Centre on Wednesday,
21st March at 6pm where you can learn basic cardiac arrest first aid and how to
use the defibrillator. The session is open to all and will be presented by local
campaigner, Steve Morris, whose own life was saved because there was a
defibrillator nearby. So why not come along – you never know when you may
need these potentially life-saving skills. To book your place, call the centre office
on 01342 833 893 or email enquiries@lingfieldcentre.org. 
For further information on any of the above events or for room hire enquiries,
please contact Claire or Karil in the centre office.
T: 01342 833 893 E: enquiries@lingfieldcentre.org W: www.lingfieldcentre.org
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Lingfield Community Library Poetry
Competition: Animal magic, and the best of
the beasts
To celebrate National Poetry Day on 28th September, Lingfield Community Library
arranged a children’s poetry competition, with an animal theme. There were two
categories: years 1-3 and years 4-6, with a total of 38 entries. 
Prizes were awarded for the winners in each category and for the runners-up.
Here’s a selection of the entries:
Kittens, by Chloe, Year 1
Kittens are so cheeky.
I like it when they purr.
They are very sneaky
They have soft fur.
Even when they are naughty
Nobody loves them
As much as me.
King of the Jungle, by Dylan, Year 3
Two big eyes
Four quick feet
Twenty razor sharp claws
Running, hunting, protecting
Golden carnivore
One long tail
Thirty red teeth
One furry mane
Scary, vicious, bold
Tough and angry
Like a piece of the boiling hot sun.
Golden Lioness, by Alyssa, Year 4
I’m a golden lioness, see my fur,
hear me roar, hear me purr.
When it comes to night I will wait and see,
How many animals I will hunt for my tea.
Eenie, meenie, minee moe,
when I pounce down you’ll go.
I eat zebra, buffalo, antelope and more,
After I’ve eaten you’ll hear me roar.
Gulp! The Cheetah’s Eaten Me!, by
Amelia, Year 4
I see something graceful, sleek and fast
with fur that looks like swaying grass.
It’s coming through the grass so quick,
its body is beautiful and slick.

Now it’s coming closer with tear mark eyes.
I’m sure it’s going to get the meaty prize.
But who’s the prize? Let’s wait and see….
Oh gosh… Oh no… I think it’s… (gulp) ME!
You Won’t Believe What I Saw Last
Night, by Joe, Year 5
You won’t believe what I saw last night.
The horrific homework hyena,
finding itself ways to make itself seem
endless,
or the grumpy maths equipment ants,
moaning about how they never get used.
You won’t believe what I saw last night.
The pompous pen parrots,
bullying the poor pencil pigs
or the contemptible tray turtles,
telling the secrets of what’s inside them. 
You won’t believe what I saw last night.
The gleaming globe goats,
rolling about the catastrophically untidy
carpet,
or the disgusting display pin porcupine,
popping the innocuous football. 
If you don’t believe me 
you won’t be prepared for the terrible 
Teacher Tarantula!
King of the Savannah, by Thomas, Year 3
Two flapping ears, which blow in the wind.
Thirty razor dagger teeth, which are as red
as rubies.
Two blazing eyes, which blaze in the sun.
Two eyebrows which are as sharp as
swords when they growl.
Four sets of rippling claws that kill.



Lingfield Community Library 
The Guest House, Vicarage Road

www.surreycommunity.info/lingfieldcommunitylibrary

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 2pm-5pm

Thursday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-4pm

Free membership includes WiFi and 
computer access 

Programme of events and features:

Rhyme Time for Tinies, 11.00-11.30am Thursday

Story Time for 4 -7s, 3.30-4.00pm Thursday

Their roar is as loud as two metal bin lids
bashing.
Their fur is as golden as the sun.
They are as tough as seven brick walls
glued together.
Their mane is as furry as one hundred
clouds altogether
They are King of the Savannah.
The Lazy Lion, by Lydia, Year 5
In a jungle there lived a lion. 
This lion was lazy.
In a jungle there lived a lioness. 
This lioness was lazy.
The lion tried to roar but he could only
yawn,
So the lioness kept laughing.
He tried to swipe but could only stretch,
So the lioness kept laughing.
He tried to give an evil stare but could only
shut his eyes,
So the lioness kept laughing.

He went to bite but could only snore,
So the lioness kept laughing.
He rose to his feet but only fell back down,
So the lioness kept laughing.
Then he fell back to sleep with all the
effort,
So the lioness kept laughing.
Hedgehog, by Louisa, Year 6
Tiny little legs,
a conker coloured face,
a nose like a perfect sphere,
not a creature you should fear!
Spiky points on my back,
but not a shell at all,
I live among the crispy leaves,
And hibernate between the trees,
But I am NOT big!
As I roll into a ball,
my identity is revealed 
A Hedgehog
in an autumn field!
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YWI Dormansland: Friendship, tea,
coffee and cakes (and maybe even
some bees!) 
The YWI meets at The Parish Rooms at 8pm, usually on the second Tuesday of
the month. Over the past year we have enjoyed varied meetings featuring PIYO,
the Beachy Head Chaplaincy team, homeopathy, and tips on how to beat aging!
Not to mention a garden party and Christmas craft night. This year’s meeting
schedule is currently being planned and available on our website.

