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An occasional magazine to help relieve the tedium of Coronavirus 
 

***  
 
This magazine was prompted by a comment on the new Facebook group  
‘Lingfield Coronavirus Help Group’ which anyone in the area can apply to join. A lot of 
residents have indicated their willingness to help those who are in self-isolation and the 
group demonstrates fantastic community spirit – well done, folks, a great initiative. 
 
I chose the name ‘Caged’ because that’s what we all are now to a greater or lesser extent. It 
is also a nod to the Old Cage in the village where minor felons used to be imprisoned; 
nowadays we live in a virtual cage! It is intended to be part newsletter, but also to contain 
articles etc. that might help relieve some of the boredom of being stuck indoors and I shall 
welcome feedback, contributions and ideas. My email address is nhwreg@gmail.com  
 
The magazine will be sent out under cover of an email with the recipients names hidden. If 
you wish to print it to give to a neighbour who is isolated and does not have email, please 
feel free to do so. 
 
Btw, this is not a takeover bid for that excellent publication ‘Community News’ and I hope we 
shall be able to complement each other until this wretched pandemic has subsided and I can 
go back into retirement. 
 
Geoff Ledden 



VE Day ‘Stay at Home Party’ in Headland Way, Lingfield 
Sandra Silvester, Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator 
 
Our programme for the day was as follows:  
 
11.00 - Two Minutes Silence - followed by The Last Post on trumpet by Graham Russell 
13.00 - Listen and look for the Spitfire which is due to fly over the Queen Victoria Hospital 
14.45 - The fun begins……….….. accompanied by live music from Graham and Georgi 
15.00 - Join in the Nation’s Toast 
21.00 - The Queen’s address to the nation on BBC 1 . 
21.15 - “We’ll Meet Again” 
 
   The response from residents to celebrate VE Day was phenomenal and the vast majority of 
the front gardens were decorated with Union flags and bunting, some of which was even 
home-made. We gathered outside in our front gardens at 11.00 for the two minutes silence, 
followed by Graham Russell playing the Last Post, and he was joined by another trumpeter 
playing in Vicarage Road. At 1.00 we heard the Spitfire doing its three circuits above Queen 
Victoria Hospital and one neighbour actually saw it from her bedroom window.  
   Just before 3.00 everyone put chairs, tables and sun umbrellas in their front gardens ready 
for the Nation’s Toast at 3.00 with a glass in hand. For the remainder of the afternoon, people 
wandered up and down the road meeting and speaking to neighbours, some of whom they 
hadn’t known before and the kids had a ball, cycling, playing in the road because there were 
no cars to impede their enjoyment.  
   To add to the fun, we decided to award a prize for the best-dressed front garden. Needless 
to say, it was difficult to decide on the best, but we concluded that the prize should go to Jack 
Alfrey at no 15 for several reasons. Jack had a hand-made a poster about VE Day in his 
window and displays of Union Jacks and bunting in his garden. He is also our most recent 
new neighbour and, not only that, his wife, Sylvia, has been in Australia since before the 
beginning of the lockdown. So Jack was awarded a bottle of bubbly to share with his wife on 
her return home at the beginning of June. See photo below … 
 

 
 



   The two runners-up were Ed and Suzy Pickering at no 3 with their hand-made bunting and 
Mary and Alan Thomas at no 1 for the huge VE lettering in their window, flagpole with the 
Union flag and bunting. 
 

             
 
   At 9.15, Georgi, who is a classically trained singer, sang “We’ll meet again” accompanied 
by the trumpeter, Graham, and for an encore they played Land of Hope and Glory, which was 
a fitting end to an exceptional day. Hollie Salter, who is 8, told me afterwards that it was the 
best day of her life and lots of people said they had enjoyed it so much that they wanted to do 
it again.  
 
