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An occasional magazine to help relieve the tedium of Coronavirus 
 

***  
 
This magazine was prompted by a comment on the new Facebook group  
‘Lingfield Coronavirus Help Group’ which anyone in the area can apply to join. A lot of 
residents have indicated their willingness to help those who are in self-isolation and the 
group demonstrates fantastic community spirit – well done, folks, a great initiative. 
 
I chose the name ‘Caged’ because that’s what we all are now to a greater or lesser extent. It 
is also a nod to the Old Cage in the village where minor felons used to be imprisoned; 
nowadays we live in a virtual cage! It is intended to be part newsletter, but also to contain 
articles etc. that might help relieve some of the boredom of being stuck indoors and I shall 
welcome feedback, contributions and ideas. My email address is nhwreg@gmail.com  
 
The magazine will be sent out under cover of an email with the recipients names hidden. If 
you wish to print it to give to a neighbour who is isolated and does not have email, please 
feel free to do so. 
 
Btw, this is not a takeover bid for that excellent publication ‘Community News’ and I hope we 
shall be able to complement each other until this wretched pandemic has subsided and I can 
go back into retirement. 
 
Geoff Ledden 



The Dormansland Diamonds 
Alison Neate 
 
Up until March Dormansland was probably only famous because Winston Churchill once lived here! 
But from the first day that Covid 19 emerged as a threat this village has punched way ahead of its 
weight in volunteer support and in the love and compassion that neighbours have showed to each 
other. We will emerge from this stronger and definitely we have grown as a community, and this 
crisis has shone a light on community, care, spirit as well as things that are or have been shown to be 
irrelevant . 
  
It’s hard to remember now what those early days were like. Where people queued for food, shelves 
were empty in supermarkets, there was no loo roll, whilst the village stores and our post office stayed 
open. Our pubs were forced to close for business, but stayed open for our community by giving us 
space to store food, became a place for donations to be given and distributed. It was out of this that 
the Dormansland Diamonds ‘DD’s were born! 
  
When there was no food in the shops the DDs created a food supply by using The Plough’s premises 
and their fruit and veg supplier and several residents putting up working capital. The Old House at 
Home worked with us to show us how to measure and create a sustainable supply. We created a fruit 
and veg box, sold at cost but anyone buying one can make a donation to help feed someone else in the 
village. We had a phone line to ring orders through on, a team of packers, a team of drivers to get the 
food out to those shielding, a team of people who man the walk in collections. We have turned over 
1600 boxes. We have raised £500 for emergency funding which is being used to feed families in need, 
and all overstocks are donated to the village for distribution. All of this has been delivered by 
volunteers and none of us have ever worked in retail. 
  
When anxiety began to grow in the village we created a knitting and crochet club to create a memory 
for the village and to demonstrate that whilst we are apart, we are together. The village swapped 
materials, ran tutorials and those that were too young to knit made pompoms.  We created a tree 
jumper and it has become the focus for many of us at this time. This stands tall and proud next to our 
‘Tommy’ lest we forget. 
  
Then there was a call out for PPE and this village responded by getting anyone with a sewing machine 
to sew or lend their machine to someone else. Those that cannot sew, cut or wash and press. We have 
40 needlewomen in the village and it’s growing. We run a hub for materials from a central point and 
have made over 1,500 items of PPE for key workers including scrubs, overalls, aprons and masks. 
These are made from donated materials and embellished with love. We have seen a massive positive 
response to this. We have a team that crochet the headbands which are so important for anyone 
wearing a mask all day long. This team have literally created 100s of bands and sewn buttons on. 
When the canopy over the farm shop ripped, the needlewomen stepped in and mended this as well! 
  
We have a team of men and women who collect prescriptions. In the early days we had a team 
queuing for 4 hours at a time; one women went back three times and queued for over 9 hours. No one 
in that team has ever complained. We have also run a small group to help people use pharmacy2u if 
they could, to reduce anxiety and to get the volume out of the system and de-risk it as much as 
possible for these amazing superheroes. 
 
This group still collects daily from pharmacies as far as Edenbridge, East Grinstead as well as 
Lingfield. Every day for the last 10 weeks this group of dedicated men and women have been out 
queuing and risking their own lives for the community. 
  