As well as our regular meetings, we also have two book groups, occasional craft
club, evening rambles and our own beehive that members can help with if
interested! We regularly get tickets for local and West End shows, organise other
social get-togethers and participate in the village carnival.

Our next meeting is Tuesday 13th February, an introduction to the WI and how
to get the most from your membership. It will be a lively evening and perfect for
new members to meet existing ones. 

We are a very friendly group and we always welcome new members – ladies of
course. First meeting is free! After that, annual membership is just £41 per year.
Where else could you get tea/coffee and cake and great company for £3.50?
Interested? 

If you would like any further information or would like to come along to a meeting,
please contact Mel Carter, our membership co-ordinator, on 07977 484 611.

Lisa Felton, President, ywidormansland@outlook.com, www.ywi.org.uk

No more Pond-dipping?
Sadly, we will not be running our regular pond-dipping
sessions this year because we do not have enough volunteers on the Lingfield
Nature Reserves to help with this activity. 

In previous years, sessions took place on a Sunday morning, once a month, from
March through to midsummer and all sorts of creatures were netted including our
rare Great Crested Newts.

We have the equipment; we have creatures in the ponds; we just do not have
enough leaders. If anyone is interested in picking up this particular baton, please
email: enquiries@lingfieldreserves.org.uk www.lingfieldreserves.org.uk
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Lingfield Evening WI: 
Come and join 2018’s activities
Have you thought about joining or visiting Lingfield Evening WI (LEWI)? We would
be delighted to welcome new members and visitors to enjoy our varied programme
for 2018.

We meet at the Jennings Hall (behind the Community Centre) in Lingfield on the
third Wednesday of each month at 8pm. We often have a speaker followed by an
opportunity to have a cup of tea or coffee and a chat before a short business
meeting, when members are updated on Surrey County Federation events and
news from the National Federation. 

Other activities such as walks, visits and games and craft evenings take place
between our monthly meetings.

In October, we really enjoyed Jane Ramsey’s entertaining and knowledgeable talk
‘Without Reserve – Tales From Behind the Scenes in the Antique Business’. 

We learned about some of the problems and pitfalls of being an antique dealer
and of the dangers of letting a ‘cold caller’ into our homes.

Other talks this year have included ‘Knole and the Sackvilles’ and ‘Rope making
in Felbridge’ and our Summer Social was a garden tour and buffet lunch at the
London Temple in Newchapel. 

Our Annual Meeting took place in November and over 30 members enjoyed our
Christmas Celebration in December.

Future meetings:
21st Feb – Walls within walls (Jane Gould)

21st March – Canine Partners (Pat Hewett)

18th April – Members’ Meeting – LEWI celebrating our 45th birthday 

We’re happy to welcome visitors to our meetings at the Jennings Hall (a small
fee will be charged). If you would like to learn more about LEWI ring 
Ann Stacey on 01342 832 988 or Jane Chitty on 01342 834 051.
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Felbridge and East Grinstead life savers
appeal for more volunteers
A group of life saving volunteers in Felbridge and East
Grinstead are appealing for more people to join them.
Volunteers from the area’s St John Ambulance adult unit attend
public events to provide first aid and help train other people in the community. The
unit, which meets every Monday evening in East Grinstead, would like more local
people aged over 18 to get involved and become a volunteer first aider.
“It’s a chance to learn the skills that can be the difference between a life lost and
a life saved,” said Unit Manager Justina Coote. “You get the opportunity to visit
lots of different places through providing first aid at a range of events, from a local
fete, to national events such as the London Marathon.”  No previous experience
is needed, full training will be given free of charge, and volunteering is flexible, so
people can give time in a way that suits them.
“Many volunteers say being part of St John Ambulance has changed their life,”
added Coote. “It’s a way to develop your own interests, learn new skills, meet new
people and visit new places, as well as putting something back into the community.”
If you are interested in applying for a volunteering role, please go to
www.sja.org.uk/volunteer/volunteer or call 0303 003 0101.