   We were so fortunate to have two people with exceptional musical talent living in Headland 
Way. Their performances really made the day extra special. Here's a few details of their 
backgrounds:  
 
Graham Russell, who lives at no 5, actually performed with the Royal Philharmonic for the 
50th VE D day celebrations in Hyde park to an audience of 60,00 people and the guests of 
honour were the Queen, Prince Phillip and Charles and Di. Graham worked in West End 
Musicals for 30 years including, amongst any others the Paul Daniel’s Magic Show, Winnie 
(Robert Hardy), Budgie (Adam Faith and Anita Dobson), Fiddler on the Roof, Starlight 
Express, Guys and Dolls (Imelda Staunton). Graham was also Dame Shirley Bassey’s 1st 
Trumpet for 13 years and toured the world, not only with her, but with Michael Ball, Diana 
Ross, The 3 Degrees, The Supremes and Paul McCartney. He is now semi-retired after 42 
years as a professional, but still plays in a few bands, teaches and has raised over £6,000 for 
charity with a 33 piece amateur band, which meets on Saturday mornings.  
 
Georgi(na) Thorborn (no 16) is a Soprano based in Sussex and London and was educated in 
East Grinstead. If you want to find out more about her, go to 
https://www.georginathorburn.co.uk/biography 
 



                  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



St Peter & St Paul Church – The Bells 
Sue Ellis, Churchwarden 

 

Church Bell 
 

The photos above show the bells in 
St Peter and St Paul.  The bell on the 
far left above was cast in 1648 and 
the one on the right 1934. They look 
identical until you start looking at the 
details, which are not obvious from 
the photos.  The view is from the bell 
tower. 
 
Records indicate that there were five 

bells in the tower at the time of Edward VI 
(1547-53). 
There are now 8 bells. Four of these bear the 
inscription “Bryan Eldridge made me 1648”. 
The fifth bell bears the name of the church 
wardens in 1648 Richard Constable and 
Christopher Knight.   
 
It was unusual for bells to be cast during the 
Civil War (1642-1651). 
 
In 1934 three treble bells were cast and a tenor 
bell recast. All were rehung with new fitments in 

a steel frame by Gillett and Johnson Limited of Croydon and dedicated by the Bishop 
of Woolwich on 15 December 1934. 
 
There is now a fine ring of eight bells in the key of F#, rung from the ground floor of 
the tower. 
 



Our bellringers practice on Thursday evenings at 8pm.  If you are interested in 
knowing more about learning how to ring the bells please  
email officelingfieldppchurch@gmail.com.  One of our current bellringers joined after 
he finished his ‘O’ levels in 1953.  So all ages welcome. 
 
 
St Peter and St Paul Church – Felt hands 
Sue Ellis, Churchwarden 
 
We have embarked on a project to involve children. We are creating a new altar frontal for 
the Lady Chapel in Church. It will consist of a rainbow of felt children's hands, each with a 
name on. Through our church and messy church contacts we have about 30 so far . If you 
have children who would like to be included, please contact Sue Ellis on 
suebellis@outlook,com for more details including the felt. 
 

 
 
 
 
The History of Dormans Park 
Lesley Steeds 
 
For those residents living in our area interested in the history of how our villages and 
settlements came about might be interested in  ‘A brief history of Dormans Park and some of 
its early Residents’ written by Commander Geoffrey Lowis AFC, RN many years ago.   I 
happened to be very lucky in acquiring a copy - not many were printed. Unfortunately the 



booklet isn’t dated but on the back in ‘elite’ typewriter font is the imprint of the persons 
responsible for the printing of the booklet: ‘Printed for Commander Lowis by Howard 
Cundey & Co., Estate Agents of Lingfield, Bletchingly and East Grinstead, who have been 
associated with the sale of houses and land in Dormans Park for over 10 years.’ At a guess I 
would say the booklet was written and printed in the late 1970’s. 
 
Commander Lowis starts off  with the first line: ‘What is Dormans Park?’ and then continues: 
‘It started life with a Post Office, an Hotel with a bar, and something akin to a Parish Council.  
It was no village, for there were few squires nor villagers, no church, shops or craftsmen. Not 
even a village green.’ 
 