We have a team that is running the food supply to those who have found themselves requiring 
support, because they had no access to food slots and are shielding or because the pandemic created 
an economic crisis where so many fell through the cracks of government help. This team of 



superheros reaches out to the community, gathers the need and then shops. The ability to juggle 
multiple lists in a supermarket where frankly half of the things we still can’t get or an item is rationed. 
The farm shop provides all fresh and dairy for this superhero. Then there are the people that will go to 
Iceland to fill freezers to ensure that there is always a backup for families. In addition, we have 15 
people we shop for who are shielding and a large number of other people we support by distributing 
food to hubs to share out as neighbours need it. We have set up our own supply chain now of dried 
goods, through the donations of our own wonderful community to support others here. The 
Dormansland Diamonds now partners with the Old House at Home, Potters Stores and The Plough to 
receive donations, store, pack and deliver food around the village. 
  
Then there was the self-employed photographer who has photographed us all, as a record of this time 
in isolation as a village, when we could be together and has done this for charity. 
  
There is our superhero resilient guy who matches local village tradespeople with someone who has 
suffered a mechanical breakdown, including washing machines, boilers, plumbing, electrical items 
and cars. Only parts are charged and a minimum call out. 
  
One superhero created a go fund me page for our wonderful postmen who have come into the village 
6 days a week and have helped us stay connected and cakes as well as donations will be made to the 
Lingfield sorting office, who we are eternally grateful for. It will be the bin men next! 
  
We have a communications team that run a Facebook page, the kindest I have ever seen; anyone can 
callout for help. We have an email that goes out to those shielding. We have regular mail drops to 
villagers about where to get help. The DDs have knocked on doors, and delivered help at the front 
line.   
  
Those shielding cooked, made cakes, and if they had supermarket order slots they bought things other 
villagers needed; people have donated time, energy, kindness, compassion and money. 
  
The Dormansland Diamonds have created an energy, shown kindness and compassion to each other 
  
In the words of Winston Churchill, “we shape our dwellings, and afterwards our dwellings shape us.” 
 

   



 

 
 

                     
Masks 

 



 

 
Nurses of the children’s ‘Outwood Ward’ East Surrey Hospital with masks made by the DDs 
 



       
Scrubs with bags 

 
          

                     
             The tree jumper                                                        Overall for a Care Home 
 
 

   
Donations at The Old House at Home 

 
 



St Peter and St Paul Church, Lingfield 
Sue Ellis, Churchwarden 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Royal Arms of Queen Anne (Reigned 1702-1714) 
 

Although the earliest authentic surviving example dates from the reign of Edward VI (1537-
1553), the Royal Arms were first introduced into churches in numbers during the 
Reformation. Marking King Henry VIII’s position as Head of the Church of England it 
became custom to display the Royal Arms inside parish churches throughout England.  

The magnificent Arms (shown above) are in St Peter and St Paul Church and date from the 
period 1702 when Queen Anne succeeded to the throne until 1707 when the Arms changed to 
reflect the Union with Scotland. 
 
They are the Stuart arms which had been introduced by James 1 (V1 of Scotland) to show 
that he was the king of Scotland, England and Ireland.  
 



Wales does not appear, as it was a principality not a kingdom.   
 
The Arms remained in use until 1707.  
 
Although many of the early Stuart Arms were destroyed, there are a great number of Arms 
dating from the reign of Charles II, 1660 to 1685, very few dating from the reign of his 
brother 1685-1688 and not that many dating from the early part of Anne’s reign. 
 
Anne’s Arms are distinctive as she particularly wanted her motto to be the same as her 
illustrious predecessor Queen Elizabeth “Semper Eadem” meaning ‘always the same’.  An 
expression of stability, integrity and tranquil equanimity.  
The usual motto used by the Monarch of the United Kingdom outside of Scotland was“ Dieu 
et mon droit” God and my right.  It implied that the monarch of a nation had a God-given 
(divine) right to rule. 
 
The Lingfield Arms show the finest characteristics of the Stuart Arms. They are very lively, 
the mantling is flamboyant and the detail for example of the Royal Helm (head gear) and the 
gorget (a covering of the throat) is wonderfully depicted. 
 