College of St. Barnabas – Employment Opportunities
Head Gardener – Permanent, Full Time 
Estate Manager – Permanent, Full Time

Due to the retirement of our current Head Gardener in early March, and our
current Estate Manager at the end of March, excellent opportunities have

arisen for the right candidates to join the College of St Barnabas.
Head Gardener: the role is to ensure the College grounds are presented to a

high standard and includes grass maintenance, weeding, growing vegetables and
flowers, and pruning etc. Knowledge of horticulture and the ability to safely

operate garden machinery is essential. Weed spray ticket would be an advantage. 
Employment will start early March. Closing date for applications is 5th February

2018, with interviews taking place on 8th and 9th February.
Estate Manager: the role includes Line Management responsibilities for all
maintenance and gardening matters, including the management of service
agreements, tendering and H&S matters, as well as carrying out minor

maintenance work as and when required. 
Commencement of employment will be late March 2018. Closing date for

applications is 15th Feb 2018 with interviews taking place on 22nd and 23rd Feb.
For a full job description visit www.st-barnabas.org.uk/job-opportunities/. 
To apply, send your CV and covering letter to Niki Blaho, either by email to
niki.blaho@collegeofstbarnabas.com or by post to College of St. Barnabas,

Blackberry Lane, Lingfield, RH7 6NJ.
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Lingfield Cricket Club 
We are now starting our preparations for the 2108 season. Our Junior
Developmemt programme gets underway on 20th January and the
senior nets start in early February. All at Lingfield College. New players, of all ages
will be very welcome.

We held our annual dinner and awards evening in early December at Konak
Restaurent in the village. Will Armstrong took the batting award, and Tom Driscoll
the bowling. Both players who started at the club while still at Lingfield Primary.
Ollie White who joined a couple of years later was the wicketkeeper of the year,
Will also won the catches trophy. Tyler Robertshaw became the yougest winner
of The Carol Babb, Clubperson of The Year award.

The 2017 season finished on a slightly disappointing note with the 1st XI finally
finishing 3rd in the Fuller Brewery Surrey County League for the fourth consecutive
year! They thus just, yet again, missed out on promotion to The Surrey
Championship. 

Our juniors however picked up plenty of silverwear winning numerous leagues,
festivals and cups across East Surrey and North Sussex. In fact we were the only
club in E. Surrey to be invited into the new elite Surrey Junior Invitation League
at two age groups.

We will again be running an All Stars Cricket Programme in the summer principally
aimed at 5 to 8 year olds.

At considerable expense, the club engaged professional specialists in the autumn
to carry out extensive work on the square at the Godstone Road ground. This
included removing the top layer of soil, re-laying, levelling, and seeding. It looks
a treat and the batsmen will be hoping for plenty of runs in 2018 and that elusive
promotion. We hold our AGM in early February. 

For further details about the club and the results visit www.lingfield.play-
cricket.com. Or contact Robert Mitchell on 01342 832 737

                 Advertise in 
Advertising rates and sizes can be found on our website

communitynewslingfield.co.uk
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Come join the Friends of the College of
St. Barnabas
The Friends of the College of St. Barnabas is a registered charity whose
objective is to help to supply those ‘extras’ that enhance life at the College
for the retired priests and their wives who have come to make the College their
home. These include social events such as visits, outings, entertainments with
invited speakers and soloists, and in-house parties.
We should welcome anyone interested in joining the committee or who might be
able to help with communications between the Friends and residents, and also
with general publicity. This would be a volunteer post and would not be
remunerable.
There are four committee meetings a year plus the AGM. Some members of the
Committee have specific roles but are willing to support occasions such as tea
parties, concerts and outings on a rotational basis. The more Committee members
we have the more the load is shared!
It is a pleasure to be involved with the College. You get to know the residents and
there is constant help and support from the College Staff in all departments. It is
a privilege to get to know so many people who have been in a ministry of service
all their lives. If you think that you might have some time to spare and live within
easy range of the College, please do get in touch and we can give you more
information. 
The Friends was formed in the 1980s, and restarted in 1992, all with the support
of local volunteers and has been continuous since then due to the invaluable
support of some very dedicated people.
The Friends will fund any special projects if requested by the residents, such as
the refurbishment of the seating in the common room. During the past year, the
Friends have contributed towards installation of the enhanced audio system
between the Chapel and the Nursing Wing Rooms (and also for the visual
extension between the Chapel and the Common Room on a screen) and most
recently with the TV screens of the residents in their rooms.
The Friends will, if requested, assist with accompanying residents to appointments
and provide transport for visits outside the College.
Cynthia Taylor, Chairman, cyntie.taylor@gmail.com
Mrs. Gilly Pollock, Secretary, gilly.bradley@hotmail.co.uk
The Friends of the Colledge of St. Barnabas, Blackberry Lane, Lingfield, Surrey, RH7 6NJ