Several paragraphs later Commander Lowis quotes from Mr Vincent Davies’ article in the 
Amenity Society’s Newsletter of September, 1974: -  
 
“The area which is now Dormans Park was formerly in the Weir Courtney Estate, which 
belonged to a family called Mansel, who had other property in the Swansea district of South 
Wales. In about 1880, the family were in financial difficulties, and  the encumbered 
properties were transferred to Trustees. 
 
In about 1886, Mr Arthur Burr, who had been concerned with the development of the Kent 
coalfields, was attracted by the area, which had, incidentally, just achieved its rail link with 
London by completion of the Oxted-East Grinstead section of the L.B.S.C. Railway. 
He bought a large parcel of the land,  built himself a house and prepared plans for further 
development.  In 1887, the Bellagio Estate was registered with an acreage of  218, and a 
building scheme was made. 
 
At that time the area was largely woodland and coppice, though there were some fields and 
agricultural buildings, (it is likely that the old wood framed barn, which was converted into a 
most pleasant residence some twenty years back was one of these).  The woods included 
Swissland and Furzefield Woods, names which have survived in the present road system, and 
also Westgrove (where today we find the Ranworth Lake), Marl Pit Wood and Read’s Wood. 
 
According to Mr Hayward, the historian of Lingfield Parish, the Bellagio settlement 
consisted at first of an Hotel/Clubhouse, about forty bungalows, an electric power station, 
cricket and polo grounds and two lakes, connected by a feeder brook of the Eden well stocked 
with trout.  It represented an early conception of weekend entertainment, and for a few years 
it undoubtedly flourished.” 
 
Commander Lowis continues - ‘From 1900 onwards roads were laid out and the houses 
sprang up to be occupied by retired professional men of whom the doyen was Dr James 
Watson, retired physician from Southsea, close friend of Conan Doyle, and believed by many 
to be the prototype of ‘My Dear Watson’, Sherlock Holmes companion, whom he closely 
resembled. 
 
A railway siding was built just south of the bridge, no doubt to bring bricks for houses and 
hard core for roads – very welcome to the residents, who bought coal by the wagon load.   
Dr Watson burnt a lot of coal to break down the heavy clay in his kitchen garden. 
 
A brief study of the worthy Doctor gives a picture of the Park of his time.  In 1900 he built 
Dormans House on six acres of land.  He also owned seventeen acres of other building sites 



to the west, four acres to the east of the railway, and many more scattered about the Park.  At 
his death in 1925 he must have owned something approaching one third of the total acreage.  
No doubt the good doctor thought it was a sound investment likely to appreciate in value, for 
land is one of the few commodities it is impossible to over-produce.  Fortunately he did not 
live to see the Labour Government of 1945 pass legislation to  ruin landlords.  His executors, 
around 1936, refused an offer of £400 per acre for the seventeen acre plots on which the 
buyer  had planned to plant walnut trees.  They did, however, manage to sell four acres 
almost before the end of Hitler’s war, but most of the rest eventually went for some £20 per 
acre – less than the value of the standing timber.’ 
 
There is a more information in the booklet about Dormans House, other residents and goings 
on in the Park –-  too much for one session. I propose therefore, so as not to fatigue the 
reader, to relay Commander Lowis’s insights in instalments in the ‘Caged’ magazine for the 
delectation of those persons who may be interested. 
 
 

 
Dormans Park Hotel 

 
 

Lingfield Park 
Geoff Ledden 
 
The Lingfield Park estate covers 450 acres and the racecourse was opened in 1890 by the 
Prince of Wales, later King Edward VII, who granted permission for the Prince of Wales 
feathers to be incorporated into Lingfield Park’s official heading. The Prince was apparently 
a regular visitor and used to stay at the Dormans Park Hotel, arriving from London with his 
entourage by train. Dormans station had opened in 1884. 

 
 



His mistress, Lillie Langtry, stayed in Weir Courtney House on Blackberry Lane, which he 
leased and which can be seen from parts of the golf course. 
 