The supporters are particularly fine (the animals). The lion looks almost human and the 
unicorn is correctly shown with cloven feet and a lion’s tail. Both animals are very sexual, 
(no fig leaves), and have their ribs showing. They are lithe, fit animals ready to guard the 
Arms. 
 
Royal Arms are an important part of the history of this country and these particular Arms are 
a very fine example which add greatly to the history and interest of Lingfield church and 
should be conserved. 
  
At the request of Felicity Pool, who was Secretary Friends of St Peter and St Paul, a 
preliminary inspection of the Royal Arms of Queen Anne (1702-12) was carried out on 18 
February 2015.  

The picture, which is 6ft 7in wide and 7ft 7in high (including frame), is executed in oil on 
canvas. It was inspected by Arte Conservation Ltd, an independent team of consultants and 
conservators.   The report stated that the Royal Arms at Lingfield are a particularly fine 
example of those that do survive from the period …but it went on to say that although the 
paint layer in general appeared to be sound there was a serious problem because when the 
painting was last restored the canvas appeared to have been glued to the timber boards 
supporting it from behind.  As a result the canvas was showing signs of deterioration and 
distress and their recommendation was that work was needed to restore the painting and 
should be carried out.   
 
The friends reached out to the community and at a cost of £14,000 the painting was restored. 
 
Please do come and see the painting when the church reopens. The painting is positioned on a 
wall on the right when entering the church. 
 
 
 



Lingfield’s Lower Churchyard 
Richard Young 
 

 
 
The Lower Churchyard at Lingfield lies to the east of the church, on the other side of Church 
Road.  The main entrance is through a gate in the hedge opposite the one leading from the 
main churchyard, and inside a series of footpaths lead to another gate giving access to people 
and vehicles from Baker’s Lane. 
 
The churchyard was established in the late 19th century and extended twice in the early 20th 
century so it now covers about 2 acres of what had almost certainly been open farmland.  The 
ground slopes gently down to a small strip of flat land by the eastern boundary, which 
becomes waterlogged in wet weather so the graves are on the slope.  There are about 1500 
plots, with between 800 and 900 of them being marked in various ways from simple 
headstones to a few very substantial monuments. Four of the graves are of servicemen killed 
in the First and Second World Wars (three in the First, one in the Second) so the churchyard 
is included in the Commonwealth War Graves Commission’s list of burial sites.  There is 
also an area for ashes near the main entrance. 
 
Although none of the monuments in the churchyard are listed, there are several of local 
significance, either because they associated with local families or houses or farms, and often 
with both.  The Stanfords and the Sales, for example, occur on a number of generally simple 
headstones, while Puttenden, Magnus Deo, Batnors Hall and New Place are all referred to.  
At the lower end of the churchyard there is a block of graves associated with the local gypsy 
community, almost always swathed in very colourful flowers and with several interesting 
inscriptions; while near the middle there is a group of large monuments mainly associated 
with the residents of Dormans Park, generally dating from the years shortly after the Park 
was established and clearly a reflection of its founding residents.   
 
Some 30 years ago the churchyard was a wilderness.  It had been left untended for many 
years and as a result about two thirds of the area was covered in brambles up to eight feet 
high – most of the graves were hidden and walking through it was hardly a pleasant 
experience.  Fed up with the situation, Alan Ramsay, the Vicar at the time, encouraged a 
group of local volunteers to start clearing the area.  This was no small task – some 20 to 30 
people formed a working party that met once a month, and after about two years had 
managed to deal with most of the brambles making access a lot easier, with the result that 
people began to walk through the churchyard on the way to the village, and occasionally to 
stop and enjoy its peace and tranquillity.   
 



The next step was to produce a Management Plan, which was published in 1995 with the 
assistance of the Surrey Wildlife Trust.  Although this summarises the churchyard’s historic 
and social context, its main focus is on the natural history.  The flora is that normally found 
on acid unimproved grassland, with over 100 species of wild flower being present.  Grasses 
are the dominant species but primroses, ladysmock, pignut, St John’s wort and many other 
attractive features can be seen.  The area has many anthills indicating it is unlikely ever to 
have been treated with chemicals.  The flat land at the lower end of the churchyard has been 
left uncleared and forms a wilderness area so that, overall, the churchyard provides a wide 
range of habitats for birds, insects and small mammals. 
 