T: 01342 870 260 E: collofstbarnabas@aol.com W: www.st-barnabas.org.uk
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The Big Listen at Lingfield Parish
Church
Our beautiful church is a really special part of our village,
and it’s not just for Sundays. We’d like to find new ways to
welcome more people in seven days a week, so that it serves our community as
well as possible. But we don’t just want to guess what would be good ideas. 
We want to hear from you – the people it’s for. What kind of things would you like
to see happening in church? If you haven’t been inside the building, or haven’t
been in for a long time, what would help you to feel welcome? 
Over the coming weeks, if you’ve got a minute, we’ll be listening carefully to what
you tell us in the pub, at the school gate, at the station, and round the village, and
we’ll have a church open morning on Saturday, April 21st to share some more
ideas – have a look at our publicity for further details. We’re all ears!
Meanwhile, it would be great to see you at any of our services in Lingfield or
Dormansland. Here are details of some of our special services. 
God bless, 
The Revd Kathryn Percival – Vicar of Lingfield & Dormansland
Mothering Sunday: 11th March: 9.30am (Lingfield) 10am (Dormansland)
Easter Eve: 31st March: 8pm (Lingfield) Easter Eve service followed by
fireworks and fizz
Easter Day: 1st April. Main Easter services at 9.30am (Lingfield) and 10am
(Dormansland)

WILLIAM BUCKWELL MEMORIAL ALMSHOUSES, LINGFIELD

NOTICE OF VACANCY
A residence has become available for a person or persons of limited means
who resides either within any of the Parishes of Lingfield, Dormansland,
Felbridge, Crowhurst or Horne, or in the London Borough of Lewisham.

Unit 6 is a one-bedroom terraced house over two floors, with an area of 
private garden to the rear. The minimum age for a resident is 60 years.

An application form can be obtained from:
Laura Jackson, 46 Saxbys Lane, Lingfield, RH7 6DN

Tel: 07887 503 250    Email: mrslaurajackson@gmail.com

Closing date for applications is 5th February, 2018.



Life and Loves of 5th Viscount Middleton:
the most wretched man in the world?

Monday, 12th March
Speaker: Mike Page, Surrey County Archivist

Visitors are welcome to attend (£2.50 per person). 
Venue: Lingfield and Dormansland Community Centre, Lingfield RH7 6AB 

Doors open 7.30pm, talk starts at 8pm. 
Felicity Pool, Secretary felicitypoo01@gmail.com 01342 832 519

Check our website www.rh7.org

What’s on locally

East Grinstead Choral Society

Mozart's Vespers & Coronation Mass
with Meridian Chamber Orchestra (leader George Clifford)

Saturday 10th March 7pm
Venue: St Mary the Virgin, Windmill Lane, East Grinstead RH19 2DS

Tickets : Adult £15, Student £8 from Bullfrog Music, Ship Street, East Grinstead
or visit www.egcs.co.uk

Music Memories
A fun and stimulating singing group 

designed for people with dementia and their carers
Every other Monday from 10:30am - 12 noon

5th & 19th February, 
5th & 19th March, 
9th & 23rd April, 

£3 per person - refreshments provided and carer goes free
Venue: Jennings Hall, Lingfield and Dormansland Community Centre
For more information: Michelle 07872 506 709 or Helen 01737 529 793
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Surrey Young Carers
Surrey Young Carers provide support for young
people up to age of 18 who live in Lingfield Surrey
who provide substantial regular care for a person in
their family. We provide opportunities to socialise
with others in the same position. 

All our support and interventions inform and guide carers  in the caring journey
and help then realise their aspirations. 

We run issue based groups and workshops, including fun activities to give
carers time out from caring and help reach their full potential. We also give
carers a chance to have their say and the things that affect them. 

To refer a young person to our service please visit our website 
www.surrey-youngcarers.org.uk to download an application form. 
For more information please call our office on 01483 568 269. 

The Woodhouse Centre

Spring Sale
Thursday, 15th March, 10am - 12 noon

Cakes - Collectables - Gifts - Raffle - Jewellery - Books - Fancy Goods 
Venue: Hoskins Road, Oxted RH8 9HT 

What’s on locally

Messy Church @ St John's, Dormansland
Last Tuesday of each month (term-time) 3:30-4:30 pm

in the Centenary Room
Please join us for Bible-based stories, games and crafts.

A snack is provided for all.
Children must be accompanied by an adult.