 

 

 
 

Lillie Langtry 
 

   The first recorded race meeting took place on 15th November 1890 under National Hunt 
rules, although the opening race was a Sellers Hunt flat race won by ‘Old Tatt’ 
   Initially, only jump racing took place until, in 1894, the Jockey Club gave permission for 
flat racing to be held. Racing has continued ever since, with the exception of WW2, when the 
course was requisitioned by the War Office for use as an internment camp for Italians. The 
home straight was also used by the Home Guard for practising marches and attacks. Gordon 
Richards had his first public race at Lingfield in 1920. The stands were opened in 1927 and 
the first ever Derby Trial Stakes was run at Lingfield Park in 1932 and was swiftly followed 
by the first Oaks Trial. 
   In 1946 Major John Crocker Bulteel took over the running of the course and transformed it. 



   In 1974, the Beckwith-Smith family put the course on the market and it was acquired by 
Ladbrokes for £500,000. 
   Ron Muddle, whose son Richard had been a flat race jockey, purchased the course from 
Ladbrokes in 1982. Flooding had been a major problem after the war and the new owners 
tackled this by constructing flood defences. Ron and Richard were the prime movers in the 
development of all-weather racing: - 
 

“Many Jockey Club members laughed when Ron Muddle paid £750,000 for Lingfield with plans to 

install the artificial surface he first encountered when visiting Miami, in Florida. “They thought I was 

totally mad,” Muddle recalled yesterday. 

“They were very sceptical at the time and didn’t want to know because virtually none of them thought 

it would work, but I had an ally in [maverick former Tote chairman Lord] Woodrow Wyatt, who said in 

his book: ‘They don’t like this Muddle because he is a commoner, but I’m certain he will prove them 

wrong’.” [The Times 30/10/09] 

 
   When Ron purchased the estate, plans were in place for an 18 hole ‘up and down’ golf 
course on the land that lies between the 1st and 17th tees today. The land on the other side of 
the racetrack was leased to farmers and Ron set about acquiring the leases. He then 
contracted Harvey Jarrett to design a golf course across 200 acres of fields and woodland and 
this opened in June 1987. 
    In the same year, planning permission was obtained for the installation of the first artificial 
racetrack in the UK. On 16 November 1989, a new Equitrack all-weather racecourse opened, 
located inside the redesigned turf course. The racecourse celebrated the 20th anniversary of 
Lingfield Park’s innovative introduction of All-Weather Racing in this country in November 
2009.  
   Muddle appointed a Director of Golf and a Pro, but the set up was very informal. He 
appeared unconcerned if the club operated at a loss which, in any case, could be set against 
profits from his other business interests for tax purposes. 
   Ron sold the estate to Leisure Investments for £7m in 1988 and the first all-weather race 
took place on 30th October the following year. Leisure Investments went into liquidation and 
the estate was in the hands of Administrators for some considerable time until it was acquired 
by Arena Leisure plc. In the interim, a few members sought to acquire the Club for £3m, but 
the Administrator decided not to break up the estate. 
   Arena exercised control of the golf club’s affairs through its appointed Club Manager and 
Pro, but allowed the Captain and Club Committee a reasonable amount of latitude. It is 
probably fair to say that Arena’s focus was very much on racing and golf was not a priority, 
although investment was available when the clubhouse needed to be extended and machinery 
replaced. 
   This situation persisted until November 2009, when Arena Leisure decided to exercise 
much closer control in view of the development of Lingfield Park Marriott Hotel and Country 
Club, of which the golf club would be an integral part. The Club Committee was abolished 
and replaced by a Members’ Association comprising the General Manager, Captain, Seniors 
Captain and Ladies Captain. 
   Arena Leisure was taken over by Northern Racing in 2012. 
   It was announced in January 1999 that Sir Henry Cooper OBE KSG had kindly agreed to 
become Honorary Patron of Lingfield Park Golf Club. He used to take part in the annual 
‘Henry Cooper Classic’ competition and entertained members at the Club’s Annual Dinners 



with stories of his boxing days, especially the famous fight in 1963 when he felled Cassius 
Clay (later Muhammad Ali) with his famous left hook, which he called ‘Enry’s ‘Ammer’. 
   His last appearance at the Club was on 3rd November 2010 when he opened the Golf 
Academy facilities. He did not seem well at the time and sadly died six months later. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
So Now You Know! 
 
