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An occasional magazine to help relieve the tedium of Coronavirus 
 

***  
 
This magazine was prompted by a comment on the new Facebook group  
‘Lingfield Coronavirus Help Group’ which anyone in the area can apply to join. A lot of 
residents have indicated their willingness to help those who are in self-isolation and the 
group demonstrates fantastic community spirit – well done, folks, a great initiative. 
 
I chose the name ‘Caged’ because that’s what we all are now to a greater or lesser extent. It 
is also a nod to the Old Cage in the village where minor felons used to be imprisoned; 
nowadays we live in a virtual cage! It is intended to be part newsletter, but also to contain 
articles etc. that might help relieve some of the boredom of being stuck indoors and I shall 
welcome feedback, contributions and ideas. My email address is nhwreg@gmail.com  
 
The magazine will be sent out under cover of an email with the recipients names hidden. If 
you wish to print it to give to a neighbour who is isolated and does not have email, please 
feel free to do so. 
 
Btw, this is not a takeover bid for that excellent publication ‘Community News’ and I hope we 
shall be able to complement each other until this wretched pandemic has subsided and I can 
go back into retirement. 
 
Geoff Ledden 



St Peter and St Paul Church Lingfield - the story continued ..... 
From Susan Ellis, Church Warden 
 
Reginald 2nd Lord Cobham 1348 - 1403 
(Son of the 1st Lord Cobham who we saw in the 2nd edition of Caged) 
 
Reginald never attained the fame and distinction of his father.  The wars were turning against 
the English with no easy victories to be won.  Nonetheless, Reginald 2nd Lord Cobham did 
take part in battles in his early days; he served under John of Gaunt in 1373 and Arundel in 
1387.  He was friends with Richard, Early of Arundel, who was a critic of Richard II. When 
the Earl fell under a political shadow so did he.  His first wife was a well-dowered widow, 
Elizabeth (brass below) daughter of Ralph, Earl of Stafford. His second wife, whom he 
married around 1380, was a notable heiress, Eleanor, the daughter of John, Lord Maltravers, 
and widow of Sir John Arundel. 
Signs are he married her for her money but she didn’t mention him in her will and is buried in 
Lewes priory, next to her first husband.  His tomb (photo below) is against the north wall of 
the lady chapel beside that of his father.  At his death the Cobhams were still a rich family yet 
socially they were slipping from the peerage. 
 
Read more about the Cobham and please do visit them. The church remains open 8.30 to 
16.30. 
 

 
 



 
 



 
 

 
 

 
The Crystal Palace 
The  guest speaker at Probus Dormansland in June 2012 was Ian Bevan, a member of the 
Crystal Palace Foundation, whose talk about the The Crystal Palace and the Great 
Exhibition of 1851 was well delivered with accompanying slides and of great interest. 
 
The idea of a National Exhibition was promoted to Prince Albert, President of the Society of 
Arts, in 1849 by a member, Henry Cole, who was a civil servant and had been designing 
exhibitions that had become larger and larger. Initially sceptical, Albert warmed to the idea 
and proposed that the exhibits should be international rather than just British. 
Applications were invited for the design of a building to house the exhibition; 245 were 
received and rejected. Isambard Kingdom Brunel then submitted a design, which was also 
rejected. Joseph Paxton had been appointed Head Gardener at Chatsworth, seat of the Duke 
of Devonshire, at the age of 23. There he built enormous fountains and designed innovative 
greenhouses. In 1837, he began the Great Conservatory, a huge glasshouse that became the 
largest glass building in the world. He was visiting London in 1850 to meet a Member of 
Parliament, who encouraged him to produce plans for the exhibition building. A few days 
later, Paxton produced a pen and ink sketch on a sheet of blotting paper, promising to have 
proper plans prepared within ten days. He did so and presented them to the Royal 
Commission. His idea was for a modular, prefabricated building of iron and glass. 
 