Please check www.stjohnsdormansland.org for exact dates.
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Supporting Fairtrade in Lingfield,
Dormansland and everywhere
Promoting Fair Trade for producers in the Developing World and Fairtrade for Local Producers
Best wishes for 2018 to All.
We left Community News readers in Autumn/Winter 2017, thinking about Stir Up
Sunday and the Christmas Pudding mix, our Fairtrade LD AGM, Fairtrade
Fortnight 2018, and other things.
So where to start - Must be the Christmas puddings, hopefully enjoyed by the 51
ladies and gentlemen makers and their relatives and friends. It was the third year
that SS Peter and Paul Church have added this venture to the traditional 'Stir up
Sunday' welcome to the church. It's a great event, put together by some volunteers,
who source the ingredients: Traidcraft Fairtrade dried fruits, apricots and dates,
spices, lemons, apples and more with a generous slug of rum or fruit juice. The
ingredients for each pudding were chopped and weighed and the liquid added –
the aroma was mmm…. magnificent – all ready for the makers arriving with their
bowls, to mix and stir, hopefully make a wish, and enjoy at Christmas. Not only
this, a profit of £300 was donated to Traidcraft Exchange (charity arm of Traidcraft)
for the Christmas Appeal, towards developing a co-operative for traditional highly
skilled craft weavers in Varanesi, India, whose livelihood has been threatened by
imports of cheap fabrics. Well done the pudding makers and volunteers! Hope to
see you again later in the year.
May we also tell you about a little Christmas event at Dormansland Primary
School? Not only did they have a lovely Nativity play, complete with chef, recipe
book and mixing bowl where all the characters - Santa, elves, reindeers, presents,
stars, shepherds, angels, others, music, baby and all, - you get the delightful
picture - were given a stir, but the littlest children made Fairtrade mini Christmas
cakes, iced with best wishes, for their mummies and daddies and others. It was
the loveliest Christmas present ever!
We are now looking forward to Fairtrade Fortnight, 26th Feb - 11th March, with the
theme 'Come on In'. This offers loads of scope for hospitality, in schools and with
local groups. We have Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Day) on 13th February with
pancakes that may be served with Fairtrade sugar, lemon or perhaps bananas
and chocolate; Valentine's Day with Fairtrade flowers, sweet servings and cards;
and Easter (1st April) celebrations with heavenly chocolate eggs. Many companies
make them but our favourites are from Fairtrade Divine (supporting the Ghanian
Fairtrade cocoa co-operative) and the Fairtrade Meaningful Easter Egg with
children's story book about Easter. We would be happy to offer Fairtrade
refreshments to schools and local groups - please email us at:
fairtrade.rh7@gmail.com. 
More information about products from www.fairtrade.org.uk
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Lingfield Surgery News: Bank
Holidays coming, so who’s
ready for electronic prescribing?
Electronic Prescribing
Have you experienced the frustration of forgetting to collect your prescription and
the surgery is closed for the weekend or Bank Holiday?

Patients can sign up for electronic prescribing (EPS) with the pharmacy of choice
and your prescription will be sent electronically as soon as approved by a GP. 

The repeat side of the prescription will still be attached to your medication ready
for your next order.

Patients can also order their medication online via the surgery website by signing
up to Patient Access which will allow you to order your medication at any time,
day or night 365 days of the year. Application forms are available at Reception.

Cancelling Appointments
Patients will have seen in the news the horrendous cost to the NHS of wasted
appointments. Please let us have your up-to-date mobile phone number and you
will receive a text reminder 24 hours before your appointment.

If you no longer require the appointment text back one word ‘CANCEL’ and our
clinical system will automatically cancel your appointment leaving it free for
another patient to book. Please do not reply with any other word than ‘CANCEL’
as it will not be recognised by the software and your appointment will remain
booked.

Patient Access will also allow you to book and cancel GP appointments at any
time of the day or night, 365 days of the year via the surgery website.

Easter Holiday 2018
The surgery will be closed on Friday, 30th March and Monday, 2nd April. Please
ensure that your prescription requests are submitted to the surgery by Friday, 23rd
March for processing before the holiday closure period. 

Caterham Dene will have GP appointments available during the holiday period
and the days and times will be available on our website and displayed inside and
outside of the surgery closer to Easter.

Lingfield Surgery 01342 836 327 www.lingfieldsurgery.nhs.uk
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New name, new year, more
chances for more volunteering 
Here we are at the start of another year, and there have
been a few changes! Tandridge Voluntary Service Council
has changed its name – to bring it up to date and more in
keeping with what we have to offer our local community. 

We will soon be launching our new website, www.tva.org.uk. Once the website
is launched, we will be promoting volunteer opportunities through this, so you will
be able to find local volunteering roles quickly, although for those who are
interested in going further afield, there will still be roles for you to consider too.   

Here are just a few of the volunteer roles that we are looking to fill right now:

Lingfield Community Library: there are many vacancies to fill, so if you have a
few hours to spare, why not come along and join the lovely group of volunteers
who continue to provide this valuable service to the community. Vacancies exist
for the following shifts: Saturday Morning: 10am to 1pm, Saturday Afternoon: 1pm
to 4pm, Thursday Morning: 10am to 1.30pm and possibly Friday Afternoon 2pm
to 5pm. If you would prefer to volunteer once every four weeks or more often, this
can be arranged. Full training is provided, and you can join in with the other
activities that the Library holds if you wish.

The Brigitte Trust: a charity that may not be so well known in our area, offering
emotional support and practical help at home to people and their families facing
cancer, MND, MS, heart and lung failure and other life-threatening illness. The
service, which has been available for thirty years, is free of charge and their
volunteers help in many ways, providing emotional support and a listening ear,
respite for carers, sitting with a family member whilst a carer takes a break,
transport to hospital appointments, shopping and trips out, and bereavement
support. If you would like to know more, try one of their “taster” sessions, with the
next being held on Thursday 22nd February 2018 at 10am to 12.30pm or Thursday
15th March 2018 at 10am to 12.30pm, with the early summer training course to
follow on Tuesdays from 19th April 2018 at 10am to 12.30pm for five weeks. This
role requires long-term commitment and availability each week for approximately
three hours.