During WWII, US air planes were armed with belts of bullets which they would shoot during 
dogfights and on strafing runs. These belts were folded into the wing compartments that fed 
their machine guns. They measured 27 feet and contained hundreds of rounds of bullets. 
Often, the pilots would return from their missions having expended all of their bullets on 
various targets. They would say, "I gave them the whole nine yards."  
 
In George Washington's days, there were no cameras. One's image was either sculpted or 
painted. Some paintings of George Washington showed him standing behind a desk with one 
arm behind his back while others showed both legs and both arms. Prices charged by 
painters were not based on how many people were to be painted, but by how many limbs 
were to be painted. Arms and legs would cost the buyer more. Hence the expression, 'Okay, 
but it'll cost you an arm and a leg.' (Artists know hands and arms are more difficult to paint.)  
 
As incredible as it sounds, men and women took baths only twice a year (May and October). 
Women kept their hair covered, while men shaved their heads, because of lice and bugs, and 
wore wigs. Wealthy men could afford good wigs made from wool. They couldn't wash the 



wigs, so to clean them they would carve out a loaf of bread, put the wig in the shell, and bake 
it for 30 minutes. The heat would make the wig big and fluffy, hence the term 'big wig'. 
Hence the term 'Big Wig' to denote someone powerful and wealthy.  
 
In the late 1700's, many houses consisted of a large room with only one chair. Commonly, a 
long wide board folded down from the wall and was used for dining. The head of the 
household always sat in the chair while everyone else ate sitting on the floor. Occasionally a 
guest, usually a man, would be invited to sit in this chair during a meal. To sit in the chair 
meant that he was important and in charge. He was known as the 'chair man.' Hence, today’s 
expression or title 'Chairman' or 'Chairman of the Board.'  
 
Ladies wore corsets, which would lace up in the front. A proper and dignified woman, as in 
'straight laced' wore a tightly tied lace.  
 
Common entertainment included playing cards. However, there was a tax levied when 
purchasing playing cards but only applicable to the 'Ace of Spades.' To avoid paying the tax, 
people would purchase 51 cards instead. Yet, since most games require 52 cards, these 
people were thought to be stupid or dumb because they weren't 'playing with a full deck.'  
 
Early politicians required feedback from the public to determine what the people considered 
important. Since there were no telephones, TVs or radios, the politicians sent their assistants 
to local taverns, pubs, and bars. They were told to 'go sip some Ale and listen to people's 
conversations and political concerns. Many assistants were dispatched at different times. 
'You go sip here' and 'You go sip there.' The two words 'go sip' were eventually combined 
when referring to the local opinion and, thus we have the term 'gossip.'  
 
At local taverns, pubs, and bars, people drank from pint and quart-sized containers. A 
barmaid's job was to keep an eye on the customers and keep the drinks coming. She had to 
pay close attention and remember who was drinking pints and who quarts, hence the phrase 
'minding your 'Ps and Qs'.  
 
In the heyday of sailing ships, all war ships and many freighters carried iron cannons. Those 
cannons fired iron balls. It was necessary to keep a good supply near the cannon. However, 
how to prevent them from rolling about the deck? The best storage method devised was a 
square-based pyramid with one ball on top, resting on four, resting on nine, which rested on 
sixteen. Thus, a supply of 30 cannon balls could be stacked in a small area right next to the 
cannon. There was only one problem, how to prevent the bottom layer from sliding or rolling 
from under the others. The solution was a metal plate called a 'Monkey' with 16 round 
indentations. However, if this plate were made of iron, the iron balls would quickly rust to it. 
The solution to the rusting problem was to make 'Brass Monkeys.' Few landlubbers realize 
that brass contracts much more and much faster than iron when chilled. Consequently, when 
the temperature dropped too far, the brass indentations would shrink so much that the iron 
cannonballs would come right off the monkey; Thus, it was quite literally, 'Cold enough to 
freeze the balls off a brass monkey.' 



 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 



    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