 
Original sketch now in the Victoria & Albert Museum 

 
The design was accepted and construction started in the summer of 1850. Three elms stood 
on the site in Hyde Park and could not be cut down, so Paxton built a curved roof over them. 
Sparrows were trapped in the building and would have soiled exhibits, so sparrow hawks 
were brought in to get rid of them. 
Dubbed ‘The Crystal Palace’ by Punch magazine, the building was 1,848 feet long, 408 feet 
wide, and 108 feet high. It required 4,500 tons of iron, 60,000 cubic feet of timber, and more 
than 293,000 panes of glass. Six thousand men took just eight months to complete the 
construction at a cost of £79,800. 
The Great Exhibition was opened by Queen Victoria on 1st May 1851 and was visited by 
more than six million people – equal to a third of the population of Great Britain at that time 
– during the six months that it was open. Ian showed slides of some of the exhibits including 
a full-sized stuffed elephant that had been discovered in SaffronWalden. It was wheeled to 
Hyde Park and installed in the Indian Section before anyone noticed that it was of the African 
species. One of the external exhibits was a building containing four flats designed by Prince 
Albert to demonstrate that affordable housing could be provided. The building still exists. 
Another curiosity was the Patented Ventilating Hat, a stovepipe hat with a valve in the side 
that could be opened when it became too hot, to allow steam to escape. The exhibition made 
a profit of í186,000 that helped develop Kensington. It was used to found the Victoria and 
Albert Museum, the Science Museum and the Natural History Museum. Even now grants are 
available for suitable projects. 
In 1852, Paxton – who had been knighted –and friends bought the building and had it  
re-erected on top of Sydenham Hill, where it would be visible for miles around and 
accessible from the railway that passed the foot of the hill. The project was for the creation of 
what would now be termed a theme park and was opened on 10th June 1854 by Queen 
Victoria.  



Ian described the lake and massive fountain designed by Isambard Kingdom Brunel, the 
fountain being powered solely by a very tall water tower and gravity; stone dinosaurs situated 
in the park; hot air balloon rides; and the interior of the New Crystal Palace. The park was 
used for around forty sporting and athletic events. A big firework display was held in May 
1899 to celebrate Queen Victoria’s 80th birthday. 
The building fell into disrepair, however, and bankruptcy was declared in 1909. The Earl of 
Plymouth bought it and held dog and cat shows and the like there. During the First World 
War, it was used as a naval training establishment, named HMS Victory VI, where more than 
125,000 men were trained. A Board of Trustees was set up in 1920 to restore the building and 
improve the fountains and gardens. It began to make a small profit once more. 
Tragedy struck on the night of 30th November 1936, when a fire started in a Ladies 
Cloakroom. The cause is not known, but the fire spread rapidly due to the very large amount 
of dry timber in the building and crowds soon gathered to watch the inferno. They prevented 
the Kent Fire Brigade from getting to the blaze quickly and the London Fire Brigade was 
called out, but could not help as their hose connectors were the wrong size. The Crystal 
Palace collapsed within two hours. 
A member recalled his father saying that the blaze could be seen from Jenners Field in 
Lingfield. 
 
Road	Closed	Notice	from	Liz	Lockwood	
I	am	sure	you	have	spotted	the	signs	up	warning	of	the	road	closure	along	Ray	Lane	
from	its	junction	with	Lingfield	Common	Road	and	Tandridge	Lane	(The	Red	Barn)	
From	Mon	6	April	to	Fri	1	May	
The	official	diversion	is	along	the	A22	and	along	the	Newchapel	Road	
You	can	check	for	any	changes	on	the	Surrey	CC	roadworks	page	
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/roadworks-and-
maintenance/roadworks	
Take	care	everyone	
 

 



	
	
Tandridge Beat (Surrey Police) 
 

Please be extra vigilant There has been a significant increase of reports of coronavirus-
related scams across the country. 
Protect yourself, and please share our advice with others: 
- Don’t click on links or attachments in unexpected emails and never respond to unsolicited 
messages and calls that ask for your personal or financial details 
- when shopping online, if you’re making a purchase from a company or person you don’t 
know and trust, carry out some research first, and ask a friend or family member for advice 
before completing the purchase. If you decide to go ahead with the purchase, use a credit card 
if you have one as most major credit card providers insure online purchases 
- Always install the latest software and app updates to protect your devices from the latest 
threats. 
	
https://www.surrey.police.uk/news/surrey/news/2020/03/surrey-police-asks-residents-to-
be-extra-vigilant-to-
fraud/?fbclid=IwAR2UveSfaRwbaUQx25T2xsISfYXIfInp_rbBkxhZR_FMdoF3TglYU6Gehz0	
	
	
	

	
	



 
Prince Charles develops Coronavirus 

 
 

                          
 
 

                               