Women’s Aid is looking for volunteers to be ambassadors in the community (both
female and male) for their “ask me” scheme. The role of ambassador has three
components: breaking the silence by talking about domestic abuse (whether over
a cup of coffee with friends, in the work place, or social media); raising awareness
and being able to give a better response to those who are facing domestic abuse;
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and signpost those suffering from domestic abuse to specialist support. A free,
two-day training course is being held in Oxted on the 14th & 15th March 2018 from
9.45am to 4pm (lunch provided). After training, the time commitment is as much
or as little as you can, but it will offer you a life skill and make you more aware of
domestic abuse in your community.

Lingfest 2018: yes, it will be back this year! If you would like to volunteer – let us
know and we will contact you nearer the time. Those who volunteered last year
really got into the swing of it.

Finally, if you are a Trustee of a charity, are you confident that you are up-to-date
with current legislation? TVA are holding a Trustee Training Session in Lingfield
on Wednesday, 18th April 2018 so this is a great opportunity for you to find out,
right on your doorstep.

Not quite what you had in mind, then don’t worry, please contact us anyway: 

Lingfield & Dormansland Volunteer Centre, Jennings Hall (Community Centre),
High Street, Lingfield RH7 6AB. 

E: lingfieldvc@tva.org.uk T: 01342 836 774

Bring in the Spring at Flower Club
Are you ready to warm up winter and bring in the spring with
flowers? Learn how to display flowers for every season – from a
supermarket bunch to beautiful bouquets – with lots of ideas and
plenty of floral inspiration for flower lovers and crafters of all ages.

26th Feb: Floral design demonstration ‘Floral Fantasia’ with Patricia Bashford 
24th Mar: Our hugely popular ‘Quiz Night and Supper’, with a cracking quiz

and homemade treats. Book now – everyone welcome, tickets £15. 
26th Mar: Floral design demonstration ‘Pots of Colour’ with Pat MacDonald 
23rd Apr: Floral design demonstration ‘For Art’s Sake’ with Rebecca Tiller

Members enjoy free floral demonstrations and free or subsidised workshops
and trips. If you’re a non-member, you’re always welcome to join in with
everything too, starting from just £5 for floral design demonstrations.

E: info@LingfieldFlowerClub.com T: Karil 01342 832 038
www.facebook.com/LingfieldFlowerClub
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Nichols & NicholsSolicitors
Sole practitioner: Zöe Nichols

High Street Practice originally established
in September 2006 as a mother 

and daughter partnership
Legal services offered by a 

friendly local Solicitor.
Suite 3, 157 Station Road East, 

Oxted RH8 0QE 
Tel: 01883 734 751

E-mail: zoen@nicholslaw.co.uk.
www.nicholslaw.co.uk

            
            

As independent financial advisers we provide solutions to your financial needs. 
We offer professional, friendly and expertly tailored financial advice. 

Our services include investment, retirement and pension advice as well as mortgage
advice and financial protection. 

To arrange a no charge initial meeting please contact us by phone or email or, if you
prefer, visit our office.

The Press, Mount Pleasant Road, Lingfield RH7 6BH 
01342 837412

admin@hearndenifa.com   www.hearndenassociates.co.uk

Independent Financial Advisers
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What’s the number? 
Emergency – fire, police, ambulance 999 or 112
Police (Surrey), non emergency 101
Health
• Lingfield Surgery (8:30am to 6:30pm) 01342 836 327
• NHS (out of hours service) 111
• Queen Victoria Hospital 01342 414 000
• East Surrey Hospital 01737 768 511
• Boots Chemist, Lingfield 01342 833 831
Utilities (Emergency numbers)
• Gas 0800 111 999
• Waste Water (Southern) 0330 303 0368
• Water (Sutton & East Surrey) 01737 772 000
• Electricity (UK Power Networks) 0800 316 3105
• Telephone – faults 0800 800 154
Transport – rail, air, bus, coach
• Gatwick Airport 0844 892 0322
• Heathrow Airport 0844 335 1801
• Lingfield Marathon Minibus 01342 870 261
• Tandridge Buses 4U 01372 204 540
• National Express Coaches 08717 818 181
• National Rail Enquiries 08457 484 950
Councils
• Tandridge District Council 01883 722 000
• Lingfield Parish Council Clerk: Fay Elwood 01342 835 557
• Dormansland Parish Clerk: Lisa Liggins 01732 866 149
• Surrey County Council 03456 009 009
• Surrey County Council Highways Emergency 0300 200 1003
Schools
• Lingfield Primary School 01342 832 626
• Dormansland Primary School 01342 832 359
• Oxted School 01883 712 425
• Lingfield College 01342 832 407
Others
• Citizens Advice Bureau 01883 715 525
• The Samaritans 08457 909 090 - 24 hours 