The Plan has two main aims:- 

- to provide an environment in keeping with the burial and remembrance of the dead; 
and 

- to conserve and enhance this environment in a way that is sustainable and will 
encourage people to visit and enjoy what is a community asset. 

It sets out guidelines for managing the different features and habitats rather than strict rules, 
and its success is evident both from the general appearance of the churchyard and from the 
number of people who regularly walk through it or tend the graves, many of which thirty 
years ago would have been buried under the brambles.  
 
This is largely due to the efforts of the working party, which still meets once a month to cut 
the grass, clear the paths, trim the hedges and (most important) keep the brambles at bay.  
Unfortunately there aren’t as many of us there used to be but the plants keep growing!  So if 
you’d like to help keep the place in good shape please come along with gloves and tools at 
9.30am on the first Saturday of each month.  You’ll be welcomed with open arms!  
 
 
Headstones in Old Cemeteries 
 
Harry Edsel Smith of Albany, New York : 
Born 1903 Died1942. 
Looked up the elevator shaft to see if the car was on the way down.  
It was. 
 
In a Thurmont, Maryland, cemetery: 
Here lies an Atheist  
All dressed up and no place to go. 
 
On the grave of Ezekial Aikle in East Dalhousie Cemetery, Nova Scotia: 
Here lies Ezekial Aikle, Age 102. 
Only the good die young. 
 
In a London , England cemetery: 
Here lies Ann Mann,  
Who lived an old maid  
But died an old Mann.  
Dec. 8, 1767 
 
 
 



In a Ribbesford, England, cemetery: 
Anna Wallace 
The children of Israel wanted bread, 
And the Lord sent them manna. 
Clark Wallace wanted a wife, 
And the Devil sent him Anna. 
 
In a Ruidoso, New Mexico, cemetery: 
Here lies Johnny Yeast.  
Pardon him for not rising. 
 
In a Uniontown, Pennsylvania, cemetery: 
Here lies the body of Jonathan Blake, 
Stepped on the gas instead of the brake. 
 
In a Silver City, Nevada, cemetery: 
Here lays The Kid, 
We planted him raw. 
He was quick on the trigger, 
But slow on the draw. 
 
A lawyer's epitaph in England: 
Sir John Strange. 
Here lies an honest lawyer, 
And that is Strange. 
 
John Penny's epitaph in Wimborne, England: 
Reader, if cash thou art in want of any, 
Dig 6 feet deep and thou wilt find a Penny. 
 
In a cemetery in Hartscombe , England: 
On the 22nd of June, 
Jonathan Fiddle went out of tune. 
 
Anna Hopewell's grave in Enosburg Falls , Vermont: 
Here lies the body of our Anna, 
Done to death by a banana. 
It wasn't the fruit that laid her low, 
But the skin of the thing that made her go. 
 
On a grave from the 1880s in Nantucket , Massachusetts: 
Under the sod and under the trees, 
Lies the body of Jonathan Pease. 
He is not here, there's only the pod, 
Pease shelled out and went to God. 
 
In a cemetery in England: 
Remember man, as you walk by, 
As you are now, so once was I. 
As I am now, so shall you be, 
Remember this and follow me. 



To which someone replied by writing on the tombstone: 
To follow you I'll not consent, 
Until I know which way you went. 
 
Spike Milligan’s grave in St Thomas, Winchelsea 
Dúirt mé leat go raibh mé breoite,  
Irish for "I told you I was ill". 
 
 
Quiz Round 
Richard Young   
 
Mythology (Greek, Roman and Norse) 
 
Questions 

1. What did Prometheus do?  
1 point 
 

2. How was he punished? 
1 point 
 

3. What is Yggdrasil and where is it located? 
2 points 
 

4. How did Zeus abduct Europa? 
1 point 
 

5. What is Thor’s prized possession and what is its name? 
2 points 
 

6. What was the Greek name for Ulysses? 
1 point 
 

7. Who founded Rome, which one killed the other and which animal was involved in 
their upbringing? 

3 points 
 

8. What happens at Ragnarok? 
1 point 
 

9. Who cleaned the Augean Stables 
1 point 
 

10. How did he do it? 
1 point  
 
 

If you would like the answers to any of the questions in last week’s London Underground 
quiz, please email me: nhwreg@gmail.com 
 



 
 

         
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

             
 

 