01737 248 444 - Reigate 
• Childline 0800 1111
• Lingfield Library 0300 200 1001
• Lingfield & Dormansland Community Centre 01342 833 893
• Lingfield & Dormansland Volunteer Centre 01342 836 774
• Young Epilepsy (NCYPE) 01342 832 243
• St Piers Sure Start Children’s Centre 01342 831 306
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Nimble Fingers
Feeling crafty? We enjoy a range of crafts including:

Knitting, Crochet, Sewing, Paper folding, Card making, and more
Fridays 2pm - 4pm

Jennings Hall, High Street, Lingfield, RH7 6AB
It’s £1 a visit which includes tea/coffee and a biscuit.

For further information contact Sheila Marsh 01342 832 617
Sheila-Marsh@Tiscali.co.uk

Community information

Community Support
CARE for Lingfield, Crowhurst and Dormansland

If you are elderly or infirm and cannot afford other forms of help when needing
a lift to a medical appointment, shopping or essential gardening jobs done.

Ring CARE on 01342 410 086 between 9am and 2pm

Hearing aid cleaning and new batteries
Susan Millidge 01342 836 879

If you only need batteries visit the Community Centre 01342 833 893

Cavendish House Trust charity shop
At 11 East Grinstead Road, Lingfield (next to Costa Coffee)

Clothing, books, bric-a-brac, soft furnishings
Open 9:30am to 4:30pm Monday - Saturday

A truly local charity supporting Cavendish House in Saxby’s Lane.

The Darby and Joan Club
Every Tuesday 1:30pm to 3:45pm

Entertainment, Meeting people, Outings,
Meals out, Quizzes, Tea, Coffee & Biscuits, Raffles, Bingo

Venue: The Jennings Hall (formerly the Day Centre)

Crossroads
Caroline Williams or Penny Burns

01883 714 641

Lunch Club
Jean Morrell 
01342 833 079
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Carers Support
If you are a child or adult caring for someone at home or elsewhere who is
ill, frail or disabled and the care you provide is unpaid, 

you are a Carer
There are a number of services available to carers across Surrey:

Surrey Council Adult Social Care Team 0300 200 1005 
Local Independent Carers Support Contact Centre 03456 009 009

www.surrey.gov.uk or www.carersnet.org.uk

Meals on Wheels
We are looking for Volunteers to cook or 

help out in their Kitchen

Cooking/helping in a friendly team
Once every five weeks

Preparing freshly cooked lunches
Food hygiene training given
Approx 9.00am -12.00am 
Mon Tues Wed or Thu

Call Julie for a chat if you are interested on 
01342 300 024 / 07887 930 473, or email juliecleaver@btinternet.com

Community information

Wanted - Amateur China Restorers
We are a small group of amateur china restorers and are now seeking new
members to join us. 

You need to have had no previous experience; but just a real interest in
restoring china ornaments, cups, plates, jugs, etc. to their former glory. It
really is a fascinating hobby. 

We meet at the Community Centre on Thursday mornings during term time
and accept commissions.

For further info or to attend call Angela Kirk – 01342 835 266
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If you need some clues scan the barcode

Lingfield Scouts Activity Challenge
Search the word search to find 25 Activities that the Scouts got up to last year:
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Climbing high and holding on with the 1st
Lingfield and Dormansland Scout Group 
This year is shaping up to be an exciting year for the 1st Lingfield and Dormansland
Scouts. With our extension nearing completion we received a £500 grant from the
Community Foundation for Surrey for the construction of a climbing wall in our
HQ, the first phase of which is now complete and in use by the Scouts. 

Thanks very much to the
Foundation, and the wall
will make a huge
difference and adds to
the variety of activities
we offer the kids. 

Also coming in 2018
(February) we have our
first ski trip in eleven
years. Scout leaders will
be taking around 40 of
our Scouts to Austria,
and in some cases this
will be the kids’ first
experience of winter
sports. It promises to be a great experience for all involved and will lead to future
trips giving more Scouts the opportunity to go. 

Last year also proved to be a successful time for us, with a team of our Scouts
winning the East Surrey District Colditz competition, where teams of Scouts try to
evade capture whilst completing an eight-mile navigational course at night. The
next competition is set for March and we will be trying to retain the trophy. 

Last year also saw the restart of an Explorer Unit based at Lingfield. Explorers is
available to anyone between the ages of 14 to 18 and provides an opportunity to
remain in the Scout movement. 

As the Explorers are older they are able to take on more responsibility for planning
their own events and activities. In 2018, this will expand as more of our current
Scouts turn 14 years of age. 

Colin Watson, Group Scout Leader
1st Lingfield and Dormansland Scout Group 
www.lingfieldareascouts.org.uk
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Your vision is our business
Laurence Martin and the team at Lingfield Opticians

have provided a personal, friendly service for over 25 years. 
Our professional, experienced team is on hand for all your optical needs.

Call 01342 833 104 for more information, 
or to book an eye appointment.

Now at: 14 East Grinstead Road, Lingfield, RH7 6EP
info@lingfieldopticians.co.uk
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Lingfield Primary School: Young and old
coming together at Orchard Court Nursing
Home 
After our final week of the school year, packed with Christmas Carol Concerts,
Nativities, Carol Singing on the playground and a Festive Friday, I was privileged
to accompany eight of our children to Orchard Court Nursing Home. 

The children led the residents in making cards and it was inspiring to watch the
sensitive way they interacted, taking their elderly friends through the instructions
to make the cards, holding their hands to guide them and exchanging cards at
the end. 

It was very moving. I have been pleased to see that the media have picked up on
the importance of the young interacting with the old – this is something that we
will ensure continues at Lingfield and we intend to give many more children the
opportunity to make others happy in this way. 

Our December school value of “Peace” was articulated well through the words of
Aalia in Year 6:

Peace
No war, helping the poor

A graceful dove, peace is love
Lovely sunsets, no more fighter-jets

An absence of sound can help people all around
Peace is free it fills you with glee

Countries unite, there’s no need to fight
An olive branch, gives people a chance.

Julia Tappin, Headteacher
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Hometime - flexible help
General cleaning. Laundry and ironing. Changing the bed. Assistance with

correspondence. Preparing light meals. Gardening. Walking to dog (pet insurance
required). Assistance with shopping. Home from hospital - short term service.

All home helps and gardeners are security checked

Age UK Surrey offers many free services. Information and advice, computer training,
home visiting, counselling, well being activities and benefit checks. Visit

www.ageuksurrey.org.uk. Home help always wanted.

         

01883  343095 

Help around the Home 

Help  
 for 50+  

&  
disabled  

Same  
 home 

help each 
week 

Personal 
& 

Reliable  service 

Com-
petitive 

rates 

     
       

     
      

   
       

        
I       

        
   V   

    

  

CONTACT 
 YOUR MP
Sam Gyimah

  Sam Gyimah MP,  
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA

t: 020 7219 3504
w:  samgyimah.com
e:  sam@samgyimah.com

  @SamGyimah
   fb.com/GyimahforEastSurrey
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HCPC Registered Chiropodist/Podiatrist
Emma Victoria Westers  BSc. (Hons.) MChS.

01342 834454   www.centre4feet.co.uk
1 Ray Lane, Blindley Heath, Lingfi eld, Surrey  RH7 6LH

Warts & Verrucae?
Treat them with the new quick, precise 

& easy way with Swift®

Available in your local area from

Putting your feet fi rst…

5
 SECOND

TREATMENT
 

NO

ANAESTH
ETIC

NO

DRESSIN
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For jobs that are too small for most builders 

• General property repairs  

• Flat pack furniture assembly 

• Minor plumbing & electrical jobs 

• Tiling/sealing baths or showers 

• Hang or trim doors & change locks 

• Garden shed repairs & assembly 

• Blinds, curtains and pictures hung 

 

 

Office: 01342 871537 

Mobile: 07985903615 

john@eastgrinsteadhandyman.com 
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Lingfield Osteopathic Centre 
21 Godstone Road, Lingfield, RH7 6BW 

 
Tel: 01342 833844 

Mobile: 07714 721969 
 

info@AcupunctureHealthcare.co.uk 
www.AcupunctureHealthcare.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

Free 20 minute consultations available 

Would you like to know  
how acupuncture 

could improve your health? 

            

01342 833 844
www.lingfieldosteopaths.co.uk
21 Godstone Road, Lingfield, RH7 6BW

All kinds of people with all kinds of
problems come to see us for a wide
range of tailor-made therapies:

Osteopathy
Sports and Remedial Massage
Acupuncture 

...
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Construction 

01342 459936 
enquiries@lingsteadconstruction.co.uk 

www.lingsteadconstruction.co.uk 
I would like to introduce myself as a local building contractor, living 

in Dormansland. 
I have many years of experience in the building trade and have 

worked on projects throughout the South-East of England, 
I am now focusing on carrying out house extensions, conversions 

and alterations in the local area. 
I am up to date with the latest construction products and 

techniques. I work with a varied team of trades. 
I offer an economical high quality service with attention to detail. 

I would be happy to have an informal chat about your home  
improvements and provide a fully itemised quotation  

Home Extensions, Loft & Garage Conversions. 
General Building & Maintenance. 

Kitchen Alterations and installation. 
Driveway construction. Roofing & Flat roofing 

Plumbing & Electrical installations 
106 West Street, Dormansland, Surrey, RH7 6QT 

 

     




